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AT&T INC. AND VERIZON WIRELESS
SEEK FCC CONSENT TO ASSIGN AND TRANSFER CONTROL
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May 12,2008
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I. INTRODUCTION

AT&T Inc. and certain of its subsidiaries ("AT&T") and Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon
W;irele~s and certain of its subs~dj~es ("Verizon Wireless") have ·filed a series of applications pursuant to
~ection~ 214 aad 31Q(4) ofth~.Gommtlni9appp.sAc.fpf 19?4, as~mended.l In these applications, AT&T
and Verizon Wireless (the "ApplicantS") seek Commission approval ofan exchange of certain wireless
licenses, spectrum manager lea~ing arrangements, and related authorizations in parts ofArizona,
Kentucky, Ne~l:lda, ~~:w;York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Vermont, anti Washington. The Applicants propose
to accomplish this exchange through transfers ofcontrol ofwireless liceasee subsidiaries, and through
assignments o£yn.~e},r~s Ucense.s, spectrum manager leasingan;allgemell~s, and authorizations. The
Applicants state t4at this;exchanige wiH satisfy AT&T's obliga.tj.on~,under the AT&T-Dobson Order to
divest certain p.ob~.on,li9,enses~hd. operations in KeIltucky.2 Jp. addition" the applications reflect that, in
most cases, the licenses and spectrum leasing arrangements that Verizon Wireless proposes to provide to
AT&T in the ~xchange are held by subsidiaries ofRural Cellular Corporation, which Verizon VVireless
previously has-proposed.to acquire.3 These assignment and transfer of contr61 applications pertain to
licenses for the Part 22 Cellular Radiotelephone Service, the Part 24 Personal Communications Service,

I '47 U.S..G. §§,2.14, 310.(d).

2 Applications ofAT~T Inc. and Dobson Communications Corp. for Consent to Transfer Control ofLicenses and
Authd'r~atib~;,Mdmbt:andum Op'inion and Order, 2iFCC Rcd'20295, 2033-5-36"85-88 (2007) ("AT&T-Dobson
Order"), ~. <; .;" • l' •

• ,4,> .....

~. N:eJ1izon Wir~less and.:E.ural O~llplar GoJp. S~els; J;"CC .cQnsent to,Tl'ansfer,Control ofLicenses, Spectrum Manager
Lea~~s,and Atillioriz!!-t.ion~, PUbli~(f)tic_e, 22 FCD Rcd 18356 ~907). .
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the "Part 21 A.~~~~C~d ~;~~ss Service, and the "Part \(J\ Com~on Carrier fixeu \>olnt-to-"¥olnt
Microwavtl,SGryice, .~e;.ta~~_~&ectrum leasing arrangements, and international Section 214 authorizations.

To effectuate the exchange of certain wireless licenses between the Applicants, the Applicants
have filed a series ofproforma applications seeking consent to the assignment of licenses from
subsidiaries of AT&T to DC Kentucky Newco, LLC ("DC Kentucky Newco") and DC Other Newco,
LLC ("DC Other Newco"), wholly-owned subsidiaries of AT&T,4 and from subsidiaries ofVerizon
Wireless to Rural Newco LLC ("Rural Newco"), a wholly-owned subsidiary ofVerizon Wireless. As
proposed, the consummation of these particular pro forma assignments of wireless licenses will occur
immediately prior to the consummation of the transfer of control and ass'igftttle'hv hpp14catiolIs'that the
Applicants propose in the exchange. . .

In addition, Verizon Wireless requests a declaratory ruling extending its current Section 31 O(b)(4)
authority to hold interests in common carrier licenses and authorizations to encompass DC Kentucky
Newco, DC Other Newco, and the FCC licenses that they will hold following transfer to Verizon Wireless
as a result of this transaction.

II. SECTION 310(d) APPLICATIONS

Parts 22,24,27, and 101- Wireless Radio Services Applications.
The following applications for consent to the full and partial proforma assignment of certain

licenses from RCC Atlantic Licenses, LLC ("RCC Atlantic") to Rural Newco have been assigned the file
numbers listed below.

FileNo.

0003319713
0003319732

Licensee

RCC Atlantic Licenses, LLC
RCC Atlantic Licenses, LLC

Lead Call Sign

KNKA797
KNKN749

.
The fonowing applications for con~ent to the assignnient or transfer of control of certain licenses

from Verizon Wireless to AT&Tand ifs'subsidiary,-DC Newco Parent, have been assigned the file
numbers listed below.

FileNo.

00032648255

0003264826
50007CLTCOS6

Liciensee

Cellco, Partnership
.RCC NIiimesota, Inc.
Rural Newco LLC

Lead Call Sign

K.NKN965
K.NKN248
KNKA797

4These indirect subsidiaries ofAT&T will be directly held by DC Newco Parent, LLC ("DC Newco Parent"), which
will transfer these subsidiaries to Verizon Wireless.

