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Karen Majcher
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Washington, DC 20036

RE: Alaska Supplemental Certification of Universal Service Support Pursuant to 47 C.F.R
Section 54.313(d)(6).

Dear Ms. Dortch and Ms. Majcher:

The Regulatory Commission of Alaska (Alaska Commission) hereby files this supplement to its
2008 annual certification to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and Universal
Service Administration Company (USAC)l on behalf of GCI?

On January 8, 2008, the Alaska Commission granted GCl's application to be designated an
Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) in the State of Alaska's Glacier State Study Area3

pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 214(e)(2).4 GCl's ETC designation for the Glacier State Study
Area became effective after the annual certification deadline of October 1, 2007.5 As a result,
GCI requested that the Alaska Commission file this certification letter with the FCC pursuant to

1 See Attachment A. Alaska Certification o/Support/or Rural High-Cost Carriers Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. Sections
54.313-314, CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 00-256, filed via First Class U. S. Mail to the FCC and USAC on September
27,2007; and electronically to the FCC on September 27,2007 (ECFS confIrmation 2007928983963/Docket 00-256
and 2007928350406/Docket 96-45).
2 GCI Communication Corp. d/b/a General Communication, Inc., and d/b/a GCI. CertifIcate of Public Convenience
and Necessity 489.
3 National Exchange Carrier Association Code 613010.
4 See Attachment B. U-07-064(2) Order Designating Eligible Telecommunications Carrier Status, Subject to
Conditions; and Requiring Filings, issued January 8, 2007 in Docket U-07-064 In the Matter o/the Request by GCI
Communication Corp. d/b/a General Communication, Inc. and GCI/or Designation as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier in the Glacier State Study Area Served by ACS o/the Northland, Inc. d/b/a Alaska
Communications Systems, ACS Local Service and ACS, opened June 26, 2007.
547 C.F.R. Sections 54.313(d) and 54.314(d).
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47 C.F.R. 54.314(d)(6).6 That provision provides an opportunity for newly designated
ETCs to receive high-cost support although the October 1 certification deadline of
47 C.F.R. 54.314(d) has passed. In part, the provision holds that if certification is
received by the FCC "within 60 days of the effective date of the carrier's designation as
an eligible telecommunications carrier" then a carrier such as GCI may be eligible for
funding as of its ETC effective date.7

To that end, GCI has certified to the Alaska Commission that all federal high-cost
universal service support received by it in Alaska will be used pursuant to 47 U.S.C.
Section 254(e).8 Accordingly, the Alaska Commission certifies that to the best of its
knowledge, all federal high cost support that may be provided in 2008 to GCI for the
Glacier State study area will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading
of facilities and services for which the support is intended, consistent with section 254(e)
of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.

Our certification does not preclude us from reviewing in further detail how GCI has
employed its federal universal service funds and ordering that use of funds comply with
our directives or policies.

Sincerely,

REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA

///7
////

~./ /./

/~;;>~--C1'
Anthony A. Price "-
Chairman

cc: Martin Weinstein, GCI

6 Motion for Certification ofGCl's Use ofFederal High-Cost Universal Service Support in the Glacier
State Study Areafor Calendar Year 2008 and Motionfor Expedited Consideration, filed February 7, 2008.
In response, on February 20, 2008 the Alaska Commission opened Docket U-08-009, In the Matter ofthe
Request Filed by GCl Communication Corp. d/b/a General Communication, Inc. and GClfor Certification
ofthe Company's Use ofFederal Universal Service Supportfor Calendar Year 2008 in the Glacier State
Study Area.
747 CFR 54.314(d)(6).
8 See Attachment C. U-07-083 Data Response and Affidavit, filed by F. W. Hitz, III on behalf of GCI,
dated February 6, 2008.
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September27,2007

Marlene'H. Dortch
Office ofthe Secretary
Federal ConunUllications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room TW - A306
Washington, DC 20554

Karen~cher

Vice President, High Cost & Low Income Division
Universal Service Administrative Company
2000 L Street, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036

