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 Michele C. Farquhar 
Partner 
(202) 637.5663 
mcfarquhar@hhlaw.com 

April 21, 2008 
 
BY ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 
 
Re: Ex Parte Letter from  
 FiberTower Corporation and  
 Rural Telecommunications Group, Inc. 
 ET Docket Nos. 04-186 and 02-380 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 FiberTower Corporation (“FiberTower”) and the Rural Telecommunications Group, Inc. 
(“RTG”) submit this ex parte filing to provide additional detail regarding the proposed service rules 
for the licensed, fixed-use model for the TV bands white spaces discussed in their October 2, 2007 
White Paper.1  Specifically, FiberTower and RTG believe that the Commission can license new fixed 
services in the TV bands white spaces quickly and efficiently, without the need for spectrum 
auctions, using the same Part 101 rules and procedures that have worked well in the fixed microwave 
context.  FiberTower and RTG propose that the Commission adopt such a licensing approach. 
 

In the White Paper, FiberTower and RTG indicated that a licensed approach to new services 
in the TV bands white spaces would provide accountability and regulatory certainty to stakeholders 
and best protect incumbent users from harmful interference.  A licensed approach would also 
encourage new TV bands users to cooperate with broadcasters and other incumbents to maximize 
spectrum use and limit harmful interference.  Thus, by granting exclusive and clearly defined rights, 
the Commission can provide new users of the TV bands with the proper incentives to avoid harmful 
interference.  In addition, as the Commission itself has noted, issuing licenses enables policymakers 

                                                   
1 “Optimizing the TV Bands White Spaces: A Licensed, Fixed-Use Model for Interference-Free Television and Increased 
Broadband Deployment in Rural and Urban Areas,” Ex Parte filing by FiberTower Corporation and Rural 
Telecommunications Group, Inc., ET Docket Nos. 04-186, 02-380 (filed Oct. 2, 2007) (“White Paper”). 
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and incumbent licensees to more rapidly and easily determine the source of any harmful interference 
and take appropriate action.2   

 
To ensure that new licensed, fixed systems in the TV bands protect broadcasters and other 

incumbent users from harmful interference, the Commission should license the new systems on a 
site-by-site basis under Part 101 of its rules.  Specifically, the Commission should authorize new 
fixed TV bands operations under Part 101, Subparts H (Private Operational Fixed Point-to-Point 
Microwave Service) and I (Common Carrier Fixed Point-to-Point Microwave Service).  Such 
systems also would be subject to Subpart B (Applications and Licenses) and the other default rules 
for Part 101 systems, as well as any applicable Part 1 requirements.  Thus, the new TV bands systems 
would be licensed after successful frequency coordination demonstrating that proposed operations 
would not cause harmful interference to incumbents.3  The licenses would be granted for ten-year, 
renewable terms, and each licensed site would need to be placed in operation within eighteen months, 
just like other Part 101 fixed point-to-point microwave services.4 

 
 The Commission’s Part 101 site-by-site licensing regime provides an effective framework for 
licensing new services in the TV bands and for the immediate licensing of critical fixed wireless 
backhaul services while protecting incumbent users against harmful interference.  FiberTower and 
RTG therefore encourage the Commission to authorize and license new fixed services in the TV 
bands white spaces under Part 101 as soon as possible.   
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 FiberTower Corporation and  
 Rural Telecommunications Group, Inc. 
 
 By: /s/ Michele C. Farquhar 
 

  Michele C. Farquhar 
  Ari Q. Fitzgerald 
  Hogan & Hartson LLP 
  555 Thirteenth Street, NW 
  Washington, D.C.  20004 
  Telephone: (202) 637-5663 
  E-Mail: mcfarquhar@hhlaw.com 
   Special Counsel to FiberTower Corporation and 
  Rural Telecommunications Group, Inc. 

                                                   
2 See Unlicensed Operation in the TV Broadcast Bands, First Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking, 21 FCC Rcd 12266 ¶ 30 (rel. Oct. 18, 2006). 
3 See, e.g., 47 C.F.R. § 101.103. 
4 See id. §§ 101.63, 101.67.  New TV bands services should be authorized consistent with the technical rules contained in 
Appendix A of the White Paper.  FiberTower, RTG, and other supporters of a licensed, fixed approach intend to file a 
supplemental ex parte that will provide additional detail regarding the specific technical rules that should apply. 


