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CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

February 21,2008

Ms. Monica Desai
Chief Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington DC 20554

Dear Ms. Desai:

I am writing this letter in response to the recent notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on broadcast journalism issued by the Federal Communications Commission. I
understand and share the FCC's concern that local television stations may not be
adequately serving their local communities. As a community activist and the
fonner President of a civil rights organization I fully understand the need for news
coverage to be representative of the issues affecting local communities. The
dominant force of television, radio and the internet in our daily life makes this
concern all the more important. My experience with the loca! ABC station in Los
Angeles is that it is a model of how a local station should cover its community.
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ABC 7 has been a leader in not only covering but also in proactively reaching out
to the diverse communities of Los Angeles. The station's work spans a broad
spectrum oflocal issues. For example, during the period of time that lIed the
Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF), I sought
ABC 7's assistance in airing public service announcements urging viewers to
respond to the Census. The station was responsive in airing these PSA's, and also
devoted precious prime time to PSA' s on health and education issues.

I, '.' Further, the staff at ABC 7 is intent on not only covering the communities of Los
Angeles; they also take part in the civic life of the area. Members of the station
leadership support .and serve on the boards of prominent public and non-profit
organi!,:ations throughout LA County. For example, the current General Manager
at ABC 7 served on the MALDEF Board of Directors. And last year the station
lent its offices to the LA County Office of Women's Health for the taping of a
video on health disparities faced by women of color.

Based on ABC 7's record of community involvement it appears that current
regulations are working well and no additional regulations are needed. For
stations that are not in compliance, surely enforcement of current measures should
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suffice. Thanking you in advance for your courteous consideration. I am happy to
respond to questions or to further discuss this matter.

Respectfully yours,

A~:Z~~tJ
President and CEO

cc: Diane Medina, ABC7
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