NEON Communications, Inc. http://www.irconncet.com/ngi/pages/news _releases.html?d=121609

About NEON:

NEON Communications {AMEX: NGI) is a faciliies-based wholesale communications provider, supplying high bandwidth fiber optic
capacity and comprehensive end-ta-end telecom services Lo communications companies and enterprise aistomers on an intercity, regional,
and matro netwgrk in the 12-state Northeast and mid-Atiantic region, with 4,800 route miles and over 230,000 fiber miles from Maine to
Virginia. For more information, visit www neoning.com.

The NEON Communications logo is available at Mip:/www,primenswswire.com/newsroom/prs?pkgid=3426

About FactSet:

FactSet Research Systems, inc. combines integrated financiai information, analytical applications, and client sarvice to enhance the
warkflow and productivity of the global investment community. The Company, headquartered in Norwalk, Connecticul, was formed in 1978
and now conducts operations along with its affiliates from more than twenty-two locations woerldwide, including Boston, New York, Chicago,
San Mateo, London, Frankfurt, Paris, Milan, Tokyo, Heng Kong, and Sydney. For more information, vist www factset.com.

About lometrix;

lometrix, founded by Bob Mandeville in 2003, builds upon the aclivities of European Network t.aborakories (ENL), the authoritative source of
network benchmarking since 1991. Based in South San Francisco, California, lometrix has racantly launched its 1) Cartification Test Suite
far the Ethernet in Lhe First Mile {EFM) standard (IEEE 802.3ah). lometrix is inaugurating ts 10 Centification Program by testing EFM
Operations, Administration, and Management (OAM) compliance. Dedicated to advancing industry testing standards, jomelrix is actively
working within industry standards bodies 1o drive forwarg the adoption of industry sanclioned benchmarks. For more information about
lometrix and 10 Certificabon(imy}, visit www jomesrix.com.

About the Metro Ethernet Forum;

The Metro Ethernel Forum {MEF} is a global industry ailiance comprising approximately 70 organizations including telecommunications
service providers, network equipment/software manufacturers, semicenductors vendors, and testing organizations. The MEF's mission is to
accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernel natworks and services. The MEF develops the Carrier Ethernet tachnical
specifications and implementation agresments to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide. For more
.nformation about the Forum, including a complele listing of all current MEF members, visit www . MetroEthemetForom.crg.

CONTAZT: NEON Communicat ions
Patrick Toughlin, VP of Sa.es
S08-616-7842

peoughl Ln@neonino . com

PFS Markstwyge

Gary Johnson

I08-6£87 1762
yjohasmmapfamar et wyse , con

2200 West Park Drive, Westborough MA 01581 | 508-616-7800 | Tall Free: 800-891-5080

Site Map | Terms of Use | Pnvaty Policy ) S DR ; : INEIRR NS IR TRRY
Developed by Synthenet Corporalion
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How can today's best entarprises solve thair network

eguation?

NEOPOLITAN :

HEME

NeoMatrix

Powerfully Interconnected Metro Core Networks Nationally and Internationally.

Neo Matrix {TM) gives enterprises high-speed network access by making your Internet presence 2
primary point on the WAN. NeoMatrix provides local connections between data centers, while
reducing resources and costs associated with designing and maintaining muitiple points of
presence, In short, Connection Matrix lets your presence connect to, and become, many points on
the network,

Reduced Management Overhead
Turnkey Deployment

Standard Ethernet Interface (10/100/1000 Mbps)
Flexible Bandwidth

Low Latency

Burstable Bandwidth Services (Available}
Wireless Option May Be Available

Very innovative Wide Area solutions
Rapid inter Metro deployment

Available at many key data centers
Integrated Network Monitaring

Embrace Freedom

With NeoMatrix you can now get the netwark you need where you need it, You have both the
Freedom to chose where you concentrate your colocated equipment but the ability to have a
network presents where you need one and not be held hostage to realities such as no space or
power being available. NeoMatrix offers a flexible solution fallowing the Necpolitan theme for
heiping your business work and working to drive your companies success.

Plug and Play Wide Area Networking

Neopolitan has estabiished £thernet switching fabrics in many Top Tier data centers throughout
the United States and internationally. This list of sites is constantly growing. These sites are all
interconnected via GigE / multi-Gig links. The innovative result for our customers is that you can
simply ptug intoc one of the sites using an Ethernet cable and instantly have a presence at any one
or any combination of the other sites. This truly takes Plug-n-Play to a new level.

NepMatrix Key support Benefits

e Redundant service packages available
s 24/7 network monitering and fault detection with automated alerts
* 24/7 live technical support and NOC operations

Other Technical Details

Network Coverage  cities with service throughout the U5 and parts of the UK

tell me about jt

LG N 5TE MAP

Overview
NeoNET™
NeoMAN™
NeoMatrix'™

Neolx'™
{Peering)

NeoPhone ™
NeoPBX™
Colacation
NeopSolutiuns™

Other Internet
Services

GEOSPACE™
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Neo Matrix '™ - Neopolitan Networks

1 meg to 1 Gig 7

2x commitment burst on each port.

