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Phone: 808-329-1758 Fax:808-329-8564
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Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary IR AR

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: FCC Docket No. 08-4, Hawauan Telcom Petition for Waiver of High-cost Un1versa1
Support Rules

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Aloha. The Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce, as an advocate for the business
environment in West Hawaii, understands the challenges of doing business here. The
Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce is the leading business advocacy organization on
the west side of the Big Island of Hawaii. The Chamber would like to provide comments
on Hawaiian Telcom’s petition in the above entitled matter. It is our understanding that
this petition would give Hawaiian Telcom federal support to upgrade facilities and /1
equipment serving West Hawaii as well as the entire state.

We are supportive of this petitioni. . As one of the benefits, Hawaiian Telcom would
strengthen its telecommunications network. This would benefit our membership for the
following reasons. The island of Hawaij is tlhe largest island in the state. Because of
this fact, residents atid busmesses face challenges not present on the other islands.

For orie, distances betweén maJor busmess sectors’ require more infrastructure and
maintenance to maintaif these vital connectlons Hawauan Telcom s intent to maintain
or upgrade its network in these areas will benefit our communities and busmesses

Hawaii is also still growing. With the world’s only active valcana, Kilauea, constant
threats of lava flows threaten to sever communication to remote areas. The threat of
earthquakes due to Kilauea’s volcanic activity is also a concern. Recently in 2006, a 6.7
magmtude earthquake struck Hawau and caused severs property damage, injuries, and
power‘outages. In addltlon, as.an’ 1s1and state in the mlddle of the Pacific, we are .
constantly at risk for hurricane act1v1ty as well. We support any effort to strengthen
Hawaii’ s commun1cat1on netvvork for times like these. .

In closing; the Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce supports th1s pet1t1on We look
forward to continue working toward a better environment for our members.
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