5 This application is the lead application for the wireless radio services.

6 This application is attached to File No. 0003319713. As described above, Verizon Wireless proposes the pro
j0r1!'a assignment offull and partial licenses from RCC Atlantic to Rural Newco immediately prior to
conspnmating the prgposed transf~r of.c~ntrol.?fRural Newco to AT&T. See ULS File Nos. 0003319732 and
00033197 i 3". Because these assignrilent applications remain pending and have not been consummated, these
licenses are not shown'as being held by RUral Newco in ULS. Thus, this application was filed manually with a
request for waiver of the UI1!S electrbnrc fi:ling,r~quirement; pursuant to 'section 1.913(b) of the Commission's rules.
47 C.F.R. § 1.913(b). We 'grant the Applicants' 'request for waiver of the ULS electronic filing requirement. .
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The following applications for consent to the full and partial proforma assignment of licenses
from subsidiaries ofAT&T to DC Kentucky Newco and DC Other Newco have been assigned the file
numbers listed below.

File No.

0003319329
00033.19338
0003319342
0003319349
0003319351

Licensee

American Cellular, LLC
American Cellular, LLC
Dobson Cellular Systems, LLC
New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC
New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC

Lead Call Sign

WQFA872
KNKN939
WQEB350
KNLF270
KNLH209

The following applications for consent to the transfer of control of certain licenses from AT&T to
Verizon Wireless have been assigned the file numbers listed below.

File No.

50009CLTC087

50008CWTC088

Licensee

DC Kentucky Newco, LLC
DC Other Newco, LLC

Lead Call Sign

KNKN939
KNLH209

Part 24 - Wireless Radio Services Applications - Spectrum Manager Leases

The following applications relating to approval of the assignment oflong-term spectrum manager
leasing arrangements to AT&T have been assigned the file numbers listed below.9

FileNo.

0003319768 Rural Newco LLC

Lead Call Sign

KNLG395

7 This ~pplication is attached. to File No. 0003319338. As described a~ove, AT&T proposes the pro forma
assigwnent of full flnq partiaHicenses to DC K~ntuckyNewco immedia,tely prior to consummating the proposed
transfer ofcontrol ofDC,~entucky ~ew~o to Vemon. S~eULS File Nos. 0003319329 and 0003319338. Because
these assigDD;1eiltapplications remliin p~:Iiding and have not been consummated, these licenses are not shown as
being held by D'C'Kentucky Newcl> in ULS. Thus, this application was' filed manually with a request for waiver of
the ULS electronic filing requirerireJ1t, p~suant to sec~oh 1.913(b) oftlie CoIiunission's rules. 47 C.F.R.
§ 1.913(b). We grant the Applicants' request'for waiver ofthe ULSrelectronic filing requirement.

8 This application i.s attached. to File No. 000331193~ I. As des~ribed above, AT&T proposes the pro forma
assignment of full and parti~lljcenses to DC Other :Newcoimme.diat~ly prior to consummating the proposed transfer
ofcO)ltrol OfDC O,ther Newcoto ¥erizon,> See ULS:File Nos. OQ03319;342, 0003319349, and 0003319351.
Because· these a~sig~!:lnt applica~ons re~ain pending and have not been consqmmated, these licenses are not
sHown as being held by DC KentUcky Newco in ULS. Thus, this application was filed manually with a request for
waiver of the ULS electronic filing requirement, pursuant to section 1.913(b) of the Commission's rules. 47 C.F.R.
§ 1.913(b). We grant the Applicants' request for waiv~r ofthe ULS, electronic filing requirement.

9 RCC Minnesota, Inc. ("RCC Minnesota") is a spectrum lessee ofPCS spectrum, pursuant to spectrum manager
leasing arrangements" fromPCS P~ers,..L.P. an~ an AT&T subsidiary, New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC
(collectively, th~ '~Spec~ Le~soJs?')" P~or to~olosing on this tra~action, RCC Minn~sota proposes to as~ign ~hese

spectrum leasing',arrangements to Rlir~1 Newco, which will then be n:ansferred to DC Newco Parent at closmg. ·To
accompl}sh this assignm~nt,the SP.ltctrup:!, Lessors artd Rural Newco are filing notifications ofnew spectrum
manl}.ger leasing.arrangements, wllieh theypropose,to become effective ,upon the closing of the transaction. The
Spectrum Lessors will subsequentlY not~fy the Commission ofthe termination ofthe existing leasing arrangements.
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File No.

0003319769
0003319770
.0003340311

Lessee

Rural Newco LLC
Rural Newco LLC
Rural Newco LLC

Lead Call Sign

KNLH723
WPUI366
WPTF727

In. INTERNATIONAL SECTION 214 AUTHORIZATIONS

The following applications for consent to the partial assignment of international Section 214
authorizations held by a Verizon Wireless subsidiary to AT&T subsidiaries have been assigned the file
numbers listed below.

