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Dear Chainnan Martin:

I am writing to voice my support for the pending merger of Sirius Satellite Radio Inc. and
XM Radio Inc. I believe this merger is in the public interest as it will improve he
diversity and quality of satellite radio programming and enhance, rather than de :ract
from, overall competition among audio entertainment providers.

The combination of Sirius and XM will result in significant cost savings and sYl ergies
that will be passed directly to consumers in the form of lower prices and new
programming options. Perhaps the most impressive preview of these benefits c Ul be
found in the recent announcement by the companies that they will offer a total <f eight
program packages post-merger. Included among these are several options that t-'ill
enable consumers, for the first time, to pick and choose channels on an a la cart basis.
In addition, the joint company will be able to devote more resources to innovatijlg their
existing offerings, thereby accelerating the introduction of new products and se /vices into
the marketplace.

Opponents of the merger that suggest this union will result in a "monopoly" apI~ar to be
based more on their own competitive fears than on rigorous or credible competi ive
analysis. In fact, competition in the audio entertainment industry is so robust, pat the
merger is likely to force all players in the marketplace to s~ up their own offe .ngs in
response to enhanced satellite radio services. On March 24' , 2008, The Unite< States
Department of Justice Antitrust Division ruled that: "After a careful and thorou h review
of the proposed transaction, the Division concluded that the evidence does not
demonstrate that the proposed merger ofXM and Sirius is likely to substantiall lessen
competition, and that the transaction therefore is not likely to harm consumers." This is
the essence of free market competition the reason the FCC should vote to appro ile this
merger.
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Accordingly, I urge the FCC to complete its review of this transaction as quick! as
possible to allow Sirius and XM to proceed with their merger plans.

Sincerely,

~~
Phil English
Member of Congress

cc: Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell
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Dear Chairman Martin:

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554
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I write to reiterate my long-standing support for policies that promote a diversity f ownership
and a diversity ofvoices in the mass media marketplace. It is with deep apprecia 'on that the
Commission recently adopted an Order that seeks to address some ofthe barriers 0 increased
minority ownership and control ofmedia outlets, and your efforts are appreciated It my
considered opinion, however, that the Commission can do more to insure this go ofdiversity,

The state ofminority media ownership ofbroadcast outlets is, quite frankly, an e
According to a recent study conducted by FreePress, racial and ethuic minorities
33 percent of the U.S. population, yet ownjust 7.7 percent offull power comm
stations. African-Americans comprise 13 percent of the U.S. population, yet 0 just 3.3
percent of full power commercial radio stations. Even more, a mere 8 percent of power
commercial radio stations are owned by an entity that is led by a racial or ethuic minority. I

The Commission has before it the proposed merger ofXM Satellite Radio and S' .us Satellite
Radio. I have previously written to you to express my concerns regarding this m rger, which
will leave only one satellite radio provider in the United States, and my concerns emain. In fact.
ifXM and Sirius are permitted to combine, the merged entity would control mor spectrum than
the entire FM radio band. I am informed that there are a variety ofproposed con .tions that have
been presented to the Commission to help alleviate the harmful effects of the me ger, including a
proposal to lease a percentage ofthe satellite radio monopoly's spectrum to a thi party to offer
a competing subscription satellite radio service. We urge the Commission to giv due
consideration to any proposed conditions that will help bring a diversity of voice to radio. The
public interest requires as much.
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The Honorable Kevin Martin
April 15. 2008
Page Two

Thank you very much.

vr;":: ':"'"~.,. ~

.....
G. K. Butterfield
Member ofCongress

Cc;
The Honorable Michael J. Copps
The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein
The Honorable Deborah Taylor Tate
The Honorable Robert M. McDowell

I Available at http://www.Slopbigmedia.comlfileslotf the dial.pdf, pp4-S.
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DCllr Chl,;nn"n Martin:

R~resel1tntivc G, K, BUllerfield (D-NC). 3 memher Mlile Commillcc on E crgy find
Commerce, rL'Cclllly wrote you concerning the itJIporllm~'e of diversity :md minoril media
ownership. He till1.hcr expl'e~scd his hclicftl1Rt the proposed mel'gel' of XM Sotellie Rodio ond
Sirius Satellite Radio could <lnly he in the puhlie interesl ifLhe CommissiOlll.akes .. teps 10 ensure
Lhal ~ale1JiLe radio includes a diversity of voices, lie asked tllat you seriollsly consi cr proposed
conditions Ih"t could help to ulleyiate the pOlenLiu! "mi-eompetitive effect 01" Ihe n Tger 011

consumers.

I have nOltllkellll posit.ioll 011 the mel'its 01" the pl'oposed merger. either l'l'e iousty 01" in
this leller. I write t.o ask thaI you give all due ~~ollsiderdtion to lhc cOllcems ofRep Butlerlield,
as expressed to you in his leller, and lhat you work with him to address his cOllcen .' I agree
with Ihe st"tement of Rep. BUllcrlield IhaL the Comllli~si(ln is duty-boulld 10 Cllllsit el' I"ully the
effects nfthe proposed mcrger onlhe hroad public illterest.

JOHN D, DlNGELL
CHAlRMA..\J
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The HonorabJ~Kevin J. Martin
Pagel

cc: Thc Iklllorab1c Joe Barton. RU1lking Mcmber
COlluniucc on Energy and Commerce

Thc Honorable G.K. BUllerlicld. Mcmber
Cotnnliucc (,In Energy und Commerce
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model of any merged satellite radio entity. The impact that this kind of progrumming ha'
lIn .,\nh.:riGI' -" lLImi I il,.·~ i."i dL'vnstatin~.

I challenge the FCC to stand up where the Justice Department has laid down. and
dL'llllln~tratL' the backbi.H1t: to L'nl(\rl:T your rules \vhcrc the .Iuslit'c Department has Slll)\\ II

.wne. !'lcase el,> not t('rICit this opportunity to hold XM and Sirius accountable t,'r their
a\:tion~

Sincerely.

Sam Brownhaek
United States Senator
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Dear Chainnan Martin:

The Department ofJustice's recent approval ofthe proposed merger between XM and
Sirius satellite radio services puts the ultimate future of this transaction at the sole
discretion of the FCC. Last year, I, along with over seventy ofmy colleagues wrote in
opposition to the creation of a satellite radio monopoly. Central to our concern was that
this merger would create a competitive void, and thus would not be in the public interest.
Nothing has changed since that last letter. Neither applicant has met the high burden of
proofand demonstrated that the proposed merger is in the public interest.

The FCC recognized the importance ofvibrant competition when it initially licensed the
two satellite radio services. In the Order establishing the Satellite Digital Audio Radio
Services the Commission stated its goal to "create as competitive a market structure as
possible." To ensure the existence of such competition, the Commission expressly
detennined "one licensee will not be pennitted to acquire control ofthe other remaining
satellite DARS licensee."

Should the FCC abandon its policy offostering competition and determine the existence
ofa single satellite giant is in the public interest, I urge that it also impose meaningful
conditions. For example, there is no possible policy justification for allowing one entity
to hold more spectrum than the entire FM and AM bands combined. Hence, at the very
least, I encourage you to condition the merger on the relinquishment of the control over a
substantial portion of the 25 MHz ofspectrwn.
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While I reject that this merger merits FCC approval under any circumstances, without
appropriate conditions an feguards, the American consumer stands to be the ultimate
loser in this transaction


