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September 7, 2007

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
44512'" Street, S.W.
Room 8-8201
Washington, DC 20554

Re: FCC Commitment to Establishing a Nationwide Free Broadband
Network WT Dockets 07-16 & 07-30

Dear Chairman Marlin:

The Rainbow PUSH Coalition (RPC) is one of the nalion's largest and
most innuenlial civil rights organizations. Through a combination of
grassroots and political activism, the RPC has steadfastly worked lo
protect, defend and promote civil rights and to level the economic and
educational playing fields in all aspects of American life. In this
emerging digital era, broadband Internet has become a primary tool to
allow people to participate in a two-way dialogue in our society and it
serves as the underpinning to economic, educational, and political
equality. Yet many members of OUf society lack adequate access to
broadband. Therefore, broadband Internet access is a civil rights issue in
America. It is critical thai the FCC make it a priority to establish a free
nationwide broadband network as the benefits of broadband cannot be
reserved only for those members of our society with sufficient
disposable income to afford a monthly high-speed connection.

Last century, over the air television and radio helped accomplish the
goals of Section I of lhe Communications Act, which requires the
Commission to make service available to the public at "reasonable
charges." Nothing is more reasonable than a free service and the
Commission should establish rules to ensure that spectrum is reserved
for free nationwide broadband access. As the nation's preeminent
policymaking agency on issues relating to telecommunications and the
Internet, your commitment Lo see this happen is required in order to
fulfill the public interest. Moreover, we believe that the FCC has a
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/1/oral obligation to promote justice and equality by extending the
critical opportunities of the information age to all Americans.

The RPC supports M2Z Networks, Inc.'s (M2Z) plan to level the
playing field for broadband access in the United States and to help
connect millions of underservcd and underprivileged Americans. In
particular, 16 months ago M2Z filed an application to offcr free, fast
and family-friendly broadband to 95 percent of Americans. I am
encouraged by this private sector endeavor to provide a non-partisan,
forward-thinking solution that will undertake significant voluntary
public interest commitments to help meet that goal. Furthermore, M2Z
offers a rare opportunity to expand minority ownership in American
media and add a new voice to the public discourse. We support M2Z
not simply because it promises to help correct the economic inequities
that exist with broadband access and Internet use in general, but because
the M2Z initiative will make us stronger as a nation.

I was surprised and disappointed to learn that the FCC dismissed M2Z's
application last week without giving consideration to those who have
raised their voices in support of free, family-friendly broadband. The
thoughtful letters and comments from the Minority Media and
Telecommunications Council, ACORN, One Economy, the National
PTA, more than a dozen members of Congress and thousands of othcr
elected officials, national organizations and concerned citizens were
ignored in the order. I am concerned that the Commission overlooked
the profoundly positive impact M2Z's plan would have on the lives of
millions of Americans simply because the Commission did not adhere
10 standard evaluation procedures.

Despite this unfortunate decision and the negative impact on many
members of our society caused by delaying deployment of services over
this spectrum, the FCC may yet achieve a positive outcomc through a
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM). The Commission must enact
rules to ensure that this spectrum be used to deploy a free broadband
service that is safe for children and families. In the spirit of seeking
public comments in this NPRM process, the RPC calls upon the FCC to
hold a series of public forums to discuss the benefits of a frce, family
friendly broadband service. These forums would provide an
opportunity for the Commission to hear directly from key stakeholders
how a free broadband service will help close thc digital divide and
connect millions of Americans to the opportunities of the digital age.
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The RPC believes thai the FCC should be a catalyst for innovative
services that benefit the public, not an impediment. On behalf of the
RPC, I urge the Commission to use its authority to work quickly to
bring free, family friendly broadband to all Americans.

Sincerely,

~ f.PaA. fir.
Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sf.
Founder & President

cc: Honorable Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Honorable Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Honorable Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Honorable Commissioner Robert McDowell


