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Re: FCC Docket No. 08-4, Hawaiian Telcom Petition for Waiver of High-cost Universal
Support Rules .

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Aloha. The Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce, as an advocate for the business
environment in West Hawaii, understands the challenges of doing business herd. The
Kona-Kohala Chamber of Commerce is the leading business advocacy organization on
the west side of the Big Island of Hawaii. The Chamber would like to provide comments
on Hawaiian Telcom's petition in the above entitled matter. It is our understanding that
this petition would give Hawaiian Telcom federal support to upgrade facilities and
equipment serving West Hawaii as well as the entire state.

We are stl.ppornve of tJ:;d~ petition.. N3 one of the' bene'fits, H~~aiian:Telcom would
strengthen its telecommunications network. This would benefit our membership for the
fo~owing.ret;l~ons. T~e isl~~,ofH~:pv~,istfe largest island in tlte state. Be.cause of
thlS fact, reslden~s atld bl1s~ess~~,fl:j.ce C?ha11enges, ;opt pre;:;~nt 'on the other lslands.
For ~rte, d;~~tan:cesbetween n:tajql: 91lS~:q.~SS sectors EeClt;ln,.e mor~ inf:rastructure and
maintenance to maintain these vltw'conne.ctions. Hawaiian Telcom's intent to maintain
or upgrade its network iIi: these are,as.wilLbeneUt 01-1+ ;communities and businesses.

J.. ,

Hawaii is also still growing. With the world's only active volcano, Kilauea, constant
threats of lava flows threaten to sever communication to remote areas. The threat of
earthquakes due to Kilauea's volc'8J1ic activity i& also a ,con'lem. Recently in 2006, a 6.7
magn~tudeei:irthquake s~ck.a~~ali.~dbau~~d sev.ers pr9IJerty damage, injuries. and
power·ou'tages. In additi\i>h, as. ail' j~l.and s.tate i,n the J,lliddle of the Pacific, we are '
constantly at risk for hun1cane ,a,ctiVitY as well: We support fillY effort to strengthen
Hawaii'~ c!~I1?-niunicationnenv<?rk for tjme's like thes.~. ,.'

In closing; the Kona-Kohal~Chamber-~fCo~merce supports this p~tition. We look
forward to continue' working toward a better environ.n:lent for our members.

,'"

Mahal'o,
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Vivian Landrum
Executive Director'
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