RE: Alaska Certification ofSupport for Rural High-Cost Carriers Pursuant to 47 C.F.R
Sections 54.313-314,CCDocketNos. 9645 and 00-256

To the Filing Representatives:

The Regulatory Commission ofAlaska (Alaska Coomrission) hereby certifies that to the best of
its knowledge based on certifications filed bythe utilities involved, all federal high cost support
provided to regulated rural carriers in this state will be used only fur the provision, maintenance,
and upgmding offacilities and services fur which the suPPort is intended, consistent with section
254(e) ofthe Communications Act of1934, as llIl1ellded. This includes High Cost Loop support
and Local Switching Support, and high cost support receivedpursuant to thepurchase of
exchanges. No companies in Alaska receive High Cost Model support.

Below is a list ofregulated rural carriers certified as Eligible Telecommanications Carriers
(ETC's) by the Alaska Commission pursuant to sections 54.314 ofthe FCC's roles (47 C.F.R. §
54.314), which require states to establish an annual certificationprocess fur rural carriers
receiving federal high cost support. As requested by the Universal Service Administrative
Company, listed beside each carrier is its assigned study area code, ifknown.
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ETCs subject to annual certification ServiceArea Descripllon ETC Typeunder41 C.F.R. 5oU14(a) NECACode

Grealland - 613022
..

ACS ofAJaska. Inc. Juneau·613012 ILEC Rural

ACS ofFairbanks. Inc. FaIrbanks - 613008 ILEe Rural
,

GlacIerState - 613010ACS oflhe Northland. Inc.
SItka - 613020

ILEC Rural

Adak Eagle Enterprises d/b/a Adak 610969 ILEC RuralTelephone UlBily
613017 (all exchanges

Alaska Telephone Company saved. including previous ILEe Rural
GTE exchanaesl

BeltJes Telephone. Inc. 613002 ILEC Rural
Bush-Tell, Inc. 613004 ILEC RUral

CopperValleyTelephone Cooperative,lnc. 613006 ILEC Rural

Fairbanks - 613006
Juneau -613012

GCI Communication Corp. Greatland - 613022 CLEC Rural
MTA-613015

Ketchikan - 603013
613011 (all exchanges

InteriorTelephone Company. Inc. SElIVed. Including previous ILEC RuralGTE areas ofSewardlMoose
Pass)

Matanuska Telephone ~ocialion, Inc. 613015 ILEC Rural

613016 (all exchanges
Mukluk Telephone Company. Inc. served. including previous IlEC RUral

GTE exchan!IB of Nom~)

North Country Telephone, Inc. 613026 ILEC Rural

OTZTelephone Cooperative,lnc. 613019 (LEe Rural

Summit Telephone and Telegraph 613028 ILEC RuralComoanvofAlaska Inc.

United Ubllties, Inc. 613023.UUlcertfficared ILEC Ruralservice area

Uniled-KUC. Inc. 613023, Unlted-KUC
ILEC Ruralcertffieated service area

Yukon Telephone Company 613025 ILEe Rural
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Our certificationdoes not cover non-regulated wireline service areas and each car:ti« is
respoDSlble forself-certifyingits compliancewith Section S4.314(b) for such areas.

Our certification does not coverwireless carriers. These compllllies shOll1d be filing individual
certifications with the FCC concerning theuse offunds by anon-regulated entity.

. Ourcertification does not preclude us fu>m. reviewing in furth« detail how any carri«has
employed its federal universal service funds and ordering that use offunds comply with our
directives or policies. Ourdecision does not bind us in future orpending rate cases and we
reserve the right to conclude that a companyshould employ its universal service funding
diffurently than it does today orin the future in light ofmore recent dataor a more'detailed
.revi~.
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Attachment B

