
I am opposed to any futher media consolidation:  The following

letter to Chairman Martin will explain my opposition:

 

I live in the greater Kansas City, Missouri area.  We have one

major newspaper here, The Kansas City Star.  The Star is

essentially a monopoly newspaper here; its largest competitor is

the Independence Examiner, a paper that serves the Independence, MO

area.  In the 1950s, the Star was ordered to divest itself of a

radio and a TV station, WDAF TV and WDAF Radio.  Under other

restrictions, the Star was not allowed to own smaller papers in the

area.  In the late 1990s, the Star appealed to the Justice

Department to ask for those restrictions to be lifted.  Some

restrictions were lifted, and immediately, the Star bought up local

papers all over the area, two of them were located in the Lee’s

Summit area near where I live.  That gave the STAR another

monopoly, the area newspaper business.  I was the only one to

complain to the Justice Department because I feared exactly what

did happen after the Justice Department decision. 

 

Mr. Martin, we need more choices not fewer.  I am boycotting the

Star at this time because the Star’s news department has become a

neo-con outlet that buries important news in the back of the “A”

section while placing news favorable to the Bush administration on

page A-1.  

 

For 2 ½ years, I wrote a free column for the Lee’s Summit Journal. 

That paper is one among several that was bought out by the Kansas

City Star.  During my time as a contributing columnist, I wrote

about various topics, but when I wrote a column critical of George

W. Bush during the lead up to the war with Iraq, I was blackballed

by the Publisher, Steve Curd, who was a Star employee.  He had come

from the Star sales department to be publisher of the Journal. He

has since moved to the Independence Examiner and has placed a black

ball on me at that paper.  That, sir, was censorship.  The

blackball at the Journal held until recently.  During that time, 4

½ years, I could not even get a letter to the editor published into

that paper.  I am still essentially locked out of the editorial

pages of the Journal, but Republican office holders have full

length columns in every edition.  In the last seven editions



Republican office holders have had eight full length columns:

Republican State Representative Will Kraus has had a column,

Republican Governor Matt Blunt has had two columns, Republican

Senator Kit Bond has had a column, Republican State Senator Matt

Bartle has had two columns, and Republican state representative

Bryan Yates has had a column. Do you get the picture?  As long as

you are a Republican official, you will be published, but if you

have a differing point of view, a view that is critical of those

same politicians or Republican policies, it will not be published.

 

The Kansas City Star and all of its subsidiary papers are now owned

by McClatchy Newspapers.  McClatchy bought the papers from Knight

Ridder.

 

Is that what you want to do with our news media in Kansas City,

give the monopoly newspaper still other means of presenting the

views of Republican politicians?  Commercial radio in the area is

already controlled by those who only offer talk radio programs that

favor the Republican Party.  

 

No sir, what we need is more diversity of ownership, not less.  It

would seem that the Republican Party has found a way to dominate

the news media in this area.  We do not need one party to dominate

our news media. 

 

Gene W. DeVaux

 

 