. Typical Latency

ECommitted Bandwidth Zero Over Subscription

" Availability

'Required Customer Minimum Ethernet Switch, No
. Equipment

;Data Schemes/Protocols : Supported Multicast distribution, IP, RIP, OSPF, BGP, IS-IS,

MPLS, VPLS, B02.3 Ethernet, 802.1Q Jumbo Frames.

©200/ Neopolitan Networks, All nghts reserved. | privacy statement» webmaster »

ST home» services» supports companys presse contacts logins site mapy

http.//www neopolitan.com/services/neomatrix htm!
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SAVVIS Launches SAVVIS
Exchange Express To Provide
Lowest Latency Connectivity to
Major Market Data Feeds

The American Stock Exchange new Depth of Book
(ADOBSM) Data Feed s the First to Benefit from
SAVVIS Solution

ST. LOULIS — August 20, 2007 — SAVVIS, Inc. (NASDAQ:SVVS), a global leader in IT infrastructure
services for financial markets and enterprise applications, today announced the availability of SAVVIS
Exchange Express, a new financial network solution enabling clients to directly connact to leading
exchanges to receive market data feeds and execute trades. This new service is tailored to the unigue
needs of the exchange applications and integrates low latency Ethernet access and SAVVIS' global
high-speed private financial network.

SAVVIS Exchange Express provides Ethernet access to direct feeds from the American Stock
Exchange {Amex®) and SFTI {Secure Financial Transaction Infrastructure). The service provides
lowest latency network access and a key competitive advantage to algorithmic trading applications
when compared with traditional routed network topologies.

Deploying Ethernet from the customer location directly to SAVVIS' data centers removes extranecus
hardware that typically creates additional delay. SAVVIS also manages the hardware at the customer
premise providing 24x7 menitoring and notification, SAVVIS will be offering additional market data
feeds over SAVVIS Exchange Express in the near future.

SAVVIS also announced that the Amex’s new Depth of Book {(ADOB®™) data feed is the first to take
advantage of SAVVIS Exchange Express. ADOB is a real time compilation of all visible equity and ETF

{exchange-traded fund) limit orders resident in the Amex (AEMISM) system central fimit order book.
Basad on its proximity in SAVVIS’ New York data center, SAVVIS offers the lowest latency possible for
the ADOB data feed.

“Qur successful integration with SAVVIS' new Exchange Express Services supports the Amex’s
strategy to offer our depth of book through 2 low latency and reliable distribution model, while
leveraging a broad global distribution network through a trusted IT infrastructure partner,” said Oscar
N. Qnyema, SVP & Chief Administrative Officer, Amex.

In addition, SAVVIS' highly secure and resilient network will help Amex meet strict compliance and
refiability requirements and ensure fast, robust, scaleable and safe delivery of its proprietary services.

“Direct access to market data feeds with the lowest latency - whether it is achieved by access
method, proximity, or a combination of both - continues to be a high prierity for trading firms,” said
Tom Price, Senior Analyst at the Tower Group. *Electronic trading has evolved to the point where
“low” latency clearly transiates to lower risk for the investor and higher competitive advantage for the
firms they trade with.”

In addition to the low latency Ethernet access inciuded in SAVVIS Exchange Express, SAVVIS
provides secure, high-availability, direct connectlvity to more than 125 real-time data feeds from over
20 of the world‘s top exchanges, Electronic Communications Networks (ECNs), Alternative Trading
Systems (ATS), and liquidity pools, such as the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE), NASDAQ, the
Landon Stock Exchange, and many more. To see a full list of the exchanges and feeds SAVVIS
delivers, visit www.savvis,net/corp/savvis/MarketDataFeeds

"We believe SAVVIS Exchange Express establishes a new benchrark for low fatency access to direct
market data feeds and we are pleased that Amex selected our service to deliver its new depth of book
feed,” said Varghese Thomas, Vice President and General Manager of Financial Markets for SAVVIS.
“Exchange Express represents another step forward in SAVVIS' commitment to provide the most
comprehensive portfolio of low latency connectivity solutions to the most important trading venues in
the world

About SAVYIS
SAVVIS, Inc. (NASDAQ: SVVS) is a global leader in IT infrastructure services far business
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applications. With an IT services platform spanning North America, Europe, and Asia, SAVVIS leads
the industry in delivering secure, reliable, and scalable hosting, network, and application services.
These solutions enable customers to focus on their core business while SAVVIS ensures the quality of
their IT systems and operations. SAVVIS’ strategic approach combines virtualization technelogy, a
gtobatl network and 23 data centers, and automated management and provisioning systems. For more
information about SAVVIS, visit www.savvis.net.