STATE OF ALASKA

THE REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA

7 In the Matter of the Request by GCI )
COMMUNICATION CORP. ·d/b/a GENERAL ~

8 COMMUNICATION, INC. and GCI for
Designation as an Bigible Telecommunica~ns

9 Carrier in the Glacier State Study Area Served )
by ACS OF THE NORTHLAND, INC. d/b/a )

10 ALASKA COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS, ACS ~)
LOCAL SERVICE and ACS11

11
_

3

4

5

6

Before CommissIoners: Anthony A. Price, Chairman
Kate Giard
Dave Harbour
Mark K. Johnson
Janis W. Wilson

U-07-64

ORDER NO. 2
I
j

12

13

14

ORDER DESIGNATING ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER
STATUS, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS; AND REQUIRING FILINGS

15 BY THE COMMISSION:

16 Summary

We designate GCI Communication Corp. d/b/a General Communication,

18 Inc. and Gel (GCI) as an eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) throughout the

19 Glacier state study area served by ACS of the Northland, Inc. d/b/a Alaska

20 Communications Systems, ACS local Service and ACS (ACS-N), subject to conditions.

21 We require GCI te file a description of its use of universal service funds (USF) on an

22 annual basis. We also require GCI to file a report if It is incapable of providing service

23 to any customer upon reasonable request

25

26

U-07-64(2) - (01/08/2008)
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1 Background

2 GCI filed an application for designation as an ETC throughout the Glacier

3 State study area served by ACS-N.' We issued a public notice of the request for ETC

4 status.2 No comments were filed. We required GCI to file additional information.3 GCI

5 filed the required infonnation.4

6

7

Discussion

ETC status allows a carrier to receive support from federal and state

1Verified Application by GCI Communication Corp. for Designation as a Carrier
Bigibfe to Receive Federal and State Universal Service Support, filed June 20, 2007
(Application). ACS-N's Glacier State study area consists of the following exchanges:
North Pole, Delta Junction, Fort Greely, Nenana, Kenai, Soldotna, Homer, North Kenai,
Ninilchik, Seldovia, and Kodiak.

2Notice ofUtility's Application, dated June 28,2007.

:!tetter Order No. L0700408, dated September 5, 2007; Letter Order No.
L0700462, dated November 1, 2007.

4Re: Letter Order L0700408, filed September 21,2007 (Response); Re: Letter
Order L0700462, filed November 8, 2007 (second Response).

547 U.S.C. §254(e).

~eJecommunicationsAct of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56 (1996),
amending the <?<>mmunications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. §§ 151 etseq.

147 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2); 47 C.F.R. § 54.201 (b).

647 C.F.R. § 54.201(d).

8 universal service funding to provide, maintain, and upgrade facilities and services for

9 which the support is intended.5 The supported Services are described in 47 C~F.R §

10 54.101(a)(1)-(9). Under the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the Act),6 a state

11 commission designates a common carrier as an ETC? An ETC must provide the

12 supported universal telecommunications services throughout a defined service area.8

In addition, the requesting carrier must meet the following criteria: (a) demonstrate that

it owns some facilities used to provide the supported services (facilities reqUirement);

13

14

15

16
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17
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26
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1 (b) demonstrate that it is capable and committed to providing the nine basic services

2 required by Federal Communications Commission (FCC) regulation throughout the

3 study area (service requirement);9 (c) reasonably show that designating the carrier as

4 an ETC is in the public interest and (d) show.that upon obtaining ETC status, the carrier

5 will be able to offer and will advertise the availability of the services supported by the

6 federal USF.10

7 Ownership of FacUlties

8 GCI owns cable facilities in the Kodiak, Homer. Kenai, Soldotna, and

'9 North Pole exchanges. It GCI provides voice telephone service using these facilities in

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
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947 C.F.R. § 54.101(b).
1047 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1) and (2) ofthe Act provide:

(1) Eligible telecommunications carriers

A common carrier designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier
under paragraph (2), (3). or (6) shall be ~Jigible to receive universal
service support In accordance with section 254 of this title and shall.
throughout the service area for which the designation is received -

(A) offer the services that are supported by Federal universal
service support mechanisms under seelion 254(c) of this litle, either
using its own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and
resale of another carrier's services (including the services offered by
another eligible telecommunications carrier); and -

(8) advertise the availability of such services and the charges
therefore using media of general distribution.

