Before the

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
)

Improving Public Safety Communications )

in the 800 MHz Band ) WT Docket No. 02-55
)

New 800 MHz Band Plan for U.S. - Canada )

Border Region )

REPLY COMMENTS OF APCO, IACP and IAFC

The Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-International, Inc.
(“APCQO”), International Association of Chiefs of Police (“IACP”), and International
Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc. (“lAFC”) (hereinafter “Public Safety Organizations”)
hereby submit the following brief reply to comments filed in response to the Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“FNPRM”), DA 07-4489 (released November 1, 2007),
issued by the Public Safety & Homeland Security Bureau in the above-captioned
proceeding.

The Public Safety Organizations filed initial comments that were generally
supportive of the FCC’s proposed band plan, while urging the Commission to give
favorable consideration to the separate comments of public safety agencies from different
Canadian border regions. Sprint also filed comments that supported much of the FCC’s
proposal, but it suggested that further agreements with Canada were necessary from its
perspective. The Public Safety Organizations are very concerned that such additional
international treaty negotiations would create substantial delays in the initiation and
completion of rebanding along the Canadian border. The Commission needs to take

every reasonable step possible to expedite rebanding and not allow border areas to lag



even further behind the rest of the nation in addressing the serious interference problems
in the 800 MHz band.
CONCLUSION
Therefore, we urge the Commission to adopt the proposed border area band plan
for the 800 MHz band and move quickly to allow rebanding to proceed in the Canadian
border regions.
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