PRESIDENT
‘Barbara Ciara

WTKR-TV
Norfolk, Va.

VICE PRESIDENT -
BROADCAST
Kathy Times
WVTM-TV

Birmingham, Alabama

VICE PRESIDENT
-PRINT

Ernie Suggs

The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution
Atlanta, Georgia

SECRETARY
s e, - .~Deirdre.Childress

The Philadelphia Inquirer
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

TREASURER
Gregory Lee Jr.

The Boston Globe
Boston, Massachusetts

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Tonju Francois

CNN en Espanol
Plantation, Florida

REGION I DIRECTOR
Caleb Wilkerson

CCR, Inc.

New York, New York

REGION II DIRECTOR
Charles Robinson
Maryland Public Television
Baltimore, Maryland

REGION III DIRECTOR
Ken nght

The Tampa Tribune
Tampa, Florida

REGION IV DIRECTOR
Leisa Richardson

The Indlanapohs Star
Indlanapohs, Indiana

REGION'V DIRECTOR
Bernadétté Brown
KRIV-TV

Houston, Texas

REGION VI DIRECTOR
Bob Butler
KCBS Rad}ko

San Francisco, Ca]lforma -

ASSOCIATE

REPRESENTATIVE *~ -

Aprill O, Turner
CooperKatz & Company
New York, New York

STUDENT
REPRESENTATIVE
Christopher Nelson
Loyola College of Maryland
Baltimore, Maryland

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Karen Wynn Freeman
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October 16, 2007 FILED/ACCEPTED
The Honorable Kevin.J. Martin * - o ' "':‘; 1 5 2008
Chairman R

Fo .t % cations Commissi.
winwe of e Sacretary

Federal Communications Commlssmn ﬁé {Z /
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554
Dear Chairman,

The National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) strongly supports Commissioner John
Adelstein’s call for the creation of a bipartisan, independent minority ownership task force.

As an organization dedicated to promoting fairness in media coverage and expanding
entrepreneurship opportunities for journalists of color, we strongly believe that media ownership
should reflect the racial and ethnic make up of society.

Before considering new ownership rules, it is imperative that the Commission address the
current lack of diversity in broadcast media ownership. According to a recent study by Free
Press, African Americans own just 3 percent of all full-power, commercial radio stations. For
television, the outlook for diversity in sfation ownership is even bleaker. African Americans
own just 18 stations or 1 percent of all local television stat1ons but amount to approximately 13
percent of the U.S, populatlon ’
Since 1998, the number of African Ameriean-owned broadcast stations, television and radio, has
dropped by approximately 30 percent.

With increasing media consolidation, the nutiber of minority owners will steadily decline.
The Commission has a responsibility to maintain its public interest obligations and in order to
do so, there must be safegnards to ensure station.leadership and programming are as diverse as
the communities they represent. S« -

NABJ will continue-te. moniter,the Commission’s efforts to promote diversity in media.
owmershlp and' encourage the FCC to engage NABYJ, along with the other UNITY: Journalists of

Color pattners, in the establishment of a minority ownership task force.
Sincerely,
< Nﬁ nf Conigs rat’ d_,.._aw
. :  ABCDE
Barbara Ciara
President -

National Association of Black Journaljsts

8701 Adelphi Road * Adelphi, Maryland 20783
"T: 301.445.7100 * F: 301.445.7101
WWW.NABJ.ORG



