Alaska Telephone Association

201 E. 56th, Suite 114
Anchorage, AK 99518

Jack H HI]}'“EI‘ 007) 563-4000
Prasident I{:AX iéﬂ?j 5699776
www.alashatal.org

James Rowe
Executive Director
jrowe@alaskatel.org

March 21, 2008
Ex Parte Via Electronic Filing

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  High Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337, CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Ms. Dortch:

The Alaska Telephone Association (“ATA”) is unsure how the three relatively unclear maps
attached to GCI’s March 14, 2008 Ex Parte notice relate to the brief synopsis of its discussions with
WCB Bureau Chief Dana Shaffer and a substantial number of Bureau staff on the prior day. Apparently
the focus of the dialogue was on brand new “software defined radio and distributed softswitching”
technologies that GCI will deploy to provide mobile wireless if it can receive universal service support
comparable to that of a cost-based, wireline carrier-of-last-resort that is required to, has been, and
continues to provide universal service in rural Alaska. Or perhaps GCI’s advocacy was for universal
service support based upon its own costs. That would be a change from its previous advocacy, but is
unclear based on the immediate filing.

Curiously, one of the attachments is a map entitled Communities with Broadband Service Today
(DSL speeds or above). It appears to show a relatively small number of communities with access to
DSL-comparable services. Although broadband was seemingly not a topic of discussion, lest staff be
inadvertently mislead, we have attached examples of such services advertised on the following company
web pages today (not intended to be comprehensive) for communities not indicated on the map; Yukon
Telephone Company, Inc'; Supervision, Inc?; Unicom®; Nushagak Cooperative®; and MTA® (some
communities served by MTA are indicated on the map). The final attachment is from GCI’s web page®.
In a comparison of The Ultimate Package Plus and The Ultimate Broadband Package, it indicates that
GCI provides at least 320 Kbps of high speed service over its Internet cable modem. The page
concludes with the statement, “The Ultimate Package is available statewide.”

Please contact me if you have any questions.

! http://www.yukontel.com/servicespricing.htm

2 http://www.yukontel.com/svi.htm

® http://www.unicom-alaska.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=135&itemid=197

* http://www.nushtel.com/internet/internet.htm

® http://www.mta-telco.com/internet/packages.html#ds|

® http://www.gci.com/forhome/internet/ultimate+package+ultimate+broadband+package+comparison+chart.htm



Sincerely,

O S _

Jim Rowe

CC:

Dana Shaffer
Nicholas Alexander
Amy Bender

Ted Burmeister
Katie King

Jeremy Marcus
Jennifer Mckee
Gary Siegel

Donald Stockdale
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RESIDENTIAL FHONE SERVICE RATES

Shpis Party Resklancs Satvice $17.00Month
‘ i Single Party Vacation Rate $8.50Menth
F‘ITEIE:‘,E)“,M“E-REIW Bystemn $0.10/Month
*No charge for Vaeation®
Federal Subﬁ.;:ﬁbar Lina Chargs
Single Ling $E.50Month
Single Line Vacation $3.25/Month
Natwork Actess Fes $3.00Month
Natwork Atctss Fas Vacation £1 .OOIMonﬂll
Touch Tene Sarvica Ne Charge

Toll Blocking - TR1 & TRO Froe at Installation

%12 50 if requested of a later data®
Dany 3rd Pady Calling No Charge
Deny Collect No Charge
Emergency 11 Service Government Assessed
Lifaline Customers
Single Parly Line *$1.00Manth

*This includes Network Access and Federal Sub charges*

DSL SERVICE ~ RUBY ONLY

09:44:32 a.m. 03-21-20086

TUISINESS PHONE SERVICE RATES
Singhke Party Business Service $20.80Month
Singly Party Vacationh Rate $14.90Manth
Key Trunk with Hunt $22.80Manth
Key Trunk Vacation $20.40/Month
Telephone Rclay System (TRS

*Single Lina £0.10/Month

*Mult: Line £0.20/Month

"No charge for Vacation®

Fadarml Subseriber Line Chargs

Single Lina $6.50/Month
Single Line Vacatlon $3.25/Month
Multl Line $9.20Manth
Mutti Line Vacatlen $4.60Manth
Natwark Access Fea F3.00Month