Forward-Logking Statements

This document contains forward-logking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities
Litigation Reform Act of 1995, Actual results may differ materiaily from SAVVIS’ expectations. Certain
factors that could affect actual results are set forth as risk factors in SAVVIS' SEC reports and filings,

including its annual report on Form 10-K and all subsequent filings. SAVVIS assumes no obligation to
update or supplement forward-looking statements.

CONTACTS:

Media:

Carter Cromley

(703) 667-6110
carter.cromiey@savvis.net

Investors:

Eiizabeth Corse

{703) 667-6584
elizabeth.corse@savvis.net

Legai Notices / Acceptable Use Policy
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Welcome to Spirit Telecom

Spirit

elecom

Voice * Data » Internet » Network

Home
Local Telephone
Long-Distance
Business
Residential
Switched and Dedicated
Network Services
Available Products
Etherloop Networks
ATM
WANS
Expanding Network
Frame Relay
Internet & Web Services
SpiritPhone VolP
Benefits
Features

FAQ

http://www spirittelecom.com/business_industry/index.php?id=1241

8 sbout W Access Numbers W virus Alert W8 Subscriber Utilities

Tuesday - Octaber 9, 2007

" Business & tndustry

Etherioop Networks

Etherloop Networks (Charleston & Columbia) FlexNet Access Service (a
Metro-Ethernet Access)

Customers in the Charleston and Columbia metropolitan areas now
have a new option for broadband network connectivity - FlexNet
Access, Our Metropolitan Ethernet service offering provides businesses
and carriers access to a flexible, highly scalable, broadband network,

Until now, businesses used Ethernet extensively in local area networks
but utilized Low-speed solutions for wide area network connectivity.
Our new Ethernet solution allows seamless Ethernet-to-Ethernet
connections via our MPLS based network.

Our FlexNet Access (Metro-Ethernet) provides transport bandwidth
from 3 Mbps up to full duplex gigabit ethernet (10 Gbps) speeds.
Access to this new, exclusive broadband network is available using
Scana Communications' extensive metropolitan fiber network or Local
Exchange Carrier (LEC) provided copper connections.

Key Features & Benefits of FlexNet Access:

® Wide variety of service offerings

Ethernet Private Line

Ethernet WAN

Ethernet Virtual Private Line

Ethernet Access {Transport for Internet Access)

Scalable bandwidth and Access Methods:

e Utitizes SCANA Communications fiber {20 Mbs -1 Gigabit Connections)

¢ Ethernet over LEC copper circuits (3-9 Mbs)
e Service Inter-working with Frame relay, XDSL

Latest Technology:
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Welcome to Spirit Telecom

High Speed Optical Ethernet Services
MPLS

Multiple services over a single connection
Internet Access

Voice over IP

Managed Router Service

| Managed Flrewalls

MPLS VPNs

& 2006 Spiril Telecomn, LLC - Al Rights Reserved | Contact: webmaster

http:/fwww spirittelecom.com/business_industry/index.php?id=1241
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SureWest - Business Internet

Internet
Services

Rusiness Parks
| ocal Business Solutions

Government and
Municipalities

Customized Solutions

Wholesale Carrier
Services

Frber Technology

Internet Access
+ ATM D53

» Business DSL
+ etherMAN

» Ethernet

» Frame Relay
*ISDN

* LAN / WAN

+ Online backup
' T-1

» Web Hosting

Data Services

InfinitAccess
Bundla and Save

Customer Support
Support Center Home
Contact Us
FAQs
Set up Features

SureWest Services
Home

Residential

» Internet Services

v Telephone Services
v Wireless

v Yellow Pages
Business

» Internet Services

v Telephone Services
» Wireless

» Yeilow Pages

htip://business.surewest.com/internet/access/ethernet.php

Residential | Wireless | Yellow Pages | Corporate [ Support

10/100 MB Ethernet Over Fiber

SureWest Internet offers flexible and affordable solutions for companies of any size,
including those tackling growth issues. For businesses with more than one location in a
metropolitan area, Ethernet services provide a simple, cost-effective selution to private
network interconnactivity,

Printer Friendly ]

You can achieve point-to-point or any-to-any connectivity - or a mixture of both with an
Ethernet connection, Ethernet services offer an increasingly popular solution, eliminating
the need for ongoing configuration, management and additional equipment. This service
allows you tc enjoy the benefits of broadband LAN interconnectivity without the added
expense of telecom provisioning.

Ethernet delivers superior dedicated high-capacity bandwidth and service for your private
network at a reduced cost. You also have the aoption of implementing additional features,
inclugding a simple, paint-to-point, non-switched configuration.

Etherpet services make private network interconnectivity simple. Enjoy backbone-class
bandwidths across your multi-facility network - without the cost and responsibility of
purchasing, configuring and managing additional equipment.

