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dedicated to the legacy of Salinas' native son and
Nobel Prize winner Jchn Steinbeck.

Since opening € years ago, we have had
ocver 500,000 people visit the museum, including over
100,000 students. We have launched curriculums
throughout the school system. We have had all levels
of public programs in English and in Spanish. And we
have developed a writing literacy program that will be
in all schoecls in the county by the end of next year.

In addition to keing a museum, we are a
cultural center which has hosted over 1,000 local
community and business events in the past & years.

Starting a new museum is a daunting task.
There simply is not enough money to go around to pay
all the bills. I know how it is to struggle tc make
payroll every month.

Local media has been a champlon in
providing us breocad support and media access. They
have, they got together six months before we opened
and agreed to give us one year of free local media to
advertise our pre-opening and our opening events. And

that was eight local radio stations and three local TV
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stations.

They have covered all of our community
events. They have put together PSAs for all our
major events and fundraisers. Sometimes they run the
PSAs so much that even I get tired of them.

(Laughter.,}

MR. GREER: They have covered so many
nonprofit events at the center that every week when I
show up or leave work, there is some radio or TV
station covering scme other community event that is
occurring at the center. They have continued to cover
the political debates that have occcurred at the
center, including broadcasting them live on radio.

I sat down this morning and added up the
amount of the media coverage, the value of the media
coverage that we have received. And it exceeded over
$51.1 million dollars in the last & years.

I think that we have localism here in
Monterey County alive and well. And I think it is a
mcdel for what should be at every other place.

Thank you.

MS. DAVIS: Thank you.
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(Applause.)

Microphone two.

DR. HAFFA: Hi. I'm Dr. Alan Haffa from
Monterey and a professor at a local community cocllege.
As an educator, I am evaluated by my students, by my
peers, and by my administrators, as I should be. My
college is evaluated by peer institutions as part of
our regular accreditation process.

Accountability is the norm in education.
Why, one might ask, is accountability anathema to
broadcasters who are using our public airwaves?

(Applause.)

DR. HAFFA: Our president has pushed
accountability in education as part of his No Child
Left Behind program, which requires assessment of
school performance, requires improvement, and provides
serious consequences if there is not demonstrated
performance improvement.

Is it too much for the public to demand
local accountability of our well-funded media outlets?
I urge you to pursue the very fine recommendations of

Martin Kaplan. And T also would say that our local
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educational outlets should be part of the media plan.
We need to have our voices heard as well.

Thank you.

MS. DAVIS: Thank you.

(Applause.)}

Micropheone one.

MR. SHULL; Good evening. My name is
Leslie Shull. Thank you for this cpportunity.

For mere than 19 years, I was a volunteer
programmer at the local community station KEZU, And
at one point, the license --

{Applause.)

MR. SHULL: Thank you.

-— the license for the station was taken
over by the foundation c¢f the university. It is a
strange situation to have a state-owned organization
taking over the license that belongs to all of us.
But, in any event, all of the music disappeared from
KEZU or virtually all of it. And I want to make a
plea for the music.

L lot of people have said very eloquent

things about politics and about democracy and health
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care. I'm not going to even pretend to be that

eloquent. All I am going to say is that without real
community radio and without the support from the FCC
of community radio, we are going to lose music. And
music is very, very important to all kinds of people.

Thank you.

MS. DAVIS: Thank you.

(Applause.)

Microphone two.

MR. McMANUS: Good evening. My name is
Michael McManus. I am here representing KSPB-FM. I
am 17, and I am the public relaticns and public
service director for the station. I am here with my
friend Reed Caviner. He’s also 17,

(Applause.)

MR. McMANUS: We are doing our best to
develop programming that serves the needs of the
community. But we need to hear from you.
Serviceatkspb.org. That's where you need to help us
out.

Secondly, commissioners, Commissioner

Copps, Commissioner Abernathy, Commissioner Adelsteln,
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there is a youth generation in this country that is
being manipulated by the large media right now.

(Applause.)

