
 
March 21, 2008 

 
Ex Parte Via Electronic Filing  
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: High Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 The Alaska Telephone Association (“ATA”) is unsure how the three relatively unclear maps 
attached to GCI’s March 14, 2008 Ex Parte notice relate to the brief synopsis of its discussions with 
WCB Bureau Chief Dana Shaffer and a substantial number of Bureau staff on the prior day.  Apparently 
the focus of the dialogue was on brand new “software defined radio and distributed softswitching” 
technologies that GCI will deploy to provide mobile wireless if it can receive universal service support 
comparable to that of a cost-based, wireline carrier-of-last-resort that is required to, has been, and 
continues to provide universal service in rural Alaska.  Or perhaps GCI’s advocacy was for universal 
service support based upon its own costs.  That would be a change from its previous advocacy, but is 
unclear based on the immediate filing. 
 
 Curiously, one of the attachments is a map entitled Communities with Broadband Service Today 
(DSL speeds or above).  It appears to show a relatively small number of communities with access to 
DSL-comparable services.  Although broadband was seemingly not a topic of discussion, lest staff be 
inadvertently mislead, we have attached examples of such services advertised on the following company 
web pages today (not intended to be comprehensive) for communities not indicated on the map; Yukon 
Telephone Company, Inc1; Supervision, Inc2; Unicom3; Nushagak Cooperative4; and MTA5 (some
communities served by MTA are indicated on the map).  The final attachment is from GCI’s web page

 
6.  

In a comparison of The Ultimate Package Plus and The Ultimate Broadband Package, it indicates that 
GCI provides at least 320 Kbps of high speed service over its Internet cable modem.  The page 
concludes with the statement, “The Ultimate Package is available statewide.” 
 
 Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 

                                                 
1 http://www.yukontel.com/servicespricing.htm 
2 http://www.yukontel.com/svi.htm 
3 http://www.unicom-alaska.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=135&itemid=197 
4 http://www.nushtel.com/internet/internet.htm 
5 http://www.mta-telco.com/internet/packages.html#dsl 
6 http://www.gci.com/forhome/internet/ultimate+package+ultimate+broadband+package+comparison+chart.htm 
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Sincerely, 
 

  

 
 
Jim Rowe 
 
cc: Dana Shaffer 
 Nicholas Alexander 

Amy Bender 
 Ted Burmeister 

Katie King 
Jeremy Marcus 
Jennifer Mckee 

 Gary Siegel 
 Donald Stockdale 
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RESlD£NllAL PHONE 5I:lMCE /lA1ES liUSlN£SS PHONE 5I:RliIC£ RATES

"No charge for Vaeation*

"'$12.so if requested at a Ialerdalell

[~.Ri!~

~

MBO,MIJij

Slnglo Party _ ..... 5elVioe

Singlo Party Vooatlon _

"Telerhone-Relny Sy<Uom
(TRS)

FedeorB:1 Su~criber l..,ine ChargEI'

Singlo Lino

Single line Vacation

Network Aces:!;!!; !='oe

N9t'Ml1'k Al:Oass F~ V~tion

Touch Tone Service

Toll Bloc:l<lng -lR1 & lRO

[)any 3m Party Calling

Deny Colloot

$17.0OJMonlh

$8.50lMonlh

$O.lO/Month

$S.50lMonih

$3.2SlMonth

$3.00lMonih

$1.001Month

No Charge

Fre& at Installation

NoChBrge

NoChBrua

Sinola' Party 6I.nJinesa Sarvice

Single Party Vacation RaI9

Key Trunk with Hunt

Key TI'tlDk V.notion

Telephone Rel.y System (TRS)

"Single Lino

*Multi Line:

"No eharge fot Vaea.tion"

