
 
 

 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 

Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th St., SW 

Washington, DC 20554 

 

RE: Notice of Oral Ex Parte Presentation: 

• Broadcasting issues:  MB Docket 06-121, MB Docket 04-228, MB Docket 02-277, MM 

Docket 01-235, MM Docket 01-317, MM Docket 00-244 

• Cable issues:  MB Docket 06-189, MB Docket 05-255 
 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 

On November 19, 2007, I met with Commissioner Michael Copps and his legal advisors, Rick 

Chessen, Scott Deutchman, and Bruce Gottlieb, regarding the aforementioned pending 

proceedings.  On November 18
 
and 19, 2007, I participated in two telephone communications 

with Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein and his legal advisor, Rudy Brioche.   

 

In each of these meetings, we discussed matters previously filed in the comments of Consumer 

Federation of America, Consumers Union, and Free Press in the broadcast ownership 

proceedings. We discussed the proposed rule issued in a news release by Chairman Kevin Martin 

on November 13, 2007.  In particular, with regard to broadcast ownership rules, I raised my 

concerns that the relaxation of the newspaper-broadcast cross-ownership rule will reduce the 

number of independent voices, then number of minority broadcast licensees and the amount of 

local news in a market.  I presented evidence that the rule change would permit media mergers 

not only in the top 20 markets, but in markets across the country by weakening the public interest 

standard for applicants that would not already be presumed in the public interest.    

 

I also presented evidence from previously filed research that the Commission has yet to properly 

study the impact of media market concentration on localism and the level of minority ownership 

of broadcast stations.  We discussed proposals in the docket for local accountability in 

broadcasting.  We discussed the failure of the Commission to produce an accurate census of 

minority owners or a market concentration analysis with regard to existing minority owners and 

aspiring owners inside and outside the top 20 markets.  I noted the inherent problems of voting 

on new rules addressing minority ownership and localism without seriously studying a full 

census of minority licensees or developing an analysis of which market structures are most likely 

to produce quality local programming.  I noted the strong opposition of my organization to any 

rule-making on media ownership on an accelerated time-table and our concern that these 

proposed rules have not been given appropriate public notice, or adequate time for public 

comment, nor are they based on a coherent evidentiary base. 



 

Finally, we discussed the proceedings regarding competition in the cable industry and the so-

called “70/70” threshold. I argued that there is very substantial evidence in the record to indicate 

that the threshold has been reached, and that it is good public policy to make a finding that favors 

diversifying the cable platform. 

 

As required by Commission rules, a copy of this Notice will be filed in the relevant dockets. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ben Scott  

Policy Director 

Free Press        

 