(2) Designation of eligible telecoml1lunications carriers

••• Before designating an additional eligible telecommunications carrier
for an area served by a rural telephone company, the State commission
shall find that the designation is in the public interest

l1Application at 5.

U-07-64(2) - (01/08/2008)
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12Docket U-Qa-114, Notification of GC/,s Local Telephony Entry into the North
Pole Exchange of the Glacier State Area, filed March 23, 2007; Docket U-Q6-114,
Notification of GCrs Local Telephony Entry into the Kodiak Exchange of the Glacier
State Area, filed May 11, 2007; Docket 1J-06-114, Notification of GC/,s Local Telephony
Entry into the Kenai and Soldotna Exchanges of the Glacier State Area, filed July 6,
2007.

Docket U-06-114 is titled In the Matter ofthe Reporting and Service Compliance
Requirements of Gel COMMUNICATION CORP. d/b/a GENERAL COMMUNICATJON,
INC. and GCI for Local Exchange Service in RuralAreas ofAlaska.

13Application, App. B.

l~he Lifeline program is defined at 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(13). The Link Up program
Is defined at 47 C.F.R. § 54.411 (a).

l&rhe FCC allows a state commission to permit a carrier additional time to
complete network upgrades to provide single-party service, access to enhanced 911
(E911) service, or ton limitation. 47 C.F.R. § 54.101 (c).

16Federal-8tate Joint Board on Universal Service; Western Wireless Corporation
Petition for Preemption of an Order of the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission,
Declaratory Ruling, CC Docket No. 96-45, 15 F.C.C.R. 15168, 15172-15174 (2000).

U-Q7-64(2} - (01108/2008)
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17We approved GCl's interconnection agreement with the ACS Companies,
which includes ACS-N, in Order· U-07-44(2), Order Approving Interconnection and
Resale Agreement and Closing Docket, dated June 28, 2007.

Docket U-07-44 is t1Ued In the Matter of the Negotiated Interconnection and .
Reciprocal ComPensation Agreement Between ACS OF THE NORTHLAND, INC. d/b/a
ALASKA COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS, ACS LOCAL SERVICE, and ACS; ACS OF.
ANCHORAGE, INC. d/b/a ALASKA COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS, ACS LOCAL
SERVICES, and ACS; ACS OF ALASKA, INC. d/b/a ALASKA COMMUNICATIONS
SYSTEMS, ACS LOCAL SERVICE, and ACS; and ACS OF FAIRBANKS, INC. d/b/a
ALASKA COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS, ACS LOCAL SERVICE, and ACS and GCI
COMMUNICATION CORP. d/b/a GENERAL COMMUNICATION, INC. and GCI.

i8GCI stated that it has a resale agreement with Dobson Cellular Systems, Inc.;
Response at 1-5.

i9AppUcation at ~_

201d. at 7. Access to emergency services includes access to services, such as
911 and enhanced 911, provided by local govemments or other pUblic safety
organizations. 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(5). 911 is a service that permits a
telecommunications user, by dialing the lhree-digit code "911" to call. emergency
services through a Public Service Access Point (PSAP) operated by the local
government. E911 is a "911 service that includes the ability to provide automatic
number identiflcation .•. and automatic location information .....

1 demonstrate its commitment and plans to provide the supported services using either its

2 own facilities or a combination of its own faCilities and resale throughout the requested

3 ETC area if it is granted ETC status.

4 Gel asserts that it will proVide voice grade access to the public switched

5 network. through its own facUities and through interconnection arrangements with

6 ACS-Ni7 and other local carriers.i8 GCI states that its local usage offerings WIll be

7 comparable to those of ACS-N. GCI claims it WIll proVide dual tone multi-frequency

8 signaling, single party service, access to operator services, access to interexchange

9 services. and access to directory services, and It can readily implement toll-limitation.i9

10 Gel states that it will provide access to emergency services20 to the extent

the Public Service Access Point in the Glacier State study area have implemented 91111

12

13
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2147 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(5) requires an ETC to provide 911 service "to the extent
the local govemment .•. has implemented 911 or enhanced 911 systems; PSAP per
47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a)(5):

22Response at 5.