F.d...1Sub<oribor Line Charge

Single Line

Single Line Va~t1on

Multi Line

Mulll Line Vonollon

Network Access Fee

$29.8OIMonlh

$14.9OJMonlh

$22.901M0nlh

$20.40lMonlh

$O.lOlMoolh

$O.20lMonth

$6.S0IMonth

~325/Month

$9.20lMonlh

$4.SOJMonlh

$3.00JMonlh

e'matgsncy 911 Service Govemment Assessed 'Toll BlooIring TR1 & TRO FlOe all.<lallallon

Ufellno Customers ·14.DO it mquesled QI Q lal9r date'

Single PBrt1 Lino '$1.00JM0n'h Deny 3rd Party Calling No ChargA

"'This Includes NeMlork Aceess and Fecloml Sub ehargesllr

»5L 5I:R\fCE • RUllJ ONLY

I::margency 911 S&l'Ifiee

No Charge

No Charge

"'ncludes 6 GS DownlOtid Limit. 3 GB Upload Limit. and 1
Ern:lIlI Address:*

Ifyour require more bandwid1h or a commercial
connection please contact the Wasilla office for pricing.

F.deml Tax

Utility Tax (Regulatmy Cost
Cherge)

Residential Connecl:ion

Additional E-Moil Account

$5O.0OJMonth

$S.OOlMonth

All Residential and Commercial Lines are subjeet t(I the
following Taxes and Surcharges per month

Alaska Universal Service Fund 1.2% ofapplieable
(Lneal Charge) monthlyehlUEo,

3% ofapplicable
monthly ehnlges

1.730% ofapplicable
monthlyelungo.
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ANDWIDTI:I

Supervision Inc. provides Cable TV and Broadband
Internet throughout rural Alaska. Currently providing
Cable Television to Whittier 'and Tanana. As well as
broadband internet to Tyonek, Tanana, and Whittier.
If you live in Nenana or Manley Hot Springs please
visit our affiliate company BBN Inc.

Channel Line Up

Whittier

Tanana

NEWS

The WASILLA OFFICE has moved!! Please visit the
CONTACT US page for our new contact information.

CCPAYMENTS

If you live in Tyonek please click I
our Supervision Inc. in Tyonek hor

Having difficulties with your cabh
connecting to the internet? Please'

links below to check for outages
area.

Tanana

Whittier
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Home I Unicom services I Business Solutions I About US I Employment I Customer Service I
search...

THURSDAY Mar
20th

:' Home I> Unicom Services .. Internet Servl(::es " Coverage Area
I.".,,, .. ,,,., ._. • . ._._ . _

I,
____..J INTERNET

SERVICES

COVERAGE AREA

Dial Up Village (OSL only in Bethel) OSL Only Villages (No dial up
available)

Akiakchak Chefornak

Akiak Eek

Alakanuk Kipnuk

Atmautluak Kongiganak

Bethel Kwigillingok

Chevak Newtok

Emmonak Nightmute .

Hooper Bay QUinhagak

Kasigluk Toksook Bay
,

Kwethluk TuntutUliak

Mtn. Village TunUnak

Napaskiak/Oscarvllle

Napakiak

Nunak Iqua

Nunapitchuk

St. Mary's/Pitkas

Togiak

Tuluksak

DSL

Dial-Up

Coverage Area

FAQs



internet service

cable l11odemintE!rnolli:rdial;'up illtel'nefinterneffAQSAi:cepfableUse Policy
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HIGH-SPEED, . .;, 1{.: r ",:. SERVICE

Peak Speeds up to 5 urnes faster than the typical dia~up access! Always on-line. NCl dialing up - no bUSy Signals ever - and nCl need for that second phone line. Web sites
appear many times faster than with dial-Up access, and crystal clear audiClllows w~hClut intarruptiCln Clr interference. Service includes 5 MB personal web hClsling space.

