
Dear FCC Administrators,

As appointed public servants, I appreciate your efforts in applying an appropriate amount of

regulation to protect the public interest in broadcast media. Such regulation is

necessary and appears to be a constant struggle of balancing freedom of speech with policy that

benefits the community as a whole. I benefit from a broad range of broadcasting including public

radio, music, talk, and spiritual/religious. Broadcasting

policy as it currently exists has been beneficial in promoting a wide range of viewpoints

and broadcast philosophies. I would like to go on record in opposition to proposed changes

in FCC licensing and broadcasting policy that will mandate great increase in costs to all but the

largest corporate entities. There are a number of broadcasters with whose views I disagree; however,

they market to a particular audience. If I choose not to listen to that

content, I may currently turn to another station that suits my preferences. I would not

appreciate the stations to which I regularly listen being mandated to allow all viewpoints to be

broadcast forcing me to sift through irrelevant and undesirable content in smorgasbord fashion to

hear a diluted amount of programming I find desirable. If broadcasters venture into the realm of hate

speech or inflammatory rhetoric, please allow me to turn the programming off rather than to force the

broadcaster to entertain all opposing views and lose a broader audience. The proposed FCC

changes appear to be a reflection of a legal trend in our country to give an platform to more strident

views

farther from the mainstream in order to promote diversity and tolerance. Please reconsider the

proposed changes in light of the fact that current policy is working adequately. I prefer not to see the

FCC instituting changes that appear aimed at benefitting an activist agenda. I recall the policy some

years ago that mandated equal time for all views on all broadcasts. It was later rescinded in favor of

market control. I appreciate a similar policy unless there is a situation where broadcasters have an

established pattern of violating existing law and civil rights.

 

Thank you for allowing public comment.

 

Mark W. Scott

Bountiful, Utah