Standard Features

® Optimumn backbone-class ® 24 x 7 manitoring of your circuit
performance with a 10 or 100 MB from our network aperations center

over fiber connection ® Ongoing traffic analysis

No more WAN transport
performance constraints

Proactive Internet access and
security selution recommendations,

® Scalable bandwidth to support your appropriate for your business
growing business ® Value-added options including: end

® Complete management of the router, firewall, VPN and IP Sec
local-loop circuit to your business ® Multiple IP addresses as justified

® Managed circuit services availabte ® pPrimary and Secondary Domain

® 24 x 7 customer notification of Name Service (DNS)
downtime in the event of a network ® News Reader Service (NNRP)
outage ® | ive 24 x 7 technical support

v Terms of Service for Business Internet Services
» Acceptable Use Policy

For pricing information or to speak with a
representative please call 916.640.2992.
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2 US SIGNAL

FFOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Chad Hohendorf, 118 Signal

Markeang Commumcations Manager
616-988-7038 or chohendorf{@ussignaleom.com

US Signal Announces Metro Market Expansion in Chicago, Illinois

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., June 26, 2007 - US Signal, a leading provider of data bandwidth capacity in the

Midwest today announced its plans to add five additional peints of presence in metro Chicago, Illinois during
the month of August of this year.

US Signal’s expansion of its network introduces service access at the following locations:

Elk Grove Village, Illinois - EGVGILEG
Oak Brook, lllinois - OKBRILOA

Chicago (Newcastle), lilinois - CHCGILNE
Hoffman Estates, [llinois — HFESIT. WL,
Schaumburg, Ilinois — SCBGILCO

~US Signal’s Chicago expansion is driven by customers who are seeking alternative providers in the downtown
business disirict as well as its surrounding cities,” said Barry Raterink, president. “The network expansion will

provide a very cost effective way for existing and new Chicago based customners to seamlessly connect 1o US
Signal’s fiber network in the Midwest.”

The Chicago expansion will add over 115 metro route miles to the US Signal network and create a total of 260
metro route miles of fiber on the Chicago metro ring. Along with recently added Northbrook, Illinois
(NBRKILNT) and La Grange, Illinois (LGRCILLG), the five new access points have more than doubled US
Signal’s network density in the Chicago metro market in the past year,

The US Signal network, the largest in the Midwest, includes more than 700 route miles of fiber optic metro
rings in 14 markets and over 3,500 route miles of long haul fiber connecting more than 100 on-off ramps,
comprised of major carrier hotel locations and incumbent telephone company central offices.

About US Signal

US Signal (www.ussignalcom.com) is a full-service fiber optic solutions provider, offering a wide range of
telecommunications solutions to carrier, wholesale and enterprise customers. The Company has built and
developed one of the most comprehensive fiber optic networks in the Midwest. As a full-service solutions
provider, US Signal offers unlimited high-speed capacity, dark fiber and collocation services, and also works
with customers to design and build new netwerk construction projects.

HHHA

’ 201 Ionia Avenue SW ’
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-988-7000
www.ussignalcom.com
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Veroxity Contact: (866) 521-LINK Technology Partners

For Immediate Release

Veroxity Further Extends Its Ethernet Offerings Throughout Europe

Provides International Connectivity to Major Metropolitan European Cities

Bedford, MA — February 28, 2007 - Veroxity Technology Partners, an industry leader and
innovator in building fiber diverse mission critical optical networks for enterprise customers, today
announces it has further extended its Ethernet offerings throughout Europe, Veroxity’s Ethernat
offerings allow customers to seamlessly optically connect to Veroxity’s nationa! backbone for
aglobal WAN connectivity.

Veroxity offers enterprise customers the ability to diverseiy protect their transatlantic data
communications vig Boston and New York City. Multiple geo-diversely routed cable systems are
utilized to provide unmatched reliability, diversity and low latency. Major metropolitan cities

Veroxity services today are: Dubiin, Landon, Luxembourg, Munich, Oslo, and Paris

"We are acutely listening to our customers needs for a single source vendar for high availability -
zero downtime networks across the globe, and responding, comments Matthew Roth, Chief
Network Architect, Veroxity Technology Partners. With our knowledge of Transatlantic cable
systems and European carrier network footprints and partnerships, our customers are assured
their data is securely transported.”

About Veroxity Technology Partners

Veroxity Technology Partners is a privately held facilities-based carrier delivering fiber diverse
mission critical optical networks for enterprise-ciass customers. The company’s owned and
operated national network backbone, provides high availability optical connectivity for data
center, storage applications, business continuity and mission criticat data delivery. With its suite
of optical connectivity offerings (SONET, DWDM, Ethernet, Frame, Private Lines and Internet
access), Veroxity delivers end-to-end network connectivity worldwide. Veroxity is the provider of
choice for businesses that require absolutely no interruption in their data communications.
Founded in 1999, Veroxity is headquartered in Bedford, MA.

