
I believe in America.  I believe in the greatness this country stands for.  The Internet, by and large,  is

a great example of American greatness.   A tool that enables instant communication around the

world,   a tool that gives the little guy a shot in the face of stiff competition from the large incumbents

in their markets. A tool that promotes freedom of speech and expression, and enables the spread of

such values around the globe.

 

I see it sparking greater interest in the political and civic process.   It gives the people unparalleled

ability to voice their opinions and be heard by not only their friends and family - but thousands of

people (in some case millions or billions) around the globe.  It allows for every day people to make a

difference in the world around them.

 

Why are we not taking whatever steps we must take to ensure a good solid future for this wonderful

tool?  

 

Comcast, Verizon, AT&T and others have been lobbying against network neutrality, simply because

they want to line their pockets even more.    They want to be the gatekeepers who get to tell the rest

of us where we can go, and how fast we can get there.  But honestly,  why should they have the right

to tell me where I can and can not go?   Why should they be able to tell me what traffic is good and

what is bad?  

 

Look, for instance, at Comcast and it's recent behavior of blocking peer to peer bittorrent traffic.   As a

user of peer to peer technologies regularly (and now former Comcast customer),   I experienced this

happening to me regularly.   I use peer to peer technologies to view free online video content from

places such as Democracy Now! ,  completely legal and legitimate uses of the technology.   The

network operators are running scared, though.   

 

Part of it surely is influence from organizations such as the MPAA or RIAA,  but some of it also is their

horrible practice of overselling their capacity.  They bank on users not using what they paid for, and

when people DO start to use what they have already paid for the ISP's start to freak out and want to

meter the internet and prevent us from getting our moneys worth.   Why?  They don't want to spend

the money to upgrade and update their infrastructure unless they absolutely have to.   

 

It's no wonder the US is lagging behind other nations in Broadband.  

 

Please, stop letting the corporations tell us what we can and can not do,   let the PEOPLE decide -

not Comcast.

 

Last I heard, Comcast can't vote - people can.   That should tell you who to listen to.

 



 