*“Toll Blocking TR1 & TRO Fraa at Instaliation

*14.00 if vequested ut a later date*

Dany 3rd Party Calling No Charga
Peny Collact Mo Charge
Ememency 911 Sarvice No Charge

TAXES & SURCHARGES
All Residential and Commercial Lines arc subject to the

Residential Connection 350.00Month following Taxes and Surcharges per month
*Includes & GB Downlead Limit, 3 GB Uplead Limit, and 1 Aloska Universal Service Fund 1.2% of applicable
Enmmil Address® (Local Charge) monthly charges
If your require more bandwidth or a commercial 3% of applicable
connection pleasze contact the Wasilla office for pricing, Federal Tex monthly charges
" , Utility Tax (Regulatory Cost 1.730% of applicable
Additional E-Mail Account §5.00/Month Charge) monthly charges
CALL TEATURES
TANANA/RUBY WHITTIER

147
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Supervision Inc. provides Gable TV and Broadband
Interniet throughout rural Alaska, Currently providing
Cable Television to Whittier and Tanana. As weli as
broadband internet to Tyonek, Tanana, and Whittier.
If you live in Nenana or Manley Hot Springs please
visit our affiliate company BBN Inc,

Channel Line Up
Whittier
Tanana
NEWS

The WASILLA OFFICE has moved!l! Please visit the
CONTACT US page for our new contact information.

CC PAYMENTS

If you live in Tyonek please click |
our Supervision Inc. in Tyonek hor

Having difficulties with your cabl

connecting to the internet? Please:

links below to check for outages
area,

Tanana

Whittier
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Home I Unicom Services | Business Solutions I About US ] Employment ' Customer Service I

Unicom %

AT of Laitod LHITHIGS, e,
Attiifale of, tnitedKUC. Inc.

09:45:24 a.m. 03-21-2006 37

search..

THURSDAY =

|
|
|

Home » Unicom Services » Internet Sarvices » Coverage Area

COVERAGE AREA

Dial Up Village (D5L only in Bethel)

DSL Only Villages (No dial up

available)
Akiakchak Chefornak
Alciak Eek
Alakanuk Kipnuk
Atmautluak Kongiganak
Bethel Kwigillingok
Chevak Newtok
Ermimonak Nightmute
Hoouper Bay Quinhagak
Kasigluk Toksook Bay
Kwethluk E Tuntutullak
Mtn. Village Tunupak

Napaskiak/Oscarville

Napakiak

Nunak Tqua

Nunapitchuk

St. Mary's/Pitkas

Togiak

Tuluksak

INTERNET
SERVICES

D5L

Dial=Up
Coverage Area
FAQs
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HIGH-S8PEED : .»::t i” ix

Feak Speeds up fo 5 tires faster than the fypical dizlup access! Always on-ine. Mo dialing up - ne busy signals ever - and no need for that second phone line. Wab sites
appear many times faster than with dial-up access, and crystal clear audio flows without interruption of interference. Service includes & MB personal web hosfing space.

* & 4 % & & & & =

=R e _ . -
ch LS menib er Inks 1 tm:a!lir‘u‘-r.s—t NGIMe

internet service

=8y SERVICE

64\84Kbps with up to 1GB of throughput® $54.29%/month

128¥84Kbps with up to 2GB of throughput* $68.99/month

256411 28Kbps with up to 3GB of ihroughput® $144.99/month

Connect Fee - $38.05 + tax

Cable Modem Rental Fee - $5/month

Cable Modem Deposit - $100 [waived when your sign up for a bundle]

Unretumed Cakle Modem Fae - $250

Package UpgradefDowngrade - 518

*Additional data transfer hewond package amount will be prorated at $30 per GBiper month

falup infernet " internet FAQs “Acceptable Use Paliey .~ .

