
To Whom it May Concern:

 

I urge the FCC to grant the Kristin Brooks Hope Center Application for Review and return the toll free

hotline numbers to KBHC promptly.  If necessary to accomplish that, I support a temporary extension

of the 12 month temporary re-assignment.

 

I am writing in support of 1-800-SUICIDE and the KBHC as a an advocate for American women with

maternal health complications. I am the founder and president of Safermaternity.org, an online

community of women who have suffered maternal health complications.

 

My main concern is that the 1-800-SUICIDE phone number has been used by many women with

Perinatal and Postnatal Depression, the most common medical complication related to pregnancy

and birth. The women call to speak with a counsellor in times of crisis. In addition, many family

members of women with PPD utilize the telephone number for help and local referrals.

 

Over 4 million babies are born annually in the USA. The generally accepted statistic is that 10 percent

of all new mothers suffer some form of PPD. That is 400,000 American women every year suffering

from depression. One percent of those women, or 4,000 suffer psychosis - an extreme form of PPD

where the woman suffers delusions and violent thoughts. It is the special training given to the

volunteers who answer the phones at 1-800-SUICIDE that saves lives. They are given specific

training for PPD and the types of calls related to PPD. I know that 1-800-SUICIDE has saved the lives

of many such woman or given comfort and help to the families of such women.

 

The switch to a federally run 800 number cannot occur until it is ensured that all the quality of

information, training of volunteers and sensitivity to women's health issues, especially depression

around pregnancy and early motherhood, remains at the high standard it is today with 1-800-

SUICIDE.

 

If the 800 number must be moved to the federal government, I recommend that Mr. Reese Butler

continue to oversee the 800 number and all that is required of maintaining the local referrals and the

quality of the volunteers. In addition, I recommend increased funding and staff.

 

Respectfully Submitted,

 

Adrienne Oleck, Esq.

Founder and President

Safermaternity.org

a Maryland nonprofit