Z3ld. at 5-6.

24ld. at6.

25ld.

28ld. at 6-7.

27Application at 10-11.

28Second Response at 1.

and enhanced 911 (E911) SystemS.21 GCI is currenUy interconnected with the City of

2 Kodiak PSAP to provide emergency services to its customers in Kodiak.22 GCI slates

3 that it has discussed implementation of E911 service for Kenai, North Kenai, Soldotna,

4 and Homer with the KenaI [peninsula} Borough, which is the PSAP in those areas.23

5 Gel is in theprocess of testing the 911 ~rvice trunks for its new switch in Soldotna and

6 will perfolTll similar testing when it installs switches in Kenai and Homer.24 In North

7 Pole, GCI will route 911 calls to ACS-N, which In tum routes the call to the PSAP In

8 Fairbanks.:15 In the other communities in 1he Glacier State study area, GCI will rely on

9 resale arrangements it has with ACS-N or Dobson in proilidh;g emerg~ncy services.28 .

GCI slates that it will offer Lifeline and Link Up services to qualifying

customers.27 GCI commits 10 verifying continuing eligibility under 3 MC 53.390. Gel

states that Lifeline customers would receive basic local service for $1 per month after

the application of Lifeline discoun1s to the basic rate of $11.88 per month.28

10

11

12

13

14

.15

16

"'0 (") 17-=g f2
~CD .....~ 18
<==0'"
O~~[;:j 19
C cD"a>r;:-
.2~~g 20
~~~§"
E<~ 21

~tg~
_01('1 22~W6

o1il-5~
1!~~[;:j 23
::J _

Cl- ,..
<DO 0 24
C:"" e

25

26

U-07-64(2) - (01/08/2008)
Page60f13



2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

.'=8 ~
17

"'<?
~.a~;b 18
-0"

Oa;~~ 19
C .0>"
.2~~g 20"' ~"'., ..~
E~~

21E:s <D'.
O.r::. OJ'"
O.Qll!!~ 22
~l1.I oeo
.e~"fi~ 23
-S~.t~
a ..... ".,0 0 24
~h- ~

25

26

GCI states that it will use a seven-step approach29 to meet its ETC

obligations to offer services, upon reasonable request, throughout the proposed service

area, including areas where it does not currently have facilities.30 If it is unable to

provide service without incurring unreasonable construction costs, GCI states that it will

file a report with the commission with the proposed construction costs and its position

on whether the request for service is reasonable.31 Additionally, GCI provided a

Network Improvement Plan for building out Its facilities over the next five years to

enable it to provide more services ttJroughout the proposed ETC service area with its

own facilities.32
.

29'J'he seven-step plan for serving customers:
If the requesting customer is in an area GCI can serve with its

existing facilities, GCI will provide service immediately. If the requesting
customer is outside the area where GCI currently provides service, it will:

Step 1: determine whether the customer's equipment can be modified
or replaced with any other technology to provide acceptable
service;

Step 2: determine whether network equipment can be deployed at the
premises to provide service; .

Step 3:· determine whether adjustments can be made to the nearest
network location to provide service;

Step 4: determine whether there are any other adjusbnents to the .
network or customer facilities that will enable service;

Step 5: determine if the customer can be served under one of the
existing resale agreements;

Step 6: determine what additional facifities will be necessary to serve
the customer, evaluate the cost and benefrts or using universal
service support to deploy those facilities to serve the customer
requesting service and any others who may benefit;

Step 7: determine whether the costs of serving a customer are not
justified by the benefit of adding that customer to the network.
In this event, GCI will notify the commission and provide it with
its analysis. .

30Application at 8-10.

31ld. at 9-10.

32Application, Network Improvement Plan.

U-07-64(2) - (01/08/2008)
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1 GCI recently began providing service throughout the Glacier State study

,2 area.33 We find that GCI has demonstrated that its strategy for providing service

3 throughout the proposed ETC service area is reasonable. Accordingly, GCI meets the

4 service requirement for designation as an ETC In the Glacier State study area.