MR. McMANUS: This is my question for
you, what 1is going to happen in 15 or 20 years when
the present generation, youth generation, right now
comes into being the people who are at the heads of
these corporétions, these companies? And when they
are the ones who are making the decisions, what
happens in this media?

This is the model that they have to work
off of right now. They are being manipulated. We are
treated as dollar signs to be manipulated.

We are smart, thinking pesople. And we
need to be given the opportunity. We need to be
recognized that we can do something. And I need your
help from doing that. We need help from the
communities.

But please carry this message on to the
other commissioners, who couldn't be here, especially
the chairman. 1 got a chance to see him speak in Las

Vegas. I didn't get to speak with him.
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But there is a clear lack of recognition
of who we are. And we are a huge part of this
country, and we cannot be neglected. We cannot be
denied. You need to help us out, please.

And I am here to work with you. I have
given you my information. Please contact me. I want
to do everything I can to help. We need the community
to do everything we can, everything that you can to
help. Contact us. Work with us.

We're here to fight, and we're not
leaving. I'm 17. That's my friend. He's also 17.
We're here.

(Applause.}

MS., DAVIS: Thank you.

Microphone one.

MR. BARBER: Yes. My name is David
Barber. I come from Richmond, California. &nd I am
not associated with a group.

More stations and more diversity are
absolutely necessary to our democracy. It has taken
many serious blows lately. Recently the U.S. Senate

Intelligence Committee has analyzed the stories we
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were told leading us to war. They showed us that what
Colin Powell stated befcore the U.N. was crafted and
fabricated to lead us to war. For the first time,
most people in the U.S. learned what the rest of the
world has known since February 2003, long before the
war started.

Yesterday I re-read an article from The
Guardian, the London newspaper, dated February 6,
2003, cne day after Colin Powell spoke. It analyzed
each point, showling it was unsurprising, misleading,
and just plain wrong.

Where was this data in the U.S. media?

Cur TV networks were continually giving the message of
war. The New York Times' front pages were filled with
unchallenged government propaganda under the byline of
Judith Miller.

Of the fcur ma’jor TV news programs in the
week before and the week after Cclin Powell's speech
before the U.N., of the 393 pundits and analysts,
exactly 3 were anti-war, and the rest were pro-war.

This was at a time when the majority of

0.5, was pclled as against the war. The
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administration was put into power by the media. And
they were trying to keep him in power.

I demand that Michael Powell recuse
himself from this decision --

(Applause.)

MR. BARBER: -- since he has shown himself
as biased and has a clear conflict of interest. For
the rest of the commissioners, the media must be owned
by many and varied sources, I think no more than 25
stations by one corporation.

Thank you, Commissioner Abernathy, for
being here. I hope you are listening. You did, after
all, vote for the consolidation the last time.

MS., DAVIS: Thank ycu, sir. Thank you.

{Applause.)

Microphone two, please.

MR. OLSEN: OQOkay. I am Hebrard Olsen,
producer of 800 unpaid-~for local programs, about 200
local groups in 4 years.

(Applause.)

MR. OLSEN: This resulted in the transfer

of about $70,000 per year to this community. This is
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a value which the local media is not paying for.
And that is more than all the other media combined,
excluding council meetings and studio shows.

Local media should arrive . . . be ashamed
in my mind and arrive with their heads covered to hide
from the shame for not serving this community. And I
feel this community needs about ten times -- and I am
now including Salinas because they recently Jjoined us
—-- of the service that I provided.

Members of this community have been
brainwashed to believe they do not deserve to be the
subject of media. The cost of radio and TV content in
our culture is the only criteria used by the media,
rather than benefiting our leocal community.

Local Vietnamese culture ignored by the
communiity media for 20 years was explained in English
by Vietnamese point of view to the community and with
great respect, which stunned the Vietnamese community,
by exposing that on public access by me. This is one
of ten instances. The Vietnamese community was really
impressed.

What I would like you to dco is please
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revoke the licenses of stations which cover fewest of
1,000 groups that need to be covered and who have the
greatest number of non-viewers.

