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       ) 
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       ) 
       ) 
Petition for Waiver of Section 54.904(d)  ) 
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Interstate Common Line Support   ) 
   

 
   
 

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 
INITIAL COMMENTS 

 
 

The National Telecommunications Cooperative Association (NTCA)1 submits these 

comments in response to ICORE Inc.’s petition for waiver of Section 54.904(d), filed on behalf 

of Pattersonville Telephone Company (Pattersonville).  Pattersonville was required to file with 

the Commission and with the Administrator (USAC) certification stating that all Interstate 

Common Line Support (ICLS) provided to Pattersonville would be used only for the purposes 

intended. 

Pattersonville mailed the required certification on June 20, 2007, well in advance of the 

June 30 deadline. In mid-July, USAC notified Pattersonville that they had not received the 

                                                 
1 NTCA is the premier industry association representing rural telecommunications providers.  Established in 1954 
by eight rural telephone companies, today NTCA represents more than 570 rural rate-of-return regulated 
telecommunications providers.  All of NTCA’s members are full service local exchange carriers (LECs) and many 
of its members provide wireless, cable, Internet, satellite and long distance services to their communities.  Each 
member is a “rural telephone company” as defined in the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (Act).  NTCA’s 
members are dedicated to providing competitive modern telecommunications services and ensuring the economic 
future of their rural communities. 



certification.  Eventually, the letter containing the certification was returned to Pattersonville’s 

office. 

Pattersonville included a copy of the returned envelope with their petition.  The address is 

correct, and proper postage is attached, yet the letter to USAC was stamped “Return to Sender – 

Addressee Unknown.”  Clearly, Pattersonville did everything within their power to see that 

USAC received their certification in a timely manner.  For some reason, the U.S. Postal Service 

did not deliver the letter to its final destination. 

USAC, in the meantime, has refused to release Pattersonville’s requested ICLS funding 

for the last six months of 2007, totaling $30,954.00.  In order to gain access to those needed 

funds, Pattersonville has filed the above-noted petition with the Commission. 

NTCA believes the Commission should grant Pattersonville’s petition.  Clearly, the 

company made a good faith effort to file their certification in a timely manner.  The reason(s) for 

which the form never reached its intended destination in known only to the U.S. Postal Service. 

One possible solution on a going forward basis is for USAC to require that all future 

required documentation be sent via registered mail, or some other method that allows for 

confirmation of delivery.  However, given that such a rule was not in place at the time 

Pattersonville submitted its certification letter, and that the letter was not received at USAC due 

to circumstances fully beyond Pattersonville’s control, NTCA requests that the FCC grant 

Pattersonville’s petition for waiver. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
 For the reasons stated above, NTCA requests that the Commission grant Pattersonville’s 

petition for waiver and that USAC provide the company with the $30,954.00 in ICLS funds due 

them. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
      COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

 
Richard J. Schadelbauer   By:  /s/ Daniel Mitchell  
Economist     Daniel Mitchell 
 
          Its Attorney 
                 

          4121 Wilson Boulevard, 10th Floor 
     Arlington, VA 22203 
  (703) 351-2000 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Adrienne Rolls, certify that a copy of the foregoing Initial Comments of the 

National Telecommunications Cooperative Association in CC 96-45, DA 07-3635, was 

served on this 17th day of September 2007 by first-class, United States mail, postage 

prepaid, or via electronic mail to the following persons: 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-B201 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
Kevin.Martin@fcc.gov 
 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
Deborah.Tate@fcc.gov 
 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-B115 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
Michael.Copps@fcc.gov 
 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-A302 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
Jonathan.Adelstein@fcc.gov 
 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-C302 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
Robert.McDowell@fcc.gov 
 
Best Copy and Printing, Inc. 
445 12th Street, SW, Room CY-B402 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
fcc@bcpiweb.com 
 
 
 

Jennifer McKee 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW, Room 5-B550 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
Jennifer.McKee@fcc.gov 
 
David Duarte 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW, Room 5B-441 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
David.Duarte@fcc.gov 
 
Tina Bobbyn 
ICORE, Inc. 
326 S. 2nd Street 
Emmaus, PA 18049 
 
Karen Majoher 
Universal Service Administrative Company 
2000 L. Street, NW, Suite 200 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
 
Scott Toot 
Pattersonville Telephone Company 
P.O. Box 276 
Auburn, OH 44616 
 

 
 
 

/s/ Adrienne L. Rolls 
     Adrienne L. Rolls 
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