• 64\64Kbps with up to 1GB of throughput' $54.99/mClnth
• 128\64Kbps with up to 2GB of throughput' $69.99/month
• 256\128Kbps with up to 3GB of throughput" $144.99/monlh
• Connect Fee - $38.05 + tax
• Cable Modem Rental Fee - $51mClnth
• Cable Modem DepCls~-$100 [waiVed when you sIgn up for a bundle]
• Unrelumed Cable Modem Fae - $250
• Package UpgradelOowllgrade - $18
• 'Additional data transfer beyond package amount will be prorated at $3() per GBiper month

o

'"...
'"'-"co

'"3

o
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Broadband for Bultlnil!lS8

About Wcbmllll &.
SpamShii!lld Pro

Web Hosting. sillrvlc:C!lS

Hotspotll

Htllp Di!lIlk

I..J)gln to Webmall
and D:!iL U5ZIIge >

login To MTAProtaas

High 5lJOOd It Low COSt MTA Intern.t PllckllllgO$
Play games, listen to music, share photos, send email
and talk on the phone all at the same time. MTA's
Iotemet pac.kages fit your lifestyle.

Find the Intornot package for you

''.: ' ,: ",,;' :;::",',,' ":,,, :~:'''' I

,~'9~'::~P:~:~t',~ :'" ,'(,":.,
~~:yo~"-:fi~:$:'",
mO~IU:for,:i)"" ,
~tMS' tho.' ..

,,M",:e,pr,l~,'.s.
,Olil':,Upl ;'''';'':'}.'

':.··:~i"".$Zi:~:
,~r:,mvl1th,,',· .

"'::~::'~'~',~~'
'""',,,,'. :".,,,',,".'"

8
'
i" ~torw£bmj11!., It"" pSI 1''99'''?'

People love DSl Internet because:

~ You can stay online and tblk on the phone at thl;!! same time

~ Your DSL connection Is i!Ilw~y:s on, ~~dy to go

!tJ You save monthly when you bundle It with other servIces .~,:"_~iI.d_,':Jl.o~

~ The servlc;e Is Iteml%.OO on yOlJr eXisting MTA !i1o~Wment

l¥.I MQS.t homes are D5l·~i!Idy and don't ~qlJlre addItional wiring ?-l!l!l":t~'.I.i.Il,A..P..SJ.,

~ cst. gIves you a direct line without shared neighborhood trafflc:

With DS~ you have a dlrod: llna to tho Internet (Image below left).
Wh;h =ble modem service (on the ~ight), (:onne.ctlonli 'Ire :r;;!1i1red with othe~ usel'5.

Inter.,et Pllu~lQIge Det~lIg

.. 56 kbp:l:" .
connection

• unlimited .eleC'o~~!;

·loOllll..o!I(lO~~S:

numbers,~' 4'8rnail
~ddrOji;~li!l:;' &:fn31B
web .;lddr8!i5

.. Option to !jaye

wit:h,prapay
di:ii;lQunt,pric a5

Slin Up' fOr j\lld:
'i1.tiIIS/month
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FOR :.. ::

HOME.
.' '! ",.' ....:',';,:"',, .... '

Cable Television
Premi't,iin:Movia Channels
',Pay~per.:.view" ,
!Slgrl·Upfor·cabl~
,Digital Video Recorder
High ·Defirlltion 'TV

. COmpetition Facts
':"t6nttoIYour TeleviSion

',;"':"/::::,:::',..',,,:'::,,;',::'::',!::/",:: :

cellulil'. se""ic:es

lOng: Disb"~ce ,
CalilnqPlans
Calling 'cards

, Conference Calling
',Toll Free' Inbound Option
"EraudProteetlon :
_~~.., _",,-~~_. c,__",_l

GET GC····..I·,::!I,':,;'''-.." ':~."i ,.1 ,

GET ALASKA!AI

SIM.\II.! for GCI quallfyl~g
products and get Alaska,
Airlines Miles!
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~!Jmi~m~mm;pmm~!m!!~~m:l!'!l"1Illl_~~~¥!,~~iIl·ll!!~~~·Ill·ill·1ml"l-~l!I1Jl:iliIII&!Ilrn~mI'Sl
Please nOte both packages explained above are only ava
Fairbanks, Juneau, Kenai/SoldotnaandPalmer!Wasilla.
The Ultimate Package is avajlablestatewide.

nchorage,