We never survey non-viewers. We just have
a little competition between different large groups.
Those stations which have monocultures should also be,
licenses should be considered for pulling. And if one
perscn can do 1t, like myself, they should be able to
do it.

M3. DAVIS: Thank you so much.

(Applause. )

Microphcne one.

MS. GANGADHARAN: My name is Seeta
Gangadharan. I am a Ph.D. student at Stanford
University. I have been asked to read the testimony
of Patti Miller, who you know was unable to give her
official statement tonight. And I am paraphrasing.

Five points. As the FCC evaluates how
broadcasters are responding to the needs of local
communities, they shcould consider, first and foremost,
how children’'s needs are being servad,

Under the FCC guidelines, stations are
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expected to air a minimum of three hours per week of
children's educational and information, EI,
programming, at times when children are likely to be
watching.

To assess how commercial television
stations are serving the child audience, Children Now
and the Institute for Public Representation at
Georgetown University analyzed the children's
television reports for the last quarter of 2003
prepared by the four full-powered television stations
in the Monterey-Salinas Designated Market Area.

Eirst, our analysis found that many of the
shows still do not have educating or informing
children as a significant purpose of the program as
required by the FCC rules.

Here is one example of how broadcasters
have inappropriately characterized programs as serving
children's educatiocnal and informational needs.

The educational objective for KSBW's
"Kenny the Shark" is as follows: Kenny the Shark is
about a tiger shark that has made the transition from

sea to land, but it's very hard to adapt to new

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

188

conditions., He lives with Cat, a middle schocl
student, and her family. In the process of watching
Kenny deal with his situation, we learn real world
facts about shark behavior, habits, and bioclogy.

I don't know about you, but I am not aware
of any real-world sharks that live on land.

(Laughter.)

MS. GANGADHARAN: There are fcur cther
statements that come with Patti Miller's testimony.
I believe it will be submitted into the public record,
I encourage the commissicners to take a close lock at
it.

Thank you.

{Applause.)

MS. DAVIS: Thank you wvery much.

Microghone two.

MS. FARMINGTON: My name is Ann
Farmington. And I have been a media activist and
educator for 24 vyears.

(Applause.)

MS. FARMINGTON: I founded Media Watch to

challenge racism, sexism, and violence in the media
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through educétion and action. Our gecal is to bring
about social change to improve life, especially for
the disenfranchised.

ILocal television has a history of covering
our protest marches, street theatre with a snicker.
We're the teaser or the joke at the end cf the news
hour. The overt trivialization of feminist concerns
is blatant in commercial media.

(Applause.)

MS. FARMINGTON: I perscnally committed
civil disobe&ience to attract media coverage in order
to begin vital discussions abcut the epidemic of
violence against women. Rape, intimate partner
battering, and child sexual abuse are epidemic.

While the exact connecticns between
violence and the media is disputed, we are all surely
guinea pigs in this vast commercial media experiment.

Having local media access for every
community member is our right. This is not a polite
request. For many of us wanting tc make informed
choices, it could be a matter of 1ife or death. We

need a media that invests in compassion. We need to
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see and hear untold stories, the real life
consequences of hate.

Where are the stories of the 200 U.S.
women scldiers who sought assistance from a rape
crisis center since the Irag war started who were
assaulted by fellow troops?

(Applause.)

MS. FARMINGTON: Where are the in-depth
stories of harm and abuse caused by prostitution and
pornography? Where is the relationship between the
bcards of directors of media giants and the enerqgy,
banking, and defense industries?

(Applause.)

MS. FARMINGTON: These topics are treated
with the media's most effective tool: silence.

I hear shock jocks spewing hatred 24/7.
It's hip to hate. My l3-year-old son was with me when
I heard a DJ on a Santa Cruz ex-radio instruct women
to put cottage cheese in their crotches to get rid of
unwanted boyfriends. These attitudes are impossible
to counter without equal access.

A truly diverse public media information
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system would stimulate community participation and
expose the results of greed, violence, and racism and
woman-hating. The FCC must hold stations accountable
to local communities through a stronger license
process.