S Advertising Services

6 Section 214(e)(1)(B) of the Act requires an ETC to advertise the

7 availability of the nine basic services, including Unk Up and Lifeline, and the charges for

8 the services, using media of general distribution. We require ETCs to meet the

9 following' minimum advertising requirements to ensure appropriate and sufficient

10 customer notification of its services.34 Therefore, we require GCI to file an affidavit

. 11 certifying that it agrees to comply with these requirements:

1. once every two years, perform community outreach through
appropriate community agencies by notifying those agencies of GCl's
available services;

2. once every two years, post a list of its services on a school or
community center bulletin board in each of the utility's exchanges;

3. once a year, provide a bill stutter indicating its available services; and

4. once a year, advertise its services through the newspaper cireuiated in
the locations it serves.

Public Interest Determination

In previous proceedings, we have relied upon the FCC's decision in its

Virginia Cellular order that evaluation of the public interest requires review of a variety of

14

12

13

15

16
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S ~g~ 33t>ocket U-Q6-114, Notification of GC/,s Wholesale Local Telephony Entry into
-53:«~ 23 the GlacierState Area, filed November21, 2007.
a ..... J-

~R ~ 24 34ln the paragraphs addressing minimum'advertising requirements, ·services·
25 refer to those services for which GCI receives universal service support.: GCI need not

advertise services not supported by universal service funding.
26
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1 factors and cannot simply rest on "increased' competition.· 35 We have evaluated factors

2 such as the availability of new service choices, higher quality service, affoldable

3 serVice, service to underserved and unserved customers, and improved public safety.

4 GCI asserted that lis designation as an ETC would- promote these public interest

5 factors.36

35Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Virginia Cellular, LLC PetitIon
for Designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in the Commonwealth of
Virginia. CC Docket No. 96-45. Memorandum Opinion and Order. 19 F.C.C.R. 1563
(2004),2006 WL23190200 (F.e.C.) (Virginia Cellular)..

38Applicalion at 15-18.

aTld. at 16-18.

38ld. at 17.

39/d.

6 GCI states that it will offer customers competitive choices in service prices

7 and service offerings.37 GCI asserts it will offer new packages of local, internet, long

8 distance. wireless. and cable services, and it wiD genelC!lIy price its offerings below the

9 incumbent prices for similar services.38 GCI states that the availability of a second

10 network would enhance public safety by providing options to communications systems

11 in the event of an eme~ency.39

12 We find that GCI has reasonably demonstrated that its designation as an

13 ETC is in the public interest. Further. GCI has demonstrated its capability and

commitment to provide the supported services and otherwise meet the criteria for ETC

status. We designate GCI as an ETC in the Glacier State study area, subject to I
conartions. effective the date of this order. -I

Conditions on ETC Status

The Network Improvement Plan provides GCl's planned network

improvement projects in the Glacier State study area covering the years from 2007
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40Appncation, Network Improvement Plan. at 3.

41GCI will serve customers in North Pole using its existing switch in Fairbanks.

421nstallation of Class 5 switch in Kodiak, Homer. Kenai, and Soldotna are all
scheduled in 2007. .

1 through 2012.40 The projects include installation of switches in Kodiak. Homer. Kenai.

2 and SOldotna.41 and ~e extension of cable plant in these exchanges.42 Since most of

3 the remaining projects will involve extension of cable plant, we require Gel to report to

..4 us within ninety days upon completion of extension of its cable network in a specific

6 exchange.

6 We designate GCI as an ETC. in the AGS-N's Glacier State study area.

