November 2, 2007 A

Marlene Dortch

Secretary

Federa Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Notice of Written Ex Parte Communication
Docket 04-233

Dear Ms. Dortch:
On November 1, 2007, | sent the attached email to numerous members of the
Commission and its staff.
Respectfully submitted,
/s

Andrew Jay Schwartzman

1625K STREET, NW - SUITE1000 WASHINGTON, DC 20006 PHONE: (202) 232-4300 FACSIMILE: (202) 466-7656
HTTP://WWW.MEDIAACCESS.ORG



Kevin.Martin@fcc.gov,Michelle.Carey@fcc.gov, Tamara.Lipper@fcc.gov, Lori.Alexiou@fcc.gov , Michael.Cc

To: Kevin.Martin@fcc.gov,Michelle.Carey@fcc.gov, Tamara.Lipper@fcc.gov, Lori.Alexiou@fcc.gov ,
Michael.Copps @fcc.gov, rick.chessen@fcc.gov, Carolyn.Conyers@fcc.gov, Jonathan.Adelstein@fcc.gov,
"Rudy Brioche" <Rudy.Brioche @fcc.gov>, "Katie Yocum" <Katie.Yocum@fcc.gov>, Deborah.Tate@fcc.gov,
Amy.Blankenship@fcc.gov, Susan.Fisenne@fcc.gov, robert.mcdowell@fcc.gov, cristina.pauze @fcc.gov,
brigid.calamis@fcc.gov, "Monica Desai" <Monica.Desai@fcc.gov>,
William.Freedman@fcc.gov,Scott.Deutchman@fcc.gov,"Bruce Gottlieb"
<Bruce.Gottlieb@fcc.gov>,"Catherine Bohigian"<Catherine.Bohigian@fcc.gov>,Krista.Witanowski@fcc.gov
From: Andrew Schwartzman <andys@mediaaccess.org>

Subject: San Diego Radio

Cc: jmago@nab.org

Bcc: HPd,BL

Attached: C:\DL\KPBS.PDF; C:\DL\NPR260Oct.pdf;

While they did not favor me with a copy of their communication, | understand that my friends at the NAB
have objected to my characterization of the absence of local radio origination capacity in the San Diego
market.

| attach two articles on which | relied.

In addition, | am told that there is only one significant locally originated news commercial news operation in
San Diego, but that it is a fraction of the size of KPBS'. | understand that many stations without their own

program origination capacity simulcasted either KPBS or the commercial feed. While such collaboration is
laudable under the circumstances, the absence of redundancy poses obvious concerns about public safety
and security.

Thus, | stand by my assertion that commercial radio has largely ceded news and public affairs to non-
commercial radio. This is true in San Diego and elsewhere.

Andy Schwartzman

Andrew Jay Schwartzman

Andrew Jay Schwartzman
President and CEO

Media Access Project

Suite 1000

1625 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

(202) 232-4300
http://www.mediaaccess.org

andys@mediaaccess.org
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KPBS Radio Covers WIdfires Using Many Sources
STEVE | NSKEEP, host:
Al across Southern California, to do and what

that was safe.

many peopl e wondered what they could do

NPR s David Folkenflik has this story about a local radio station that was briefly
knocked off the air but still becane an extraordinary resource.

DAVID FOLKENFLIK: On Sunday, KPBS-FM enbarked on what becane 75 straight hours of
uninterrupted fire coverage, with update stories, listeners' calls, and interviews.

(Soundbite of radio broadcast)

Uni dentified Man: Wat people should know is though that in these times of disaster

FOLKENFLI K:  KPBS doesn't
the Union Tribune, or the flashy choppers of

have a couple hundred journalists like the Honetown Daily,
local TV. But it does operate San D ego's

dom nant NPR nenber station. And yes, that neans it's one of ours, and it's one of the
city's last sources of radio news.
As program director John Decker says, fires ravaging the area threatened its

transm tter.

M. JOHN DECKER (Program Director,
power lines that run up the side of
off the air on Tuesday norning at about

KPBS-FM Radio): Al of the telephone lines and the
the nmountain were conpletely incinerated. W went

5: 30.

a comercial nusic station decided

KPBS i nst ead.

officials at
to broadcast

FOLKENFLIK: After a call from Decker,
the best way to serve the public was

The station's Wb staffers
inspiration from a fairly
things I|ike

KPBS got back on the air on its own frequency a day later.
were scranbling too. Online nanaging editor Leng Cal oh took
new Coogle application called M/Map. People usually use M/Map to pinpoint

the best places to play golf or get a drink.