Can T just finish this sentence?

MS. DAVIS3: No.

(Applause.)

Microphone one.

MR. MELENDEZ: My name is Bill Melendez,
representing the League of United Latin American
Citizens of a Central Coast in California.

My comments are brief. No =-- to
deregulation, nc -- to corporate consclidation, no -=-
to the outdated classification and the allocation of
rules and regulations, and no te shock veocabulary and
vulgarity.

Now let me just briefly go over the first

©w ris

no” on deregulation because before deregulation, our
organization, LULAC, NAACP, Phil Lamp {(phonetic)

Councils participated in lecal gquarterly assessment

meetings regarding the broadcasters' employee
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affirmative action plans, -~- this was with KSBW -- how
people of color were being negatively portrayed in
news service  and media, methods that could be used to
portray pesitive role models in the community of
color, and programming that would be of interest to
our communities. This all stopped with deregulation.
We no longer engaged broadcasters with our views
because they truly den't care.

This area has a large Latino population.
And I just heard a man say who works for emergency
services that he doesn't have a person who speaks
Spanish on emergency services. How could this be in
a county where there is such a large Latino
population? So you could see that we’ve got major
problems.

W

I would say “yes” to the localization or
the opportunities that should be provided to the
diverse populations that live in this community, but
wages at most broadcasting facilities pay less than
some fast food outlets.

The recruitment of Latinos -- thank you

very much.
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{Laughter.)

MS. DAVI3: Thank you very much.

{Applause.)

I appreciate it. Thank you.

MR. ZWERLING: Hi. My name is Michael
Zwerling. I was born and raised in Santa Cruz, Jjust
across the Bay from here, where I now reside.

For the last 13 and a half years, my
family and I have owned and operated KSCO News Talk AM
1080, a 10,000-watt commercial radio station which
serves the Monterey Bay area with news, traffic, and
discussion of issues, both local and national, and
proudly the only commercial radio station broadcasting
this entire hearing live.

(hpplause.)

MR. ZWERLING: I feel very strongly that
what the Commission did in 199¢ by relaxing broadcast
ownership limits has been contrary to the public
interest as well as destructive to the radio industry.
It has spawned a very disturbing government-induced
and protected anti-competitive and predatory

environment in the radio industry that is making it
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increasingly'difficult for independent broadcasters
like me to survive.

I was going to give you a very Jjuicy
illustration of Clear Channel trving to squish us like
a bug, but there's no time because of the two minutes.

I think you can see and recognize the
prcblem here. Regardless of what they say, large
conglomerates will always do what is in their
interest, not the puklic interest. That's why we have
you, the FCC, to look out for the public interest, noct
sandbag it.

I am here to make two simple suggestions
of what you should do to fix the problem and create an
envircnment that promotes, rather than prevents,
lccalism, diversity, and competiticn.

First, change the ownership rules not to
raise the limits but to roll back the limits to what

they were back in 1991, when I got into this business,

{(Applause.)
MR. ZWERLING: -- no more than one AM

staticon and one FM station per owner per market, and
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require divestiture immediately.
(Applause.)

MR, ZWERLING: And second, make

it

absolutely illegal for a company that contrcls much of

the hardware or radic statieon licenses, a company such

as Clear Channel, to also own the dominant software or

radic pregramming in the broadcast industry. I
believe this falls under the antitrust rules already
supposedly in force in the United States of America.
We have no communications. Do you want
diversity? Do you want --
MS. DAVIS: You do have 15 more seconds.
MR. ZWERLING: -- localism? Do you want
competition? Do it. Do it now.
M5. DAVIS: T gave --

(Aprlause.}

MS. DAVIS: I had spoken with that

gentleman. And he had an extra 15 seconds. I'm
sorry you didn't see my signal. Okay.

We can go to the mic, next mic. I think
he made his point. His comments are being sent in.