For more information on Veroxity, visit http://www.veroxity.com.
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Pross Releases

in the News News From Virtela

industry Awards
What They're Saying

£ NEW ACCELERATED WAN SERVICE FROM VIRTELA IMPROVES GLOBAL
NETWORK PERFORMANCE AND MAXIMIZES RESOURCES

Managed WAN Optimization Gives Enterprises the Ease and Flexibility to Move Operations and Applications
Anywhere Without incurriing Performance Penalties

Key Enterprise Benefits:

¥ Improve application performance up to 30-fold
P Lowar bandwidth costs and avoid costly WAN upgrades
P Centralize applications and operations while maximizing IT infrastructure

DENVER, June 28, 2007 - Virlela, the secure network soluions company, today announced its Accelerated
WAN Service, the industry's first consultative approach toward managed WAN acceleration and optimization
services capable of spanning multi-carrier environments on a global scale. Virtela's Accelerated WAN Service is
a comprehensive managed suite of services that overcomes distance limitations by improving application and
protoce! perfermance over the WAN by a factor of two to three times an average, or as much as a factor of 30
times, depending on the application.

{Editor's note; Virtela provides & webinar available on demand entitied: “WAN Opiimization ang Acceleration:
Coal Tachnology.. But It's Not as Easy as You Think!” at www virtela net/resourcecenter_webcasts. himi )

As a result, amployees in ramots offices can now sxperience the same application performance as their
colleagues at headquarters. In additian, Virtela's Accelerated WAN Service enables enterpri ses and
multinationals o maximize their current bandwidth costs (or avoid new costs) and move their operations and
applications anywhere in the world without incurring the potential parformance penalties ty pically assoclated with
‘chatty' applications and large files traversing long distances across the WAN.

"High latency can siow applications to a crawl, and sending large files over the WAN can take far too tong," said
Bill Dodds, Virtela's vice president of sales and marketing. “Problems like these can have a significant impact on
applications' usability and on overall productivity. Our Accelerated WAN Service greatly improves the user
experignce, making it seern as if remote applications are loading from the loca! site and sl ashing file transfer
time."

Companies implamenting Vinela's Accelerated WAN Service can maximize the use of their existing resources,
avoid adding infrastructure, improve bandwidth performance, and maximize productivity in a global environment.
Large national and mullinational campanias, of companies that outsource work such as software and product
design overseas, can use the service to improve WAN performance in a variety of situations. For example,
Virtela's new service reduces the impact of ialency on global and remote locatiens, where users may complain of
slow application performanca due to latencies of 200ms or more. Tha Accelerated WAN Service also reduces
transmission times for organizations with users who regularly send large filas over the network to remote
sites-files such as ernail attachments, file transfers, and CAD diagrams that are SMB cr higher, Lower fatency
and faster fle transfers transiate into improved employee productivity and also free up the WAN for other tasks.
With the same high level of performance throughout the WAN, companies have the flexibility to move their
operations and applications anywhere.

"WAN optimization is about improving the performance of business applications over WAN conn ections, Most
netwarks carry a variety of types of traffic, of differing characteristics and importance. Many organizations are
striving to manage this traffic to optimize the response times of critical applications and reduce costs, given that
bandwidth continues to represant a significant proportion of cperating experditure of wide-area data networks,”
noted the report "Magic Quadrant for WAN QOptimization Controllers, 2006" from Gartner, Inc. The report also
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notes that WAN optimization can make more efficient and effective use of wida-area connections, thus
maximizing the investment in WAN bandwidth and offering greater scalability and fault lolerance.

The Many Benefits of Improved WAN Service

Cuslomers can use Viriela's Accelerated WAN Service not only to improve WAN service on an existing network
but also to avoid WAN bandwidih upgrades they would ctherwise need to daploy a new application, to increase
the number of users, or simply to avoid running out of bandwidth. The bengfits of an optimized WAN are many:

® Companies can more quickly and efficiently back up data across the WAN,

P The impact of ‘chatty’ protocols that consume a graat deal of bandwidth, such as CIFS, can now be
minimized,

® Enterprises can continue server consolidation into data ¢enters without the fear of advers ely affecting
application performance for remote users,

P Improved WAN performance can ellminate bottlenecks caused by servers,

Service Flexibillty for Accalerated WAN Parformance

Virtela offers a number of options to organizations interested in implementing its Accslerated WAN Service.
Customers can purchase a WAN acoeelaration devics by ilsel, or Virnela can bundla the device with existing
access services such as last-mile connectivity. Customers can also choose to use Vinela Coliocation Services to
place a device in a geographic location which will allow a customer with mulipie sites to benefil from a single
WAN acceleration device, Virtela supponts a variety of optimization technologies from the industry's leading

suppliers, This service is available in 190 countries, and includes procurement, export, de ployment, break/fix and
management.

