
Don't let AOL/MSN and cable telecoms block Net

 

Don't let proprietary online services related companies like AOL Inc (America Online now a subsidiary

of Time Warner) and Microsoft Corporation owner and operator of the Microsoft Network online

services portal (MSN.com) which owns the Internet Explorer web browser and MSN browser software

or even major cable and telecom companies do away with Network Neutrality. This means opposing

censorship by Time Warner Cable (which is connected to both AOL and Road Runner), and a handful

of other cable and telecom giants like ComCast, Cox Digital Cable, AT&T, Verizon, etc control the

Internet. I am glad the browser wars have resurfaced since Microsoft in the original browser war killed

off Netscape's browser business which was bought by AOL and discontinued.

 

Today I use non Microsoft browsers like Mozilla Firefox and Apple's Safari. I want neither a monopoly

nor a duopoly in browsers or any other market. I support Google also as a viable competitor to

Microsoft in the advertising and web search business. I support AOL only when it deserves support. I

don't want AOL to block Net Neutrality either.

 

Net Neutrality is essential to free speech, equal opportunity and economic innovation in America.

Since the FCC removed this basic protection in 2005, the top executives of phone and cable

companies have stated their intention to become the Internet's gatekeepers and to discriminate

against Web sites that don't pay their added tolls.

 

This fundamental change would end the open Internet as we know it. It would damage my ability to

connect with others, share information and participate in our 21st century democracy and economy.

The FCC must ensure that broadband providers do not block, interfere with or discriminate against

any lawful Internet traffic based on its ownership, source or destination.


