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Dear Chainnan Martin: tLfrl C{i1
I am writing to infonn you and your fellow Commissioners of several serious concerns

that 1have with the consolidated transfer applicatir of XM Satellite Radio Holdings Inc.
("XM") and Sirius Satellite Radio Inc. ("Sirius").

The Honorable Kevin Martin, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
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The merger of Sirius and XM, as currently tructured, is not in the public interest.
Approval of the merger would reduce to a single F C licensee exclusive control over the entire
spectrum available for nationwide radio broadcasti g and related datacasting. With the only two
licenses available held by Sirius and XM, and with no more to be issued, enabling these two
licensees to merge will eliminate marketplace com etition and choke programming and content
diversity.

I am deeply concerned about the ramificati<lns of this merger, as currently structured. As
today's estimated 32 million auwmobile satellite r~ceivers grow to hundreds ofmiIlions, Sirius
and XM should not be exercising exclusive control over every single individual program channel
available. The core principle in the Communications Act is the public interest requirement of
programming diversity. The Commission must not cast a blind eye with regard to this core
principle and, thus, must affinnatively find this pnrision to be satisfied in deciding the fate of
this merger. In short, access to the satellite broadcast airwaves containing hundreds of individual
programming channels should not be placed under the control of any single company. That
would constitute a monopoly.
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While I must reiterate that I feel that the mer er of Sirius-XM does not comport with the
public interest, if the FCC does move this way, I fee that a minority-controlled entity should
have rights to the broadcast infrastructure. By allow ng n minority-controlled entity to be the
lessee, the Commission would serve the public inter st by achieving diversity of ownership in
this large medium and enhanced minority ownershi ofmedia in general-two areas that the
Commission has been asked to address by advocac groups from various cross sections of our
society.

Simply stated, the Sirius-XM merger, as presently structured, does not comply with the
Communication Act's public interest standard.

I strongly urge you and your fellow Commissioners to give due diligence and review to
my concerns as you consider the pending consolidaled transfer applications of XM and Sirius.

Sincerely, I
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AlbertR. W .-
Member of C ngress '

I



- ---_._--------------_._~-_._---------

CHICAGO OFFICE:
700-706 E. 79nt STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60619

WASHn«noN OfFICE:
2416 RAYBURN HOB

WAStttM6TON, D.C. 20515
(202) 2254372

(202) 226·0333 (FAX)

FILED/ACCEPTED

Dear Chairman Martin:

Pursuant to my May 6, 2008 letter sent to you and ouf subsequent conversation on May 7th, I
want to again reiterate my full support for the merger o~XM Satellite Radio Holdings, Inc. (XM)
and Sirius Satellite Radio, Inc. (Sirius). I

i
Moreover, as a senior member of the House Commi ee on Energy and Commerce and the
Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Int et, allow me to further express my
continued unwavering commitment to aggressive public policies that seek to promote diversity in
the media, particularly with respect to minority own rship opportunities. As such, while I
support the merger between XM and Sirius, I also b ieve that this consolidation is a unique
opportunity to further the public interest goal of re ering the public airwaves to be more
reflective ofthe diversity of the American public as a w ole.

The Honorable Kevin Martin, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St SW
Washington, DC 20554-0005

REGIONAL DEMOCRATIC WHIP

COMMITIEE ON
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SUBCOMMITTEEs;
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CO-CHAIR, CONGRESSIONAL BIOTECHNOLOGY
CAUCUS

As the FCC considers the consolidated transfer applic .ons of XM and Sirius, I believe it is in
the public interest that at least 17 percent of the total ch el capacity be designated for minority
ownership. Furthermore, I believe that at least 45 per ent of this number should be designated
for African-American ownership. Finally, I also be eve it is in the public interest for the
Commission to ensure that minority entities entering i 0 ownership of said stations possess the
financial capacity to successfully operate and maintain them.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look forward to continuing our efforts to serve
the interests of the American public. ,

Bobby L. R
Member of , ongress
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Congress of the United States
House of Representatives

Washington. DC 20515

Dear Chairman Martin:

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman
Federal CommunicatioJlS Commission
445 12"' Slnlet SW
W..hington, D.C- 20554