About Virtela

Virtela Communications {nc. delivers award-winning network and security solutions to many of the world's largest
and fastest-growing multinational companies. Currently serving customers across six contine nts, Virlela's
network reach spans more than 190 countries, Virtela's unique Giobal Service Fabric offars the foundation for
delivering all critical business applications via the company's agglaimad service methadalogy, with a services
suite thal includes IP-basad Virtuat Private Networks (VPNs), security services, Voice over P, Video over [P, and
network consulting services

Virtela is headquartered in Denver, Colorado, with a second Network Operations Center in Mumbai, India. Virtela
is @ mamber of Juniper Networks' (Masdag: JNPR) Managed Network Solutions Preferred Alliance Program. For
more information, please call +1 (720) 475-4000 ¢r visit www virtela.net.

Jane Morrissey

Virtela

720.475.4012 (cffice)
3(3.808.7671 (mobile)
imorrisseyEvirtela. nal

Magan Atiyeh
Engage PR for Virtela Communications

(510} 748-8200 x228
matiyeh@engagepr.com

r
@ 2007 Virtela Communications, Inc | Privacy Palicy | Contact Us | Site Map
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Listen up - the word around town is Windstream
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Windstraam ConnectStraam enables businasses to ‘connact anything to everything’
Expanded suite of business customar products includes new Ethernet offaring
Release date: O 2, 2006

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Windstraam Gormunicaiions announced ioday a newly branded ConnectStream suibe of businass products that
enables customers 10 ‘'conhact anything to everything.”

CannectSiream vorce and data products provide Deographically Gispersed large and small businesses increased conn ectvity, service
and larger bandwicth choices whike simplifying their networks by virtually meshing mullipie local area natworks togather over a private
IPIMPLS natwork,

"I this global climale, our business customers need the flexibility ta connect wherever they are with whatever systems they have " said
Gon Perkine, Windsiream vice presitient of product markenng, “With Windstream's highly reliable network, custome rs can choose from
a wariety nf broaghand, voice, wab hosting and managed services that provige cost-effective solulions 10 meet any business needs.”

Urdes the new ConnectStream ymbiella, Windstream is taunching vinual LAN Service (VLS), which vifually connects businasses with
MPLS-powered Ethernel conneclivity for high-speed data transmissions and is available over existng fiber or copper connactions. VLS
brings advanced rretworking soiutions to rural argas — where Wintistream 15 focused ~ anabling businesses even in remole locations to
centralize: their data applications,

Tre ConnectStream VLS product is ieat for convarging vidac. voice and dala applications and can be applied 10 & variaty of industries,
including healihcare. banking, education and governiment. Perkins said Habersham Bank in North Georgia, for @xample, is using a
Windstream Ethernet nework (o connedt s branthes 10 a centratized server for all check clearing and lacal data applications.

"The data services market 15 undergoing an accelerating transition from legacy Frame Reday, ATM, and TDM private line services
loward Layer 2 Fthemet and Layer 3 VPN services,” said Stan Hubbard, senior analyst for Haavy Reading, the market research arm of
telecommunications news organizatisn Light Reading. "Enterprises Increasingly are embracing nexi-ganeration Ethamet serdces like
the naw one offered by Windstream because they provide greater bandwidtn and are more flexible, scalable, and cost-effective than
tragilianal services

Initially. Windstream will offer its ConnactStrearm VLS product in North Georgia and plans to expand tg other markets in the near futyre

Windstream will feature its ConnectStream preducts at the COMPTEL PLUS trade show Oct. 8-17 in Orlandp, Fla For mora information
on Windsiream, visit wsaee i dre e o

Abow Windstraam

wWindstream Corporation (NYSE WIN) providas voice, broadband and entertainmend services to customers in 16 slates. The company
has approximately 3 3 milion access iines and about $3 2 bilion in annual revenues. For more information, visil www windstream.com.

-and-

Media Contacts:
Dawid Avary, 501-748-587¢
oavi0 averywindsiream com

Alice Hartnett, 704-845-7381
alice harneli@windsiream.com

I thy News,

Sep 14, 2007

windstream President and
Chiul Executive Officer Joff
Gardner to speak at Goldman
Sachs conference

http://'www . windstream.com/about/NewsDetail aspx ?NewsID=15
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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
William H. Johnson V

Assistant General Counsel ve"z on

1515 N. Courthouse Road

Suite 500
R Arlington, VA 22201-2908
FILED/ACCEPTED Phone 703-351-3039
Fax 703-351-3080
OCT o g 200’ William_h.johnscn @verizan.com
October 9, 2007 Fedaral Communicalions Commission
Otfice of the Secretary
Ex Parte
V1A HAND DELIVERY
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W. OR‘G‘NAL

