
I submit the following comments in response to Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (the

“NPRM”), released January 24, 2008, in MB Docket No. 04-233.

 

Any new FCC rules, policies, or procedures must not impede First Amendment rights.  I am of the

opinion that several proposals discussed in the NPRM, if enacted, would hinder the free speech and

would hinder the free exercise of religion.

 

* The FCC must not force radio stations, especially religious broadcasters, to take advice from an

advisory board that may not share their values.

 

* Every station does not have to serve as a “public forum” where anyone and everyone has rights to

air time. “Niche stations” fill a particular need in the community and by their very nature serve a very

narrow audience.

 

* Radio programming should not be dictated by any government entity.  Employing someone to report

programming details (type of program, who produced it, and how it reflects the interests of a cross-

section of local residents) is a burdensome task that will increase costs for many small stations.

 

* The proposed renewal process will be more time-consuming and more costly. 

 

* Non-profit, “repeater”, and smaller radio stations cannot handle the financial costs involved with

having an employee on the premises whenever the radio station is “on the air”.

 

* Lastly, this new ruling, if it is enacted, would cause further hardship on smaller radio stations by

further restricting main studio location choices. 

 

 

In conclusion, these new regulations would be a burden and serve no clear purpose for the average

small-town community. These regulations would be especially hurtful to small, niche stations and

non-profit stations.  Specifically, I am concerned that these new regulations would cause me to lose

access to K-Love and Air1, two radio stations that I enjoy via two, small “repeater” stations. These

new regulations could create enough hardship that I might lose access to “He’s Alive Radio”, another

repeater station that broadcasts out of Hagerstown, MD.   Additionally, I sometimes listen to a small

radio station that broadcasts out of Lost Creek, WV (WOTR, 96.3 FM).  I have not a clue as to how

they are capable of keeping their doors open and feel rather certain that this radio station would not

be up to the task of such heavy regulatory mandates.

 

Please reconsider the burdensome regulations proposed.


