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RE: American Cable Association (“ACA”); Notice of Ex Parte Presentation; CS 
Docket No. 98-120 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 Under 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b), we electronically provide this notice of an ex parte presentation 
in the docket listed above.  On September 6, 2007, the following persons met with Rick Chessen, 
Legal Advisor to FCC Commissioner Michael Copps: 
 

Matthew M. Polka, ACA, President and CEO 
Ross J. Lieberman, ACA, Vice President of Regulatory Affairs 
Christopher Cinnamon, attorney for ACA 
Dan Mitchell, National Telecommunications Cooperative Association (“NTCA”), 
  Vice President - Legal and Industry Affairs 
Tom Wacker, NTCA, Director - Government Affairs 

 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss ACA and NTCA’s concerns with the possible 

adoption by the Commission of the proposed DTV must carry regulations contained in Carriage 
of Digital Television Broadcast Signals:  Amendment to Part 76 of the Commission’s Rules, Second 
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, CS Docket No. 98-120, FCC 07-71 (rel. May 4, 2007).  In 
particular, for thousands of smaller cable systems, the costs of the technology and equipment 
necessary to comply with additional DTV must carry obligations would be impossible to support. 

 
In the meeting, ACA outlined the following proposal for a small cable exemption from 

additional carriage requirements. 
 
Post-transition carriage obligations for lower capacity cable system and small 
cable systems.  The small cable provisions would apply to cable systems that: (i) 
had activated channel capacity of 552 MHZ or less; or (ii) serve 15,000 or fewer 
subscribers.  These cable systems would be obligated to cablecast the primary DTV 
signal of a qualified commercial broadcast station on the basic tier available to all 
subscribers in either analog or digital format, at the operator’s discretion.  These cable 
systems would not be obligated to cablecast the DTV signal in other formats.  
 

ACA and NTCA concur that incorporating this proposal would help ameliorate the substantial 
burdens of the proposed regulations. 
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Additional relief.  ACA also proposed that the Commission require DTV stations electing 

must carry to simulcast HD programming in standard definition or otherwise deliver a standard 
definition feed of such programming to cable systems requesting it.  This would substantially lower 
the cost of delivering the programming to customers subscribing to analog basic, which remain the 
vast majority of basic customers served by ACA and NTCA member companies.  Given the 
substantial costs of cablecasting DTV signals and the sharply rising costs for retransmission consent 
due to broadcaster cash demands, ACA asked that the Commission consider retransmission 
consent relief in the order as well. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
       /s/____________ 
      Christopher C. Cinnamon 
 
cc: Matthew M. Polka 
 Ross J. Lieberman 
 Dan Mitchell 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  