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  Petitions of AT&T Inc., BeliSouth Corporation, the Embarg Lacal Operating
Companies, and Qwest Under 47 U.S.C. § 160(c) for Forbearance from Title I1
and Computer Inquiry Rules with Respect to Broadband Services, WC Docket
Nos. 060-125 & 06-147; Petition af the Verizon Telephone Companies for
Forbearance Under 47 U.S.C. § 160(c) from Title I and Computer Inguiry
Rules with Respect to Their Broadband Services, WC Docket No. 04-440

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Verizon submits this letter in response to recent filings by Time Warner Telecom,' BT
Americas,” and other commenters in these proceedings and to demonstrate further that there is
extensive competition nationwide to provide to enterprise customers the stand-alone broadband
transmission services that are the subject of the pending petitions for forbearance in WC Docket
Nos. 06-125 and 06-147. These are the same services for which Verizon received flexibility to
provide customized, broadband offerings to meet the particularized needs of its customers in
March 2006, when its petition in WC Docket No. 04-440 was granted by operation of law. In

! See, e.g., Letter from Thomas Jonegs, Willkie Farr & Gallgher LLP, to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, WC
Docket Nos. 06-125 er al. Attach. 1 at 16-20 (filed Sept. 20, 2007).
! See Letter from Aryeh Friedman, BT Americas Inc., to Marlene I1, Dortch, Secretary, FCC, WC Docket Nos. 06-

125 er al (filed Qct. 5, 2007).
No. of Copies rec‘d___Q_.-
List ABCDE
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particular, Verizon focuses here on the Ethernet services that have been the particular focus of
Time Warner Telecom’s filings in these proceedings.

A recent analyst report, which Time Warner Telecom has described as “provid[ing] in-
depth, accurate, defensible statistics and analysis,™ confirms the extensive competition,
predominantly from facilities-based providers, to provide Ethernet services to enterprise
customers. For example, the report shows that AT&T, which held the top position as of mid-
year 2007 with less than a 20 percent share of Ethernet porls nationwide, saw its share drop by
almost 3 percentage points in just six months, despite adding BellSouth, and by more than 7
percentage points in the past year." Qwest similarly saw its share of Ethemnet ports nationwide
fall during that same six-month period, losing 1.5 percentage points.” The third and fourth place
providers - - Time Warner Telecom and Cox Business ~- on the other hand are making rapid and
significant increases in their share of Ethernet ports nationwide. Time Warner Telecom, for
example, gained three percentage points of market share in the past year. And Cox Business,
which is the “undisputed cable leader in Ethernet port sales” and “deliver[s] Ethernet services”
over its own “hybrid fiber coax” network,” saw its share of Ethernet ports grow by at least four
percentage points in the past six-months.” indeed, over the past year, both Time Warner
Telecom and Cox Business have grown faster than Verizon, which at less than 16 percent, has
the second largest share of Ethernet ports nationwide.®

Moreover, in the past year, competition for Ethernet services has continued to grow and
become ever more diverse. Over that period, at least fifteen additional providers of Ethernet
ports to enterprise customers — including companies such as Comcast Business, FiberTower,
and NTELOS -- have had sufficient marketplace success to be included in the analyst report. In
tact, the number of companies in the “Other” category now exceeds forty providers and “Other”
is the largest category in the report, with a 20.5 percent share — nearly double the share for the

* Time Wamer Telecom Grows Ethernet Market Share, http://www.twielecom.com/Documents/
Announcements/News/2007/VSG TWTC Mid_year07Ethernet.pdf (“TWT Grows Ethernet Market Share™).

3 Compare Vertical Systems Group, Mid-Year 2007 Market Share Results for U.S. Business Ethernet Services,
http//www. verticalsystems. comy/prarticles/stat-flash-0807-ethernetshare. html (reporting that AT&T and BellSouth,
at year-end 2006, had 13.6 percent and 8.5 percent of nationwide Ethernet port shares, but that the combined
company had only 19.5 percent of those ports by mid-year 2007 — a drop of 2.6 percentage points) (*“Vertical
Systems Repory Mid-Year 2007 with Vertical Systems Group, Mid-2006 Market Share Results for U.S. Business
Ethernet Services, http://www.verticalsystems.com/prarticles/stat-flash-0906-mid2006-ethshare. html (reporting that
AT&T and BellSouth collectively had 26 7 percent of nationwide Ethernet points in mid-year 2006) (" Vertical
Systems Report Mid-Year 2006™).

* Compare id. with Vertical Systems Group, Year-End 2006 Market Share Results for U.S. Business Ethernet
Services, http://www.verticalsysterns com/prarticles/stat-flash-ye2006-cthernetshare htmt (“Vervical Systems Report
Yeur-End 2006™).

 Carol Wilson, “Carrier Ethernet Cable Style,” Telephony s Guide to carrierethernat at 14-18 (Sept. 2007); Cox
Business Services, Cox Business Marks Industry Milestone as First MSO To Reach Top Tier of U.S. Business
Ethernet Providers, hip://www coxbusiness.con/pressroom/pressrelcases/2007-0828 html.