7 subject to conditions. effecllve the date of this order: Accordingly, GCI's obligations as

8 an ETC start upon designation. These obligations include responding to reasonable

9 requests for service from any location in the AGS-N Glacier State study area either by

10 using its own facilities or by applying its seven-step plan. which includes resale of other

carriers' services. Although GCl's network expansion will take place over the next five

years. this situation does not prevent GCI from providing service anywhere in the

Glacier State study area because GCI couk;! provide service using either its existing

facilities or by reselling other carriers' retail oJ:wholesale services.

We have required other ETCs to report to us when they are unable to

provide service to a potential customer in response to a reasonable request. We

impose this requirement on GCI as well. Specifically. GCI shan liIe a re.port within thirty

days if it cannot provide service to a potential customer upon reasonable request. The

report must include Gel's position on whe;ther the request for service is reasonable,

whether service can be provided by any method, and whether high-cost funds should be

expended on the request. GCI should be aware that for purposes of such report, GCI

11

12

13

14

15

16

jo gs 17

lag ~ 18
<~b~
-a-::J1O('\J

~~$R 19
O~C'lJ0
'iii5i~~ 20
!'! > ca~E<:< .

21E:5ar·-
O..c: ON
(J.2'l'!~ 22j:oWO<ljl
010-'=(0
1;;11> g..... 23
3~«~
llI~ l--
1110 0 24

O::l-- l:!!-
25

26

U-07-64(2) - (01/08/2008)
Page 10 of13



1 should include instances where a customer could have been served by resale but was

2 denied service on the basis that the customer could not be served using GCI's own

3 facilities.

4 Annual Cerbncation

S We monitor the continued appropriate use of universal service funcfmg in

6 our rural markets by requiring annual certification by all designated ETCs, Including

7 wireless carriers. Accordingly, we require GCI to file the same information required of

8 all other rural ETCs in Alaska through our annual use-of-funds certification process.

9 Rulemakirig Docket Regarding ETC Designation

10 We have opened a separate rulemaking docket to address standards

11 applicable to carriers applying for ETC designation.43 We anticipate that we will review

12 and codify the criteria we have applied in evaluating ETC applications to date. We may

13 establish additional criteria for ETC designation. We put Gel on notice that~ may

14 apply the criteria and requirements developed through this proceeding to existing ETCs.

15 Final Order

I II '
I

This order constitutes the final decision in this proceeding. This decision

may be appealed within thirty days of the date of this order in accordance with

AS22.10.020(d) and the Alaska Rules of Court, Rule of Appellate Procedure

(Ak. R. App. P.) 602(a)(2). In addition to the appellate rights afforded by

AS 22.10.020(d). a party has the right to file a petition tor reconsideration as permitted

by 3 MC 48.105. If such a petition is filed, the time period for filing an appeal is then

calculated under Ak. R App. P. 602(a)(2).
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43See Docket R-Q6-3, In the Matter of the Consideration of Regulations
25

Regarding the Designation ofBigible Telecommunications Carriers.
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ORDER

2 THE COMMISSION THEREFORE ORDERS:

1. Gel· Communication Corp. dIbIa General Communication. Inc. and GCI

4 is designated as a carrier eligible to receive federal and state universal service support

5 under the Telecommunications Ad of 1995 in the Glacier State study area of ACS ofthe

6 Northland, Inc. dIbIa Alaska Communications Systems, ACS Local Service and ACS,

7 effective the date of this order, subjea to conditions.

8 2. By 4 p.m., February 7, 2008, GCI Communication Corp. d/b/a General

9 Communication, Inc. and· GCI shall file certification, supported by an affidavit, that it

10 agrees to comply with the advertising requirements and conditions discussed in the

11 body of this order.

12 3. GCI Communication Corp. d/bfa General Communication, Inc. and GCI