File No. Authorization Holder

ITC-ASG-20080208-00049 Rural Cellular Corporation

ITC-ASG-20080208-00051 Rural Cellular Corporation

Authorization Number

ITC-214-1994022400114
ITC-214-1998040100220
ITC-214-1994022400114
ITC-214-1998040100220

The following application for consent to the partial assignment of an international Section 214
authorization held by an AT&T subsidiary to a subsidiary ofVerizon Wireless has been assigned the file
number listed below.

File No. Authorization Holder

ITC-ASG-20080208-00050 American Cellular, LLC

Authorization Number

ITC-214-2000042800255

IV. REQUEST FOR DECLARATORY RULING UNDER SECTION 310(b)(4)

Verizon Wireless has filed a request pursuant to Section 310(b)(4) of the Communications Act for
a declaratory ruling that it is in the public interest for DC Kentucky Newco and DC Other Newco to have
indirect ownership in excess of the 25 percent benchmark under Section 31O(b)(4) of the Communications
Act: Upon cQns~mp1ationof the proposed transaction, DC Kentucky Newco and DC Other Newco will
become indirect su:tJsidianes ofVerizon Wireless. Verizon Wireless is a general partnership. ultimately
controlled indirectly by Venzon Communications Inc. ("Verizon") and Vodafone Gt:oup PIc
("Vodafone"). Verizon, a Delaware corporation, owns 55 percent of the partnership interests and
Vodafone indirectly 0'Ylls 45 percent of the partnership through Ilumerous intermediate subsidiaries,
which are organized under the laws ofLuxembourg and the United Kingdom, both of which are World
Trade Organization (WTO) Member countries, or the United States. Verizon Wireless requests a
de'cI.aratory ruling allowing Vodafone to hold an indirect ownership interest of up to 65.1 percent in DC
Kentucky Newco and DC Other Newco, each ofwhich will become a wholly-owned indirect subsidiary
ofVetizon Wireless. The petition for declaratory ruling under Section 31O(b)(4) of the Communications
Act has been a~signed File No. ISP-PDR-20080208-00005.

V. EXPARTE STATUS OF TIDS PROCEEDING

Pursuant to Section 1.1200(a) of the Commission's rules,t° the Commission may adopt modified
or more stringent ex parte procedures in particular proceedings ifthe public interest so requires. We

10 47'C.F.R. § 1.1200(h).
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announce that this proceeding will be governed by perrnit-but-disclose ex parte procedures that are

applicable to non-restricted proceedings under Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules.1I
'

-.-...:

, Parties making oral ex parte presentations are direct~d to the Commission's statement
reemphasizing the public's responsibility in permit-but-disclose proceedings and are reminded that
memoranda summarizing the presentation must contain the presentation's substance and not merely list the
subjects discussed.12 More than a one- or two-sentence description ofthe views and arguments presented is
generally required.13 Other rules pertaining to oral and written presentations are set forth in Section
l.1206(b) as well.14 We urge parties to use the Electronic Comment Filing System ("ECFS") to file exparte
submissions. IS

VI GENERAL INFORMATION

The transfer ofcontrol applications referenced herein have been found, upon initial review, to be
acceptable for filing. The Commission reserves the right to return any application if, upon further
examination, it is determined to be defective and not in conformance with the Commission's rules or
policies. Final action on these applications will not be taken earlier than thirty-one days following the
date of this Public Notice.16

Interested parties must file petitions to deny no later than May 12, 2008. Persons and entities that
file petitions to deny become parties to the proceeding. They may participate fully in the proceeding,
including seeking access to any confidential information that may be filed under a protective order,
seeking reconsideration ofdecisions, and filing appeals of a final decision to the courts. Oppositions to
such pleadings must be filed no later than May 22, 2008. Replies to such pleadings must be filed no later
than May 30,2008. All filings concerning.matters referenced in this Public Notice should refer to DA 08
851 and WT Docket No. 07-208, as well as the specific file numbers of the individual applications or
other matters to which the filings pertain.

Under the Commission's current procedures for the submission of filings and other documents,1
7

submissions in this matter may be filed electronically (i.e., though ECFS) or by hand delivery to the
Commission's Massachusetts Avenue location.

.• 'If filed by ECFS,18 comments shall be sent as an electronic file via the Internet to
,hijp://www.fcc.gov/e-file/ecfs,html. In completing the transmittal screen, commenters should

Illd. § 1.1206.

12 See. Commission Emphasizes the Public's Responsibilities in Permit-But-Disclose Proceedings, Public Notice, 15
FCe~cd 19.945 (2000).'

13 See 47 C.F.R.§ 1.l206(b)(2).

14 ld. § 1.l206(b).