! Compare Vertical Systems Report Mid-Year 2007 (reporting that Cox Business has 8.9 percent of Fthernet ports
nationwide) with Vertical Svstems Report Year-End 2006 {reporting that Cox Business had less than 5 percent of
Ethernet ports nationwide).

¥ Compare Vertical Systems Report Mid-Year 2007 with Vertical Systems Report Mid-Year 2006




Redacted for Public Inspection
October 9, 2006

Page 3

“Other” category 12 months earlier.” Attached to this letter as Exhibit 1 is a sampling of these
providers’ Ethernet offerings. In addition, Cablevision, which was not included in the mid-2007
list of “Other” companies, announced in May 2007 the introduction of “the first-ever carrier-

class voice service delivered over Metro Ethernet by a cable MSO,” delivered over Cablevision’s
fiber network, '

Venizon’s experience over the past 18 months confirms that the market for the high-end,
broadband services at issue in the pending petitions works, and that outdated common carriage
regulation is unnecessary 1o protect the sophisticated customers who purchase such services. In
particular, Venizon's provision of Ethernet services through contract arrangements with
enterprise customers and other carriers provides concrete experience that the Commission must
consider when it reviews the pending petitions and that should lead it to extend to all competing
providers the same relief Verizon received in March 2006, so that they too will have the
tlexibility to provide customized and innovative broadband offerings to meet the particularized
needs of their customers.'! In particular, since March 2006, Verizon currently has entered
wholesale agreements tor Ethernet services with nearly 20 carrier customers — including
carriers of all sizes, large and small'® — which is in addition to the agreements it has entered into
with more than 75 end-user customers. Those agreements confirm that neither common carrier
nor Computer Inquiry regulation is necessary to protect consumers, and that forbearance is
plainly in the public interest because the market for these services works.

Finally, as with other enterprise broadband services, in addition to using their own
tacilities and those of third parties like Verizon, competitors can and do provision Ethernet
service using TDM-based special access as a wholesale input to their own enterprise broadband
services.'? Indeed, the “notion that carrier Ethernet services were limited to fiber has been
disposed of thanks to copper bonding technologies.”'® Ceterus Networks, for example, offers a
“Universal Transport System™ that enables Ethernet service — in 1 Megabit increments and up
to multiple Gigabit rates — over existing TDM circuits.'”” Although Time Warner Telecom and

" Compare Vertical Systems Report Mid-Year 2007 with Vertical Systems Report Mid-Year 2006.

"% See Optimum Lightpath, Optimum Lightpath Launches Voice Over Metro Ethernet Service,

hitp://www. optimurtightpath.com/Interior187-10.html.

" See, e.g., BellSouth Telecomms., Inc. v. FCC, 469 F.3d 1052, 1060 (D.C. Cir. 2006) (holding that agencies have
“no license to ignore the past when the past relates directly to the question at issue” and provides “data against
which to test the [relevant] proposition[s]” on which the agency’s decision is based).

"2 See Exhibit 3 (listing those customers).

? See. e.g., Memorandum Opinion and Order, Petition for Waiver of Pricing Flexibility Rules for Fast Packet
Services, 20 FCC Red 16840, 19 10-11 (2005); Order on Reconsideration, Review of the Section 251 Unbundling
Obligations of Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers, 19 FCC Red 20293, 14 20-21 (2004); Memorandum Opinion
and Order, Petition for Forbearance of the Verizon Telephone Companies Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 160(c}, 19 FCC
Red 21496 (2004), aff°d, EarthLink, Inc. v. FCC, 462 F.3d 1 (D.C. Cir. 2006).

' Ed Gubbins, “Ether Way." Telephony 's Guide to carrierethernet at 3 {Sept. 2007).

% See Ceterus Networks, Ethernet and Mulliservice Delivery, htp:// www.ceterusnetworks.com/solutions/
ethernet-service-delivery php; Ceterus Networks, The Universal Transport System™ for Metro Ethernet,
http:/fwww. ceterusnetworks.com/documents/UTS Overview pdf (attached hereto as Exhibit 2).
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BT Americas continue to assert that Ethemnet over TDM loops is impracticable, the commercial
offerings by carriers such as Ceterus and Met-Net'® say otherwise. And as the Commission
knows, neither the pending forbearance petitions nor Verizon’s petition that was granted more
than 18 months ago covered traditional TDM-based special access services, such as DS1s and
DS3s, that can be used as inputs w enterprise broadband services like Ethernet services.

For these reasons, and those Verizon and others have set forth previously, the
Commission should grant the pending forbearance petitions and allow the petitioners and any
other providers the full relief requested from common carriage and Computer Inquiry regulation
for the sophisticated broadband services at issue here.

Sincerely,

Wik /),

William H. Johnson

'* See Mer-Net Commnunications, Mer-Net Scalable Bundwith, http://www.met-net.com/services/copper.
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