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COMMENTS OF ITRON, INC. 

 
Itron, Inc. (“Itron”), by its attorneys, hereby comments on the Request for 

Waiver of Section 15.247(b)1 of the Commission’s Rules filed by Veroscan, Inc. 

(“Veroscan”).2  For reasons that are discussed below, the technical information 

that Veroscan has provided is incomplete, and the Commission should take no 

action on Veroscan’s waiver request until the company has made a full showing.  

In addition, Itron urges the Commission not to view Veroscan’s request in 

isolation, but rather to consider what would be the cumulative impact if a 

Veroscan waiver were added to the 902-928 MHz band waivers that have been 

granted previously. 

I. INTEREST OF ITRON 

Itron manufactures automatic meter reading (“AMR”) and advanced 

metering infrastructure (“AMI”) systems that operate on frequencies in the 

unlicensed 902-928 MHz band.3  These systems use both fixed and mobile 

                                                 
1 47 C.F.R. § 15.247(b). 
2 In the Matter of Veroscan, Inc., Request for Waiver of Section 15.247(b) of the Commission’s 
Rules, ET Docket No. 07-257 (filed Sept. 18, 2007) (“Waiver Request”). 
3 Wireless meter-reading systems represent a significant advance over conventional 
methods for providing an interface between utilities and and their customers.  They 
enhance dramatically utility productivity and efficiency, eliminating time-consuming 
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wireless networks and devices to enable electric, gas and water utilities to 

monitor and collect data from both commercial and residential meters 

automatically.  With AMR technologies, wireless modules installed in or on a 

meter transmit consumption data and other information back to a receiver unit 

from where it will be forwarded to the utility’s central office or an information 

processing center.   

Nearly 2000 utilities and municipalities nationwide rely on Itron 

technology of this type to collect data from more than 60 million meters.  Itron’s 

customers have invested over $2 billion in their AMR networks.  Additionally, 

AMI, with two-way communications, is a key component of a modern Smart 

Grid; the automated and programmable functions of AMI can reduce costs for 

numerous utility functions and support the increasingly important goal of 

providing customers with time-differentiated pricing options. 

The 902-928 MHz band is an essential resource for utilities’ AMR and AMI 

systems.  Any waiver of the Part 15 rules could change the RF environment of 

the band, and should be carefully considered by the Commission. 

II. VEROSCAN’S TECHNICAL SHOWING IS INCOMPLETE. 

Veroscan requests a waiver of the power limit specified in Section 

15.247(b) of the rules.  The company seeks to operate at a higher power during 

the time its system is employed in what Veroscan terms a “body-scan mode,” 

which it explains is a body scan “in or around the patient” during or just after 

surgery.4   

                                                                                                                                                 
travel and increasing by a factor of ten, twenty, or more the number of meters that can 
be read in a shift. 
4 Waiver Request at 1 and 4. 
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Section 15.247(b) provides for an EIRP limit of 4 watts.  Veroscan seeks 

instead to operate with a transmitter having an output power of 25 watts and an 

antenna having a gain of “no more than 8 dBi gain directed towards the body.”5   

The technical information provided does not allow for a proper analysis of 

the interference potential of Veroscan’s proposed operations.  Signal strength is 

the foundation for any interference analysis.  Veroscan is silent, however, as to 

the antenna pattern its devices would employ, making it impossible to determine 

the signal strength that would be radiated in directions other than towards the 

patient.  The Commission should take no action on Veroscan’s waiver request 

unless and until the company has provided information regarding the signal 

strength its system would be radiating in all directions.  In the event that any 

additional information is provided, Itron asks that interested parties be given an 

opportunity to comment.   

III. THE COMMISSION SHOULD CONSIDER THE CUMULATIVE 
EFFECT OF WAIVERS IN THE 902-928 MHZ BAND. 

The Commission is conducting a rulemaking proceeding to consider 

whether it is necessary to adopt spectrum etiquette procedures for unlicensed 

902-928 MHz operations as a way of improving or protecting the operating 

conditions in the band.6   As comments in that proceeding attest, billions of 

dollars have been invested in these unlicensed operations, and hundreds of 

millions of unlicensed devices have been deployed in the band.  The comments 

                                                 
5 Id. at 5. 
6 In the matter of Modification of Parts 2 and 15 of the Commission’s Rules for Unlicensed 
Devices and Equipment Approval, Memorandum Opinion and Order and Further Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking, 22 FCC Rcd 11383, ET Docket No. 03-201 (rel. June 22, 2007) 
(“Spectrum Etiquette FNPRM”). 

  



 
 

- 4 -

also detail how the band has become more crowded and efficient band sharing 

more difficult.7

Interference is cumulative.  The Commission, therefore, should not 

evaluate in isolation the effect of Veroscan’s proposed waiver on the RF 

environment.  Rather, and particularly in light of the already-crowded conditions 

in the 902-928 MHz band, the Commission should take into account the 

cumulative impact on the band of Veroscan’s proposed waiver and waivers that 

already have been granted.   

In assessing this cumulative impact, the Commission should bear in mind 

that Veroscan is proposing to deploy its systems in surgical center operating 

rooms.8  Surgical centers are increasingly located in general-purpose office 

buildings and shopping malls rather than in traditional hospital and medical 

center settings.  Consequently, Veroscan’s systems would be in close proximity 

to other businesses that make extensive use of unlicensed 902-928 MHz band 

devices.  This close proximity heightens the importance of a cumulative impact 

analysis.   

                                                 
7 See Id. at 6; Joint Comments of Cellnet Technologies, Inc. and Hunt Technologies, LLC 
at 6-7; Comments of PECO Energy at 2; Comments of We Energies at 1-2. 
8 Waiver Request at 2 and 4. 
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CONCLUSION 

For the reasons stated herein:  

The Commission should take no action on Veroscan’s waiver request 

unless Veroscan submits additional information making it possible to analyze 

interference potential in all directions.   

In assessing Veroscan’s waiver request, the Commission should consider 

the cumulative impact of waivers in the 902-928 MHz band. 

      Respectfully submitted,  
 

 ITRON, INC. 
 
 

      By:/s/Joseph A. Godles
 Joseph A. Godles 
 Laura A. Stefani 
 Goldberg, Godles, Wiener & Wright  

      1229 Nineteenth Street, N.W. 
      Washington, DC  20036 
      (202) 429-4900 
 

      Its Attorneys 
December 13, 2007 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
 

 I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Comments of 

Itron, Inc. was sent by first-class mail, postage prepaid, this 13th day of 

December, 2007, to the following: 

 
Veroscan, Inc. 
5085 W Park Boulevard 
Suite 100 
Plano, TX 75093-2007 
Attn: John P. Volpi 
 
David Siddall 
Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker, LLP 
875 15th Street, NW 
Washington, D.C.  20005 
Attorney for Veroscan, Inc. 

 

 
 

/s/    
 Brenda Campbell 

 
 
 

  


