
The proposal to further ease the ownership restrictions between print and electronic

media in the same market should not be approved by the Commission.  Currently, the

print and electronic medias are controlled by too few owners and the diversity of

opinion, coverage of local issues, local control, and ownership have dimished

substantially.  Most of the media are now owned by a small group of corporate giants

who merely clone each other's viewpoints, entertainment, and news coverage.  It takes

only a few moments of listening to or watching the major networks or media franchises

to observe that they are operating entirely by a common formula that does not include

independence of news coverage, does not foster creative entertainment, and severly

limits or even censors opinion or viewpoints to the point of limiting or denying the

truth.

 

Our Democracy needs an independent and diverse media offering a range of news,

views, and entertainment.  It's analogous to the need for genetic diversity in plant and

animal populations to provide the stock able to adapt to changes in the environment. 

Chairman Martin says this proposal only affects the 20 largest media markets in the

country, but those markets include more than 45% of the nation's population.  This

would result in a huge change in the availability and independence of media for nearly

half of the country's population.  Congress has already quashed a previous move to

allow this type of consolidation and has given every indication that it will do so again

should the proposal pass the Commission.  Passing a proposal that is overwhelmingly

opposed by the nation's citizens and will not pass muster in the legislative branch is a

waste of human effort and the taxpayer's time and money.  The media ownership rules

need to be changed so that they promote more competition, independent news and

commentary, and creative entertainment.  This proposal does the opposite and would

limit or further destroy the diversity which is the cornerstone of our democracy.

 


