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Mr. Chad Winters
Cass Cable TV, Inc.
100 Redbud Road
Post Office Box 200
Vrrginia,IL 62691

Re: Cass Cable TV, Inc.
FY 2007 Regulatory Fee
Fee Control No. 0710058835117001

Dear Mr. Winters~

This is in response to your request dated September 26,2007 (Request), filed on; behalf of
Cass Cable TV (Cass Cable) for a waiver ofthe penalty for late payment of the fiscal
year (FY) 2007 regulatory fee. Our records reflect that you paid the $8,766.75 !"Y 2007
regulatory fee and the associated $2,191.69 penalty. For the reasons set forth be~ow, we
deny your request.

You recite that Cass Cable "incorrectly paid our Regulatory Fees to the Royalty'
Licensing Fe~s department."l You state that "[t]he amount paid of $8,766.75 was
intended to be paid towards Regulatory Fees." 2 You say that "[t]he mistake was not
discovered until September 20 .... [, one day] after the due date on September J9,
2007[.],,3 You state that "[w]e realize this was our error, but ... we did make aIi attempt
to pay the fee.,,4 You aver that "[w]e were under the impression all Fees had to be paid
online now and accessed the wrong site for payment."s You assert that "[w]e did make
the payment in time, but we followed the wrong procedure.,,6 :

1 See Request at 1.

2 ld.

3 ld.

4 ld.

5 ld.

6 ld.
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:, . Mr. Chad Winters 2.

The Communications Act of 1934, as amended, requires the Commission to asse~s a
penalty of25 percent on any regulatory fee not paid in a timely manner.7 It is the
obligation of the licensees responsible for regulatory fee payments to ensure that the
Commission receives the fee payment no later than the final date on which regulatory
fees are due for the year. 8 Your request does not indicate or substantiate that Cass Cable
met this obligation. The Commission takes great care to infonn its licensees ofthe due
dates, amounts of the fees, and payment methods in public notices and fact sheets, which
infonnation it also posts on its web site, www.fcc.gov. For the FY 2007 regulatory fees,
in addition to identifying the payment methods in its rules, the Commission timely
released several public notices and news releases infonning licensees of the Sept~mber

19,2007, deadline for filing regulatory fees and the various methods for paying the fees. 9

Although you may not have been aware of or fully understood the Communications Act
or the Commission's rules regarding regulatory fees, the Commission has repeatedly held
that "[l]icensees are expected to know and comply with the Commission's rules and
regulations and will not be excused for violations thereof, absent clear mitigating.
circumstances."10 We therefore find that Cass Communications did not meet its:
obligation to file its FY 2007 regulatory fee to be received by the Commission in:a timely

.manner. Accordingly, we deny your request for waiver of the penalty for late paYment of
the FY 2007 regulatory fee.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact the Revenue &
Receivables Operations Group at (202) 418-1995.

Sincerely,

~ark Stephens
ChiefFinancial Officer

7 47 U.S.C. §159(c)(1).

8 See 47 C.F.R. §1.1164.

9 See 47 C.F.R. §§1.1155, 1.1158, and 1.1159; Assessment and Collection ofRegulatory
Fees for Fiscal Year 2007, 22 FCC Rcd 15712 (2007); Payment Methods and Procedures
For Fiscal Year 2007 Regulatory Fees, FCC, DA-07-3758 (released Aug. 28, 20q7);
Public Notice, Fee Filer Now Availablefor 2007 Regulatory Fees,DA 07-3715 (Aug. 23,
2007); Regulatory Fees Fact Sheet, What You Owe - Cable Television Systems for FY
2007 (Aug. 2007).

10 See Sitka Broadcasting .co., Inc., 70 FCC .2d 2375, 2378 (1979), citing Lowndes
Coun,ty Broadcasting Co., 23 FCC 2d 91 (1970) and Emporium Broadcasting Co., 23
FCC 2d 868 (1970). .
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, President
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DONALD'L. BELL

Vice President
ChiefExecutive Officer

September 26,2007

100 REDBUD ROAD * P.O. Box 200 * VmGINlA, IL 62691
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Federal Communications Commission
Regulatory Fees
P.O. Box 358835
Pittsburgh!.PA 15251-5835

To Whom It May Concern:

On September 18, Cass Cable TV incorrectly paid our Regulatory Fees to the
Royalty Licensing Fees department. The amount paid 'of $8,766.75 was intended to be
paid towards Regulatory Fees. The mistake was not discovered until September 20.
Because we did not catch the: error until after the due date of 11:59 PM on September 19,
2007, we had to pay the 25% late payment penalty. The.penalty was in the amount .(jf
$2,191.69.

~.. ;;,~:" .. ,..We. r~a1ize this was our error, but we are requesting you refund the late payment ','
pfmalty'oecause we did make an attempt to pay the fee. We were under the impression
all Fees had to be paid online now and accessed the wrong site for payment. Could you
please consider making this refund? We did make the paymen~ in time, but we followed
the wrong procedure. I have enclosed confirmation of payment to the Royalty Licensing
Fees department, copy of our Remittance Form and a copy of the money order for the
Regull:'!-tory Fee and Late Payment Penalty.

.. ..:' r . .~. '
Thap..k. you for ta...1dng. the time to review this matter'and I look forward to your

decision. Should you have any questions regarding the matter, I.may be contacted
cUrectly at 217-452-4105.

Sincerely;
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