13 shall report 10 us within ninety days upon completion of the extension of its cable

14 network as discussed in the body of this order.

15 4. Gel Communication Corp. dIbIa General Communication, Inc. and Gel

11 not provide service 10 a potential cuslomer in its eligible telecommunications carrier

16 shall report to us within thirtY days of its determination of any instance in which it does

JJ!g ~
:l<? ~ .

CD • 18 service area upo.n reasonable request as further described in this order.
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2 GCI shall file responses to our requests for information for the annual use-of-funds

3 certification b the Federal Communications Commission.
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5. GCI Communication Corp. d/b/a General Communication. Inc. and

DATED AND EFFECTIVE at Anchorage. Alaska. this 8th day of January, 2008.

BY DIRECTION OF lHE COMMISSION
Commissioners Anthony A. Price, Dave Harbour, and

Janis W. Wilson, not participating.}
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Attachment C

U-07-83(1) Data Response and Affidavit

Data to be provided by economically regulated Eligible TeIeconununications Carriers
receiving loop or switch federal universal service support.

CompanyName:

Contact Name:

Contact Phone Number.

Gel

Rick Bitz

868-5612

Date: 2-6-08

DATA IS TO BE PROVIDED BY SEPARATB FORM FOR EACH STUDY AREA SERVED.
COMPANIES lHATHAVEPURCHASED GTE EXCHANGES SHOUlD FILE SEPARATE FORMS
FOR THEIR NON-GTE AND GTE AREAS.

STUDY AREA: Glacier State. Study Area 613010

AmOWlt
USOA* Received

Line Data USOA" Title Acet.No. For2006-t-;;loor

1 FederalLocal Loop Support: 0

2 Federal Local Switching Support:
0

3 State Local Switching Support 0

4 Total Federal and State Loop and Switching Support
0

"For companies not required to follow the Uniformed System of AccoWlts (USOA). please indicate
your account title and number.

Enr.B--
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5. Explain how your company employed universal service funds received in the last twelve months.
GCl did not receive any univers31. service funds for the Glacier State Study Area
in the past 12 months.

6. Ex.plain how your company plans to employ universal service funds to be received in 2008. For
example, indicate how the funds will benefit your company's expansion plans, facilities deployment,
or rates charge.

Gel will use USF support received in 2008 on1y for the pJ;OVision, maintenance,
and 1,1Pgrading of facilities and services for .which ·the support is intendedrp<t1lsnant
to 47 usc 252(.e} and 47 cn 54.1. Gel will use-.the support, in pan:, to support netw rk
expansion in accordance with the Network Improveme:nt Plan submitted in Docke.t U-07-6 •
Accordingly, Gel wiJ.I utilize 31.1 federal.· universal service snpport received in the tate

of Alaska during the 2008 calendar year to, among ·otber t~ln', offer and advertize e
services and fnnctionallties supported by federal universal. service support, maintain
and upgradl,,-the COlIIPsuY'$,-facilities. and services, expand coverage,. improve aervice
qua-lity and capacity, and enhance emergency operations•.

7_ Affidavit

As an aulhorized corporate officerof G ........Jlt:""",.r·...a;.: ~i- Name), the hoIderof CertJfk:ate
ofFubliJ: Convenience and Nece.s.siJy No.~ i.=edby the Re~ulato1)l Commission
ofAlflSka, 1declare wuIerpBUJ1ty ofunswomfalsijit:4tWn t""'t I have examined this fimn

and to the be.u ofmy lawwkdge and belie/it is true, correct. and complete.

1huebyf{{finnfamiliarltywithtmd lDIlientanding ofthe requirement:; of
the Co_tibns Actof1934 "" Amendedby The TelecomnumJcationsActof1996 with

Respect to the receiptofUnivenal &TlIice Funtls andaffirm that such.fiuuU received in 2008 willbe us.etl
onlyfor the provision, JnJJintenaIu:e. and upgrading Off(U;iIiJies andservicesfor which the support
is intendedpuTSlI/11Il to 47U.S.C 254(e).

'JL r. .
Subscribed and Sworn to befoteme lhisLdayof K12rua*fAD.2O&

1111 fA/AI (~/--\,' oJ" I 0NOTARYPUBUC ~. u>V ......(J~

CommissionExpires

Type OfPrint Name

j:" W. l-\ rt- 'Z. :III:
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