Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20554

In the Matter of )
)
Applications for Consent to the ) MB Docket 07-119
Transfer of Control of Tribune )
Company from Shareholders of )
Tribune Company to Samue Zdll )

REPLY TO JOINT OPPOSITION TO EMERGENCY MOTION
TO SUSPEND PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS

Office of Communication of the United Church of Christ, Inc. and Media Alliance
(“Petitioners’) by their attorneys, Media Access Project and the I nstit ute of Public Representation,
respectfully submit this brief reply to the Applicants' Joint Opposition to Petitioners’ emergency
motion to suspend processing of the above-captioned applications for transfer of control of the Tri-
bune Company.

The Applicants oppositionislong onrhetoric, but doesnot directly address either of thetwo
violations Petitioners alleged in their motion.

First, Petitioners showed that the Applicants failled to comply with the Commission’s
instruction that all submissionsin this matter be filed in Docket 07-119. Two critical notices of ex
parte presentations were not properly labelled or submitted, leaving Petitioners and other interested
partiesin the dark asto the existence of these meetings. While the Applicants concede, at page 3 of
the Joint Opposition, that “they inadvertently omitted the reference to MB Docket 07-119 in those
two submissions,” they attempt to portray the matter has “utterly harmless.” But there was harm,
Petitioners exercised due diligence in regularly checking the Commission’s docket via the ECFS
system. Becausethetwo documentswerenot properly labelled, the Commission staff wasmisled and
did not enter them onto that Docket.

Second, Petitioners pointed to persistent reports that the Applicants have communicated
specific information as to requested timing for action on their applications. The Applicants do not

address this allegation at all, and entirely ignore the clear language of Section 1.1206(b)(2) of the



Commission’ s rules, which specify that

Memorandamust contain asummary of the substance of theex parte presentation and

not merely alisting of the subjects discussed. More than a one or two sentence de-

scription of the views and arguments presented is generally required.

Petitioners showed, and Applicants do not - and cannot - deny that their two ex parte noticesfell far
short of thisexplicit requirement. While the Applicants assert that they “simply reiterated the merits
of the Transfer Applicationsand the critical need for prompt action,” thereisnothing in the pleadings
of this case specifying the need for action by any particular time, and this aspect of the presentations
reiterated nothing previously on the record.

Thus, the Applicants have failed to respond, much less to provide convincing reason not to
grant Petitioners motion.

WHEREFORE, Petitioners ask that the Commission suspend processing of the pending
Applications until the Applicants come into full compliance with the Commission’s rules and afford
Petitioners and other parties one week within which to meet with Commission staff to respond and
rebut such arguments as were made in the Applicants presentations to the Commission staff, and
afford al such other relief as may be just and proper.

Respectfully submitted,
I

Andrew Jay Schwartzman
IS

Parul Desai

Media Access Project

Suite 1000

1625 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006
(202) 232-4300



November 19, 2007

/s
Angela J. Campbell
/s

Coriell S. Wright
Institute for Public Representation
Georgetown University Law Center
600 New Jersey Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 662-9535
Counsel for UCC and Media Alliance
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|, Andrew Jay Schwartzman, hereby certify that on this 19" day of November, 2007 acopy of thefore-
going Reply to Joint Opposition to Emergency Motion to Suspend Processing of Applications was
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Washington, DC 20036
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David P. Fleming

Senior Lega Counsel, Gannett Co., Inc.
General Counsel, Gannett Broadcasting
7950 Jones Branch Drive

McLean, VA 22107

Marc S. Martin

Martin L. Stern

Kirkpatrick & Lockhart Preston Gates EllisLLP
1601 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006

Crane H. Kenney

Roger Goodspeed
Charles J. Sennett
Elisabeth M. Washburn
Tribune Company

435 N. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60611

Richard E. Wiley
James R.Bayes
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Wiley Rein

1776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

John F. Sturm

Newspaper Association of America
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Laura Rychak
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