
Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, DC  20554 
 
In the Matter of     ) 
       ) 
The Establishment of Policies and   ) 
Service Rules for the Broadcasting-Satellite ) 
Service at the 17.3-17.7 GHz Frequency  ) IB Docket No. 06-123 
Band and at the 17.7-17.8 GHz Frequency )      
Band Internationally, and at the 24.75-25.25 )  
GHz Frequency Band for Fixed Satellite   ) 
Services Providing Feeder Links to the   ) 
Broadcasting-Satellite Service and for the ) 
Satellite Services Operating Bi-directionally  ) 
In the 17.3-17.8 GHz Frequency Band  ) 
 
 

PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF TELESAT CANADA 

Telesat Canada (“Telesat”), by its attorneys and pursuant to Section 1.106 

of the Commission’s rules, hereby petitions for reconsideration of the Order on 

Reconsideration in the above-captioned proceeding.1  In the Order on 

Reconsideration, the Commission reconsidered, sua sponte, the processing and 

service rules it had adopted for the 17/24 GHz Broadcasting-Satellite Service 

(“17/24 GHz BSS”).   

The rule changes that the Commission adopted in the Order on 

Reconsideration do not resolve the issues Telesat raised in its previously-filed 

petition for reconsideration2 of the Report and Order (“R&O”)3 in this 

                                                 
1 Order on Reconsideration, FCC 07-174 (Sept. 28, 2007).   
2 Petition for Reconsideration of Telesat Canada, IB Docket No. 06-123 (Sept. 28, 2007).   
3 Report and Order, 22 FCC Rcd 8842 (2007).   
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proceeding.  Accordingly, Telesat continues to seek the relief it requested in its 

initial petition for reconsideration.   

INTRODUCTION 

In the R&O, the Commission adopted processing and service rules for the 

17/24 GHz Broadcasting-Satellite Service.  These rules include an orbital 

assignment plan for 17/24 GHz BSS satellites; the plan is comprised of a grid of 

orbital locations spaced four degrees apart that are identified in Appendix F of 

the R&O.   

The Commission provided in the R&O that an applicant would be 

permitted to operate from an off-grid location if it could show that “the proposed 

satellite will not cause any more interference to any 17/24 GHz BSS satellite 

operating at a location specified in Appendix F, and in compliance with the rules 

for this service, than if the proposed satellite were positioned precisely at the 

Appendix F orbital location.”4  Further, “such applicants must also agree to 

accept any increased interference that may result from adjacent 17/24 GHz BSS 

space stations that are operating in compliance with the rules for this service.”5 

On June 13, 2007, Industry Canada announced that it would award Telesat 

17/24 GHz BSS licenses for the following orbital locations: 72.5° W.L., 82° W.L., 

86.5° W.L., and 118.7° W.L.  Telesat's 17/24 GHz BSS orbital locations all fall 

                                                 
4 R&O, ¶ 74.   
5 R&O, ¶ 74.   



-3- 
 

between two orbital locations on the U.S. grid, and they all are separated by less 

than four degrees from orbital locations on the U.S. grid.  The distance between 

Telesat's orbital locations and the closest orbital locations on the grid ranges from 

0.3 degrees to 1.5 degrees.  Telesat's 17/24 GHz BSS satellites will provide 

coverage to both Canada and the United States, and Telesat intends to request 

FCC authority to serve the United States after the Commission's freeze on 17/24 

GHz BSS applications has been lifted. 

In its initial petition for reconsideration, Telesat requested that the 

Commission address the need for U.S. licensees to coordinate with non-U.S. 

licensees having ITU date priority.  In particular, Telesat asked that the 

Commission attach conditions to any 17/24 GHz BSS license grant:  (1) making 

the grant subject to the licensee coordinating with satellite operators having ITU 

date priority; and (2) making the orbital location specified in the grant subject to 

modification to an off-grid location if necessary to facilitate coordination with a 

satellite operator having ITU date priority.   

In the Order on Reconsideration, which was released the day that Telesat 

filed its initial petition for reconsideration, the Commission established an 

exception to the requirement that U.S. licensees operate at on-grid locations.  It 

stated that it would “assign space stations to orbital locations that are offset from 

the Appendix F locations by up to one degree, without requiring them to reduce 

power or accept additional interference, if there are no licensed or prior-filed 
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applications for 17/24 GHz BSS space stations less than four degrees away from 

the proposed offset space station.”6 

DISCUSSION 

Although the “one degree off the grid” exception that the Commission 

adopted in the Order on Reconsideration may facilitate coordination in some 

cases, it does not resolve the issues that Telesat has raised on reconsideration.  

The exception is inapplicable to several of the 17/24 GHz BSS orbital locations 

Industry Canada has awarded to Telesat, either because:  (1) a U.S. applicant has 

requested an adjacent, on-grid orbital location,; or (2) Telesat’s orbital location is 

more than one degree off the grid.  The “one degree off the grid” exception does 

not apply in either of these circumstances.  There is a continuing need, therefore, 

for the relief that Telesat requested previously.   

                                                 
6 Order on Reconsideration, ¶ 1.   
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CONCLUSION 

Accordingly, and for the reasons stated herein and in Telesat’s initial 

petition for reconsideration, the Commission should attach conditions to any 

17/24 GHz BSS license grant:  (1) making the grant subject to the licensee 

coordinating with satellite operators having ITU date priority; and (2) making 

the orbital location specified in the grant subject to modification to an off-grid 

location if necessary to facilitate coordination with a satellite operator having 

ITU date priority.   

Respectfully submitted, 

TELESAT CANADA 

 

By:  /s/ Joseph A. Godles   
Joseph A. Godles 

GOLDBERG, GODLES, WIENER & WRIGHT 
1229 Nineteenth Street, NW 
Washington, DC   20036 
(202) 429-4900 
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