54910555/06

198 19WaIsN7 BYSEEIR ]

‘WE 8CI5I60

2002-1g-20

iy




30755501675 Telalaska Customer Ser 09:45:57 a.m. 03-21-2006 5{7

- ’ Local Long Distance Wirslas=s Buglness internet Directory DV

u hame

Bundles Sava You Monegy | Cantact Us | View/Pay My Bill
Internet ;

|- Seanch-

Intefnot Packiges High Speed B Low Coast MTA Internat Packeges

Play games, listen to muslc, share photos, send emall
and talk on the phone all at the sama time. MTA's

About Webmall & Internet packages fit your Hfestyle,
SpamShisld Pra

Save when you bundle Intarnst
with other sorvicess
Broadband For Businass

> &otq the onling order form 2 sign up!
Web Hosting Services

Hetapota

Find the Internet package {for you
Help Dazk

Lagin to Webmall
and DAL Usage =

Logln To MTAProtacts

i ¢

People love DSL Intarnct because:

You can stay onfine and talk on the phene at the sama time

[# Your D54, connection Is always on, ready to go

[#] ‘vou save monthly when you bundle It with ather services » read more

[ The service is ltermized on your existing MTA statement

[7] Most homas are DSL-ready and don't require additional wiring »instafling Dt

|5} D5L gives you a direct line without shared nelghborhood traffic: w56 kbps o
Eﬂnﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂn
With DSL, you have a direct lina to the Internet (Image below left). " Unlimited ‘a‘_éca‘s‘ﬁ '

With cable modem service (on the right), connections are shared with other users. . L .
*lLonal acoess
numbers; 4 amail -
. addresges &frae
wab address”
» Option to save
© With prapay.
_disgount, prices
Sign up for just
$19.65/month

w'Lear More

Internat Packnge Datalls
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SEARCH:
rm |}
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Fchuiiness Customer Care  View/FayeBH  Carcerc@GO Inwestors - GOl YellowPages an":actu‘s

| e v

Cable Telmnsmn

. Préfidm Mavia Chann l
v PayePer-View .
Sign up for Cable” .
Digital Video Recarder. -
:'High Definition TV -
Competition Facts
Conttol Your Television'

' 'ro make it easier...here us a c:nmpanson chart l:hat shows
. the differences between GCX's Ultimate Package Plus and.
‘the Uitimate Broadband Package which bundles all our

'sarvmes togathar fur the same Iow pri:e.. 3

".} Cable TV which

©Linchides tons of Dlgutal LE.QEMQJ! Whlﬂh JUSt Lo
. {chanrielsand music - | includes your focal ‘broadcast stations e
.l ehannels.If you like: - | and & few others. [If you want-great - i

; -y variety with a lot'of. .

- { reception” and not & lot: af channels thns o
‘ ‘ChDICGS, this:is the. ptan T S

‘ ‘I'|5 the plan For yau

“ZLnng DistanmlSDfrae N Lo o
ﬁoutz-uf-state minutes, . ; Long Distance 150 free out-of-state
i

T CalingPlans
" Calling Cards” .-
oy Conference Calling

. I Upgrade to 1,000 total - minutes. Upgrade to'a total of 1,000 .
: "‘-anu Free - Inbolnd Dpt;on :

mtnutes for 1ust $10 o mlnutas for ]ust %10 more per. month

tm o v e R Sk

EEa!!d Protectio mare per month, - (14 . - (14« cents a mmuta ﬁ::r all your in- state
o o i cents a-minute for all ‘ calls ) : :
‘ E g your in-state calis.) |
5 Locat: Phune Servu:e‘ o
] b :
:Sian'up for GCI qualtfylng g i {
products and get Alaska sl — = %
"Alrlinesx Miles! o ;l : o i
. X L B - r .
: S . ’QL?:? ;ﬁérllni;:a &m:ﬂﬁ’. iAlaska Airlines M:Ies Get 1 mlle per {i ‘
. {spent on your Ultimate - | doliar spent on your Ultimate " 1
o ! Package Plus monthly ] Bruadband F'ackaga monthlv plan fee ‘ ‘} o
e plAN TG E z 3

file: lf/ClﬂImﬂmmm.owmemmGwmnm%z m%mmmmomm«mmm&zmm {1aof 2) {315/2008 1:47:26 PM]
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T A R T M R e A ! A I A
Please note hoth packagﬂs explalned abova ara only ava ahla in Anchnrage,
Fairbanks, Juneau, Kenai/Soldotna.and Palmar/Was:lla. ,

“:'rng Uttimate Package is available statewide.
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