Ms. LENG CALCH (Online Managing Editor, KPBS-FM Radio): The playing that a lot of us
on the teamdo in our free time, | think, has been the key to our success.

FOLKENFLI K This tine, Caloh and KPBS created a virtual map of Southern California
speckled with synbols that tell you down to the block what's been burned, where to
find shelter, what roads were closed. It was relentlessly updated and becane

aut horitative.

Wor ks.
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California State Fire Agency doesn't even have its own map but links instead to KPBS.

That map has now been viewed well over 1.2 million tines.
was awakened in

Coogl e was so inpressed that Jessi ca Lee,

Tokyo at 3:00 a.m to talk to ne about

its M/Map project
KPBS.

manager ,

Ms. JESSICA LEE (Project Manager,
this. | know they're a snall sort
tools and the technology to do this,

It's really amazing that they managed to do
you get people the

M/Map) :
of shoestring operation. But if
you know, they'll do it.

FOLKENFLI K:  When users overran the map,
run snmoothly. KPBS also set up a twtter

Googl e staffers swung into action to help it
account that funnels text updates of just a

sentence or two to subscribers on nobile phones. About a thousand people took the
feed.
Yest erday, KPBS sent out this hopeful note. Except for residents of one devel opnent,

peopl e throughout the city of San Diego could return to hone.

David Fol kenflik, NPR News.

| NDUSTRY: (Entertai nment Traditional Mdia (1TR30); Radio (1RA81); Radio

Stati ons (1RA51))

(1EN0S) ;

REG O\ (USA (1US73); Anmericas (1AMD2); North America (1NG39); California (1CA98))

Language:  EN

OTHER | NDEXI NG (CALI FORNIA STATE FIRE AGENCY; FOLKENFLIK, KPBS, NPR TV, UNON

TRI BUNE;, YESTERDAY) (Cal oh; Covers WIldfires; David Folkenflik; Decker; GCoogle;
Jessica Lee; John Decker; Leng Caloh; Mnaging Editor; M.; M.; M. LENG Online;
Program Director; Soundbite; Unidentified Man)
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While a community tenant communications building Friday, October 26, 2007 A night view of the fire that

10 feet away was completely destroyed, the building burned on Mount San Miguel,
that houses the KPBS transmitter was unhamed . which houses a KPBS

Photo by Ralph Suelzle. . transmitter. Photo by Ralph
KPBS RadIO 89.5 Suelzle.

Maintains Constant Fire Coverage despite Transmission
Troubles

By Lauren Coartney

The Harris fire raced up Mount San Miguelin San Diego early Monday, burning through power lines by 5:30
a.m. and cutting power to several transmitters situated atthe crest. With no back-up generator, KPBS, the
city's public radio station, lostits signal and went off the air.

One of only two local radio news operations, KPBS had become a crudal source of information on the 2007
fires, which were engulfing San Diego from the east. Many city and county officials had been directing
thepublic and their own agences to 89.5 FM during news conferences.

"Even when we lostour radio transmitter, we ke pt broadcasting continuously via live Web transmission,”
said Nancy Worlie, KPBS communications manager.

FM 94.9 Partnership

Knowing thousands of people were looking to the station for critical updates, the radio programming
director, John Decker, called several stations for help before alte mative rock station FM 94.9 agreed to
temporarily carry KPBS' broadcast on their frequency.

"When | gota hold of our friends at94.9, they said, 'Yes. Absolutely,'”” Deckersaid. "They're a great station,
and they really understand the importance of community service . | couldn't be more thankful for what
they've done."

Though KPBS-TV Channel 15 also went off the air, service to Time Warnerand Cox Cable customers was
uninterrupted, since KPBS provides a direct fiber feed from the university to those cable service providers.

Not until Wednesday was Rockley Curess, a KPBS engineer, able to getto the top of Mount San Miguel to
check the transmitter. While a community tenant communications building 10 feet away was com pletely
destroyed, the building that houses the KPBS transmitter was unhamed.

"There were even little green plants still around it,” said Leon Messenie, director of engineering. "We feel
really lucky."

Cumrently, the TV and radio stations are back on the air, running off of a low-power generator located on the
SDSU campus. They will return to full power as soon as San Diego City officials and CAL FIRE approve
generatorinstallation on the mountain.

SAN DIFGO STATE
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