
 
        

March 12, 2008 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 
 
 Re:  CS Docket No. 98-120, CS Docket No. 00-96, and MB Docket No. 07-91 
 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

As the Commission considers what the post-DTV transition carriage obligations 
applicable to DBS operators will be, NCTA would like to emphasize one point.  As a threshold 
matter, we dispute the characterizations of some commenters in the above-captioned dockets that 
the proposed obligations on DBS would be more burdensome than those previously applied to 
cable operators.  Nonetheless, we do not take a position on the DBS operators’ requests for 
flexibility in their carriage obligations based on capacity constraints.   

 
We do, however, believe that were the FCC to provide any relief to DBS, it would 

underscore arguments we have made with respect to the post-transition carriage obligations of 
cable operators with small, capacity-constrained systems.  See Letter of Kyle McSlarrow, 
President and CEO, NCTA, to members of the FCC, February 19, 2008, CS Docket No. 98-120.  
There are independent reasons for granting a blanket exemption of the dual carriage requirement 
for systems with less than 552MHz capacity or 5,000 subscribers – all the more so if DBS were 
to be granted relief here. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
       /s/ Daniel L. Brenner 


