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BEFORE THE 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 
 

 
 
In the Matter of  
 
Review of the Emergency Alert System 
 
 
 
To:  Office of the Secretary 

 
)
)
)
)
)
 

 
 
      EB Docket No. 04-296 

 
JOINT COMMENTS OF THE 

NAMED STATE BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATIONS 
 

 Alabama Broadcasters Association, Alaska Broadcasters Association, Arizona 

Broadcasters Association, Arkansas Broadcasters Association, California Broadcasters 

Association, Colorado Broadcasters Association, Connecticut Broadcasters Association, Florida 

Association of Broadcasters, Georgia Association of Broadcasters, Hawaii Broadcasters 

Association, Idaho State Broadcasters Association, Illinois Broadcasters Association, Indiana 

Broadcasters Association, Iowa Broadcasters Association, Kansas Association of Broadcasters, 

Kentucky Broadcasters Association, Louisiana Association of Broadcasters, Maine Association 

of Broadcasters, MD/DC/DE Broadcasters Association, Massachusetts Broadcasters Association, 

Michigan Association of Broadcasters, Minnesota Broadcasters Association, Mississippi 

Association of Broadcasters, Missouri Broadcasters Association, Montana Broadcasters 

Association, Nebraska Broadcasters Association, Nevada Broadcasters Association, New 

Hampshire Association of Broadcasters, New Jersey Broadcasters Association, New Mexico 

Broadcasters Association, The New York State Broadcasters Association, Inc., North Dakota 

Broadcasters Association, Oklahoma Association of Broadcasters, Oregon Association of 
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Broadcasters, Pennsylvania Association of Broadcasters, Rhode Island Broadcasters Association, 

South Carolina Broadcasters Association, South Dakota Broadcasters Association, Tennessee 

Association of Broadcasters, Texas Association of Broadcasters, Utah Broadcasters Association, 

Vermont Association of Broadcasters, Washington State Association of Broadcasters, West 

Virginia Broadcasters Association, Wisconsin Broadcasters Association, and Wyoming 

Association of Broadcasters (collectively, the “State Associations”), by their attorneys in this 

matter, hereby submit their Joint Comments in response to the Further Notice of Proposed Rule 

Making in the above-captioned proceeding pertaining to the Commission’s Emergency Alert 

System (“EAS”).1 

 The Further NPRM raises questions, inter alia, regarding how the Commission’s EAS 

regulations might be modified to ensure that non-English speakers and persons with disabilities 

are reached by EAS messages.  As the Commission is aware, the State Associations have, as 

have the National Association of Broadcasters (“NAB”) and many other broadcast and other 

groups, applauded the Commission’s ongoing efforts to ensure that all Americans, including 

non-English speakers and those with disabilities, have reasonable access to emergency 

information.  The State Associations continue to support that important goal and those efforts.  

Complicating the Commission’s task, as well as the broadcast industry’s task here, is the fact that 

many entities and organizations at the Federal, state and local levels are also deeply involved in 

ensuring public safety.  For that reason, Commission is encouraged to continue to use its bully 

pulpit, and this proceeding, to bring together all stakeholders in this important national, regional 

and local undertaking.  Neither the Commission nor the broadcast industry can succeed alone. 

                                                 
1  Review of the Emergency Alert System, Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 22 FCC Rcd 13275 (2007) 

(“Further NPRM”). 
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 Also complicating the efforts of the FCC and the broadcast industry are the facts there are 

a myriad of geographic and demographic differences that exist in the United States, including  

many unique differences in needs and resources, state to state, and locality to locality.  In light of 

this, the State Associations look forward to reviewing the opening comments filed by others in 

this proceeding with the hope that a clear and workable path to the Commission’s laudable goal 

will be elucidated.  The State Associations continue their commitment to work with the 

Commission, emergency management authorities around the country, the NAB, citizen and 

public interest groups and others, on this very important matter. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

NAMED STATE BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATIONS 
 
 

By: ________/s/____________ 
Richard R. Zaragoza 
Paul A. Cicelski 

 
PILLSBURY WINTHROP 
SHAW PITTMAN LLP 
2300 N Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
(202) 663-8000 
 
Their Attorneys in this Matter 

Dated:  December 3, 2007 