IS See discussion infra Part VI.

16 See'47, U.S.C. § 309(b).

17 See Implement!1tion ofInterim E~ectronic Filing Procedures for Certaip. Commission Filings, Order, 16 FCC Rcd
21483 (2001); see also FCC Announces a New Filing Location for Paper Documents and a New Fax Number for
General CorrespondeIjce, PublicNotice, 16 FCC Rcd 22165 (2001); Reminder: Filing Locations for Paper
Documents and Instruotions for M~iling ElectrOIrlc Media, Public Notice, 18 FCC Rcd 16705 (2003).

18 See Electronic Filing ofDocuments in Rulemaking Proceedings, GC Docket No. 97-113, Report and Order, 13
FCC Rcd 11322 (1998).
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include tbeir fu\\ name, ~osta) Service mailing address, and the applicable docket number.
Parties may also submit an electronic comment by Internet e-mail. To get filing instructions for
e-mail comments, commenters should send an e-mail to ecfs@fcc.gov, and should include the
following words in the body of the message, "get form <your e-mail address>." A ~ample form
and directions will be sent in reply. .

• If filed by paper, the original and four copies of each filing must be filed by hand or messenger
delivery, by commercial overnight courier, or by frrst-class or overnight U.S. Postal Service mail
(although we continue to experience delays in receiving U.S. Postal Service mail). The
Commission's contractor, Natek, Inc., will receive hand-delivered or messenger-delivered paper
filings for the Commission's Secretary at 236 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E., Suite 110,
Washington, D.C. 20002. The filing hours at this location are 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. All hand
deliveries must be held together with rubber bands or fasteners. Any envelopes must be disposed
ofbefore entering the building. Commercial overnight mail (other than U.S. Postal Service
Express Mail and Priority Mail) must be sent to 9300 East Hampton Drive, Capitol Heights, MD
20743. U.S. Postal Service first-class mail, Express Mail, and Priority Mail should be addressed
to 445 12th Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20554. All filings must be addressed to the
Commission's Secretary, Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission.

One copy of each pleading must be delivered electronically, bye-mail or facsimile, or if delivered
as paper copy, by hand or messenger delivery, by commercial overnight courier, or by frrst-class or
overnight U.S. Postal Service mail (according to the procedures set forth above forpaperfilings),to:
(1) the Commission's duplicating contractor, Best Copy and Printing, Inc., at FCC@BCPIWEB.COM or
(202) 488-5563 (facsimile); (2) Erin McGrath, Mobility Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau,
at erin.mcgrath@fcc.govor (202) 418-7447 (facsimile); (3) Susan Singer, Spectrum and Competition
Policy Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, at susan.singer@fcc.gov or (202) 418-7447
(facsimile); (4) Linda Ray, Broadband Division, at linda.ray@fcc.govor (202) 418-8188 (facsimile); (5)
David Krech, Policy Division, International Bureau, at david.Icrech@fcc.gov or (202) 418-2824
(facsimile); (6) Neil Dellar, Office of General Counsel, at neil.dellar@fcc.govor(202) 418-1234
(facsimile); and (7) Jim Bird, Office of General Counsel, atjim.bird@fcc.govor (202) 418-1234
(facsimile).

Copies of the applications and any subsequently-filed documents in this matter may be obtained
from Best Copy and Printing; Inc.. in pers0ll: at 445 12th Street, S.W., Room CY-B402, Washington, D.C.
20554,'via telephone at (202) 488-5300, via facsimile at (202) 488-5563, or via e-mail at
FCC@BCPIWEB.COM. The applications and any associated documents are also available for public
inspection and copying during normal reference room hours at the following Commission office: FCC
Reference Information Center, 44512th Street, S.W., Room CY-A257, Washington, D.C. 20554. The
applications are also available electronically through the Commission's ECFS, which may be accessed on
the Commission's Internet website at http://www.fcc.gov. In addition, applications filed under Parts 22,
24,90, and 101 of the Commission's rules are available electronically through ULS, which may be
accessed on the Commission's Internet website. Additional information regarding the transaction will be
available on the FCC's Office of General Counsel's website, http://www.fcc.gov/ogc, which will contain a
fully indexed, 'unofficial listing and electronic copies ofall materials in this docket. Alternate formats of
this public notice (computer diskette, large print, audio recording, and Braille) are available to persons
with disabilities by contacting Brian Millin at (202)418-7426 (voice), (202) 418-7365 (TTY), or by
sending an e-mail to access@fcc.gov.
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For further infonnation, contact Erin McGrath, Mobility Division, Wireless Telecommunications
Bureau, at (2?2) ~18-2042, or Susan SInger, Sp~.c~~Coml?etition and Policy Division, Wireless
Telecommumcations Bureau, at (202) 418-1340.. , .

-FCC-
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