Take your 15 seconds.
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MR. ZWERLING: Okay. And, second, make it
illegal for a company that controls much of the
hardware or radio station licenses, a company such as
Clear Channel, to also own the dominant software or
radio programming, such as the Rush Limbaugh Show, the
Dr. Laura Show, et cetera, in the broadcast industry.
I believe this falls under the antitrust rules already
supposedly in force in this country.

You want diversity. You want localism.
You want coméetition. Then do what I said, those two
simple things. You will be amazed at what happens.

{Applause.)

MS. DAVIS: Thank you for keeping your
word, Microphone one.

MR. OSMER: My name is Dennis Csmer. I am
a former mayor of the City of Watsonville, alsc open
for your tourist dollars just 30 miles north.

{Laughter.)

MR. OSMER: I currently represent the
Pajaro Valley on the Santa Cruz County Planning
Commission. We are fortunate to have a radio station

here that in its format, operation, and management
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epitomizes the best of service to the public trust and
whose history exemplifies the difficulties of
achieving such service in the face of unresponsive
legislation énd regulation. That station is KPIG
107.5 FM, --

(Applause.)

MR. OSMER: -- currently licensed to
Mapleton Communications, led by President Adam
Nathanson. Their playlist is not set by a finance
manager who has been promoted to program director --

(Laughter.}

MR. OSMER: -- but by a long-time
professional dedicated to diverse entertainment and to
promcting thé art and enjoyment of music in many
forms.

Local artists and those on the fringes of
the mainstream music industry are featured, mostly
live, and promoted. The DJs broadcast live and are
involved in community events throughout the region.

Diverse commentaries are encouraged and
played regularly. It is a local station run by local

reople who belong to an endangered species:
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independent broadcasters.

While this station has been helped to
survive by Mapleton Communications, there is a
constant threat from market forces and absent
regulation. In the history cof the station -- and by
"station," I mean the people dedicated to the local
format and their lccal audience -- the buyer of
consolidation fueled by the FCC has burned them again
and again. It 1s almost impossible to operate a truly
responsive local station in the face of the trend
toward market monopolization.

Please consider all of the copticns you
have for increasing local influence in broadcasting.

M5. DAVIS: Thank you.

{Applause.)

Microphone two.

MS. MUELLER: Hi. My name is Mary Ann
Mueller. I'm from Palo Alto. And it's really awful
that us in California are so shy.

(Laughter.)

MS. MUELLER: I am not a high school

teacher of AP communication studies, but if I were, I
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would put this essay question to my students: Murdoch
and localism, is there a connection? Does the FCC
care? So I would like to put that, actually, as an
honest, serious question to you. I know it comes
across as a little bit antagonistic, but okay.

That's it.

{Applause.)

MS. DAVIS: You would like a reply to
that? Is there anyone here who wants to reply to
that?

COMMISSIONER COPPS: This commissicner
cares.

{(Applause.)

MS. MUELLER: Well, thank you very much
for having the courage to say that you care. I think
it i1s notable that pecple don't even have the courage
to say anything when Murdoch's name is brought up.

{Applause.)

MS. DAVIS: Thank you. Microphone one.

MR. QUICK: Thank you. I am Peter Quick.
I live in Salinas, California. I am on the executive

board of Local 817 of the Service Employees
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International Union.

We are 7,000 janitors, clerks, nurses,
doctors, teachers, c¢hild care workers, home health
care workers, technicians, scientists, cooks,
housekeepers; in short, mainstream working Americans.
We den't see or hear ourselves very often on TV or
radio.

A year ago, 4,000 workers marched in
Salinas for universal health care, 4,000 in Salinas.
vYou know, Salinas is not exactly a hotbed of political
activism.

{Laughter.)

MR. QUICK: So you wculd think the local
TV and radio staticns would maybe trim the daily
ten minute crime report or one of the three weather
reports. But no. Despite the incredible efforts of
the citizens of this county, we received the usual
scant, superficial sound bite coverage with absolutely
no opportunity to meaningfully present our point of
view.

And when unions are covered, we get the

business perspective. We hear about labor costs,

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 WP Nealrgross.comm




