
RE: WC Docket No. 07-245

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Federal Communication Commission’s (FCC)

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the Amendment of the Commission’s Rules and Policies

Governing Pole Attachments.

 

Utah is certified by the FCC to regulate pole attachments.  We recently spent the better part of two

years reviewing and amending our pole attachment rules. The process involved participation by all

interested parties and providers of multiple telecom and information technology providers..

 

By way of background, the majority of poles in Utah are owned by the one regulated monopoly

electric utility.

 

The rulemaking process resulted in rules incorporating the following components:

1)	Uniform technology neutral rental rates that apply to all attaching entities, regardless of the

technology used by the attaching entity, including wireless and broadband providers.

2)	Relatively low rental rates that are just, reasonable and in the public interest.

3)	The option for the pole owner and attaching entity to voluntarily negotiate terms other than those

provided in our rules.

4)	Approval of a “safe harbor” standard contract or Statement of Generally Available Terms to be used

unless the parties voluntarily agree to different terms.

5)	Requiring pole labeling to avoid disputes over pole ownership.

6)	A formula and method for calculating pole rental rates.

7)	Definitions of critical terms.

8)	Mediation of disputes.

9)	Rules on placement of attachments on poles.

10)	Rules allocating cost and responsibility for make-ready work, including a self-build option for

attaching entities with protections for pole owners.

 

Underlying the current rules are such policy objectives as approving rates that do not place barriers

for deployment of new and existing technologies, fair compensation to pole owners, uniform

definitions and rate formulas to reduce the likelihood of disputes and impartial dispute resolution

through mediation.

 

Thank you for considering these comments based on our experience in amending our pole

attachment rules.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 



Ted Boyer, Chairman

 

Ron Allen, Commissioner