The Commission has before it lbe proposed merger ofSirius Satellite lUdio 1Dc. and XM SaleUite
Radio Hoklinp Inc. I have recently learned that Sirius-XM voluntarily committed to IlIIter into a 101\&­
tenn le..e ofa ponioD oftheir licensed channel ....pacity wilb a minority owned company, in order for Ibe
merger to moel the FCC'. public iDterest test. Recent pNSS repons indicate that they have committed to
lease a mere Bchannels to a minority controlled entity_ It is my undemanding that a combined Sirius·JCM
will control a vast amount of spectrum; rODghl)' 300 channels ifIbe merger is approved. The SiJius-XM
commitment represents onl)' approximately 2.5% ofthe entire spectrum. Tbis is absolUlely appalliDg and
cannot be seriously considered as credible. Tltis merger provides a real opportunity for minority
ownership and participation in the satellite SplU:e and we must do aU Ihar we can to ensure ihat we provide
a meaningful platform for success. Sufficient obannolcapllCity goes to the co", oflbi. aim.
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Numerous filings with the FCC and the proponents oflbese filings indicate Iha1 the public interost
test could be mot ifa minimum of20% oftlte spectrum is CODtrolled by a minority company wilb a
commitment to program diversity. This pe«:enlagc oCcbaoncicapacity would clearly assure tho public,
and more specif"lClIl Jy our minority population, ofviable minority media ownership and diverse
programming. Anything le.. can only be viewed as tokenism and a prescription for failure. Furtlier. I feel
it is extremely lmponant that any lease witb a minority compan)' should be negotiated, ratified and
approved by the CommissiClll prior to approval ofthe _gor. lbe curr.1\! paltry level ofminority media
ownership is disgraceful and we cannot leave this opportunity 10 chance.

As you continue your review ofthe proposed morger, I urge you 10 give due consideration to my
concerns. This merger provides the poteotiJll for a real contribution 10 the advaacemODt ofminority
inlllrests in Ihe media marke" but only ifthere is an honest and substantive commitment on the part of
Sirius·XM, I trust you will agrec.

Sincerely,

~W~
Corrine Brown
Member ofCongress

No_ of Copies rec'd 0
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The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

GOVERNMtI'l1' MAN....O(MENT, ORGANIZATlON,
AND PflOCUREMENT

Some time ago I sent you a letter along
Members of Congress in opposition to the
Sirius Satellite Radio, Inc. and XM Radio,
your consideration of this matter.

with several other
pending merger of
Inc. I appreciate

I still have reservations regarding this merger mainly because I
am hesitant to support anything that could limit competition of
any kind. I have always felt it is best to have and allow as
much competition as possible among service providers such as XM
and Sirius.

Less competition effectively raises the cost to consumers as has
been shown in the cable industry where very little competition
takes place. The practice of continuously raising cable costs to
consumers is wrong and is evidence of the need for competition.

If this merger is approved, I hope that you will
the newly formed satellite radio service
effectively expand consumer choice. I believe
carte packages to subscribers would help assure
be paying for what they actually want and use.

work to ensure
provider will
offering a la

they would only

Furthermore, I support very strongly local and independent
ownership of radio stations and radio service providers
satellite or otherwise. I hope that you will give special weight
and consideration to those wi th or having any affiliation to
ownership of this kind. I also urge you to do everything in your
power to prevent remaining locally-owned and/or independently­
operated radio stations from being further gobbled up by just a
few big giants.
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Thank you for allowing me to further address my concerns for
this merger. I hope that you will take my thoughts into
consideration if it is approved. If I can ever be of any
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

with kindest regards, I am

Yours truly,

~:o:J:~:::i'
Member of Congress

JJD: Ip
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December 21, 2007 0' /5
The Honorable Michael B. Mukasey
United States Department of Justice
Robert F. Kennedy Building
950 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

The Honorable Deborah Platt Majoras
Chairman, Federal Trade Commission
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20580

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW AAA
Washington, DC 20554 / ~r /

Dear Attorney General Mukasey, Chairman Martin and Chairman Majoras:

I write with concerns about the potential merger between Sirius Satellite Radio and XM Satellite Radio -­
the nation's only two satellite radio providers. The elimination of competition would hurt my constituents
who are consumers of satellite radio.

The FCC demonstrated sound reasoning in its initial decision to license satellite radio operations in stating,
"Our goal is to create as competitive a market structure as possible..." Indeed, the FCC specifically agreed
with outside parties -- including Sirius that there should be "more than one satellite DARS license awarded.
Licensing at least two providers will help ensure that subscription rates are competitive as well as provide
for a diversity of voices." Further to the point, the FCC stated: "Even after DARS licenses are granted, one
licensee will not be permitted to acquire control of the other remaining satellite DARS license."

The FCC decision has resulted in robust competition and expanded choice for the American consumer, all
of which would be undermined by a merger of Sirius and XM. Without the presence of a similarly situated,
direct competitor, a united SiriusfXM would be free to raise consumer prices, unchecked in the
marketplace.

The FCC has never before allowed the only two competitors in a given market to combine. Present
circumstances do not warrant the FCC's complete reversal of its conclusions in the satellite radio licensing
decision, or the consumer benefits and protections that have resulted from that decision.

Please maintain the market competition that is analogous to the competition in the satellite television arena.

Paul C. Broun, M.D.
Member of Congress
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