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VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Att: Wireline Competition Bureau
Telecommunications Access Policy Division

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45
Petitions of Saddleback Communications and Gila River
TelecoIIUIllmications, Inc. fur Waivers of Seclion 54.209

Dear Ms. Dortch:

This letter is submitted on behalf of our clients Saddleback Communications (Saddleback)
and Gila River Telecommunications, Inc. (Gila River). Both companies are Eligible
Telecommunications Carriers who serve rural tribal communities in Arizona. Both companies have
pending before the Commission petitions for waiver of Section 54.209 of the Commission's rules in
view of their filings several days late of data required by Section 54.209 which was due on October
1, 2007. In addition, both companies have pending before the Commission protective petitions for
waiver of the same rule occasioned by their failure to file Section 54.209 data that was due to be
filed by October 2, 2006. The facts and circumstances surrounding those waiver petitions and the
reasons why waivers would serve the public interest are addressed in detail in Saddleback's and
Gila River's respective waiver petitions and will not be repeated here.

The Commission invited public comment on the waiver petitions. The only commenting
party, the National Telecommunications Cooperative Association (NTCA), has supported both
parties' waiver requests with regard to the 2006 data and the 2007 data. As noted by NTCA, in all
cases, the delayed filings and failure to file the 2006 data were the result of misunderstandings of
the rules which have since been corrected. Moreover, NTCA states that Saddleback and Gila River
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have long operated in the spirit of the Universal Service program by providing their rural
communities with high quality telecommunications services, including advanced services, at
reasonable prices. Both companies are tribally-owned and serve tribal communities located in rural
areas. Saddleback provides service to the residents of the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community; Gila River serves the Gila River Indian Reservation. In both cases, availability of
service and telephone service penetration has increased dramatically since the companies took over
the exchange areas from the previous incumbent provider.

It has now become critical that the Commission act promptly on the waiver requests. Today
Saddleback and Gila River learned that the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) has
withheld each company's first high cost support payment for first quarter 2008. Consistent with the
threats stated in USAC's October 2007 notices to the companies, USAC will not make high cost
support payments to the companies unless and until they obtain Commission waivers of the October
1, 2007 filing deadline. USAC's February 29 payment withholding indicates that it is carrying
through on that threat.

Saddleback and Gila River are small companies who rely on timely receipt of high cost
support to fund their operations, enable them to continue to provide affordable service and to
implement the maintenance and network upgrades needed to serve their respective communities.
Delayed receipt of high cost support will cause Saddleback and Gila River to suffer significant cash
flow problems which will compromise their ability to serve their communities.

In view of the foregoing, Saddleback and Gila River respectfully request that the
Commission act favorably on its pending waiver requests at the earliest possible time so that they
may receive in a timely manner the high cost support payments to which they are entitled and which
they need in order to serve their communities.

Sincere y,
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Mitchell F. Brecher
Counsel for Saddleback Communications
And Gila River Telecommunications, Inc.

cc: Ms. Dana R. Shaffer (Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau)
Ms. Jennifer McKee (Acting Chief, Telecommunications Access Policy Division)
Daniel Mitchell, Esq. (Counsel for the National Telecommunications Cooperative
Association)
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