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Dear Chairman Martin: ' w @ 7

I am writing to inform you and your fellow Commissioners of several serious concerns
that [ have with the consolidated transfer applications of XM Satellite Radio Holdings Inc.
(“XM") and Sirius Satellite Radio Inc. (“Sirius™).

445 12th Street, S.W. | 4 / n57 )‘M

The merger of Sirius and XM, as currently structured, is not in the public interest.
Approval of the merger would reduce to a single FCC licensee exclusive control over the entire
spectrum available for nationwide radio broadcastifig and related datacasting. With the only two
licenses available held by Sirius and XM, and with|no more to be issued, enabling these two
licensees to merge will eliminate marketplace competition and choke programming and content
diversity.

[ am deeply concerned about the ramificatigns of this merger, as currently structured. As
today’s estimated 32 million automobile satellite rjceivers grow to hundreds of millions, Sirius
and XM should not be exercising exclusive control over every single individual program channel
available. The core principle in the Communications Act is the public interest requirement of
programming diversity. The Commission must not cast a blind eye with regard to this core
principle and, thus, must affirmatively find this provision to be satisfied in deciding the fate of
this merger. In short, access to the satellite broadcast airwaves containing hundreds of individual
programming channels should not be placed under the control of any single company. That
would constitute a monopoly.

Georgetown Partners, a minority-owned private investment firm, has recently proposed to
the Commission and the Department of Justice, that the approval of the proposed merger be
conditioned upon XM/Sirius being required to least their broadcast infrastructure and at least
20% of their channel capacity on a long term or permanent basis to a minority controlled entity.
Georgetown’s proposal to provide 50-100 channelg of free diverse satellite radio programming is
particularly appealing to our minority population. The Georgetown offering will provide a real

alternative to the expensive mandatory subscription fee based service that would be offered by
XM/Sirus !
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While I must reiterate that I feel that the merger of Sirius-XM does not comport with the
public interest, if the FCC does move this way, | feel that a minority-controlled entity should
have rights to the broadcast infrastructure. By allowing a minority-controlled entity to be the
lessee, the Commission would serve the public interest by achieving diversity of ownership in
this large medium and enhanced miinority ownershig of media in gcnera]-two areas that the

Commission has been asked to address by advocac groups from various cross sections of our
society.

Simply stated, the Sirius-XM merger, as presently structured, does not comply with the
Communication Act’s public interest standard.

I strongly urge you and your fellow Commissioners to give due diligence and review to
my concerns as you consider the pending consolidated transfer applications of XM and Sirtus.

Sincerely, |
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Albert R. W
Member of Congress
i

%J —rT




REGIONAL DEMOCRATIC WHIP WASHINGTON OFFICE:
2416 Raveuan HOB
COMMITTEE ON Wasumoeton, D.C. 20515
ENERGY AND COMMERCE {202) 2254372
SUBGOMMITTEES: {202) 226-0333 (FAx)
e, s, Caacasn Omnee

FILED/ACCEPTED 700706 €. 79m Srreer

TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND THE INTERNET CHICAGD, ILLINOIS 60619

CO-CHAIR, CONGRESSIONAL BIOTECHNOLOGY ~ ‘ MAY 2 0 7008 (779 30 9624 (rax)
BOBBY L. RUSH s Conmissn A O
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STRTIE o tre Socretary i L S48

15T DISTRICT, ILLINOIS (708) 385-3660 {Fax)

WEBSITE: hitp.fiwww house giv/rush

May 13, 2008 f

0757 /M
The Honorable Kevin Martin, Chairman ;
|

Federal Communications Commission \‘ l/

445 12" St SW |
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Dear Chatrman Martin: j

Pursuant to my May 6, 2008 letter sent to you and our subsequent conversation on May 7th, 1
want to again reiterate my full support for the merger of XM Satellite Radio Holdings, Inc. (XM)
and Sirius Satellite Radio, Inc. (Sirius).

Moreover, as a senior member of the House Commiftee on Energy and Commerce and the
Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Intefnet, allow me to further express my
continued unwavering commitment to aggressive public|policies that seek to promote diversity in
the media, particularly with respect to minority ownership opportunities. As such, while I
support the merger between XM and Sirius, I also befieve that this consolidation is a unique
opportunity to further the public interest goal of remgering the public airwaves to be more
reflective of the diversity of the American public as a whole.

As the FCC considers the consolidated transfer applications of XM and Sirius, I believe it is in
the public intcrest that at least 17 percent of the total ch,
ownership. Furthermore, I believe that at least 45 perdent of this number should be designated
for African-American ownership. Finally, I also believe it is in the public interest for the
Commission to ensure that minority entities entering into ownership of said stations possess the
financial capacity to successfully operate and maintain them.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look +orward to continuing our efforts to serve
the interests of the American public.

Bobby L. R
: Member of Congress
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Dear Chairman Martin:
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The Commission has before it the proposed merger of Sirus Satellite Radio Inc. and XM Satellite Q\
Radio Holdings Inc. I have recently learned that Sirius-XM voluntarily committed to enter into a long-

tenm lease of & portion of their Jicensed channel capacity with a minority owned company, in order for the

merger to meot the FCC's public interost test. Recent press reports indicate that they have commitred to

{ease & mere B channels to a minority controlled entity. It is my understanding that 2 combined Sirius-XM

will control a vast amount of spectrum; ronghly 300 channels if the merger is approved. The Sirius-XM

commitment reprasents only approximately 2.5% of the entire spectrum. This is absolutely appalling and

cannot be seriously considered as credible. This merger provides a real opportunity for minority

ownership and participation in the satellite space and we must do all that we can to ensure that we provide

a meaningful platform for success. Sufficient channs! capacity goes to the core of this aim.

Numerous filings with the FCC and the proponents of these filings indicate that the public interest
test could be mat if a minimum of 20% of the spectrum is controlled by a minority company with a
commitment to program diversity. This percentage of channel capacity would clearly assure the public,
and more specifically our minority population, of viable minority media ownership and diverse
programming. Anything less can only be viewed as tokenism and a prescription for failure. Further, I feel
it is extremely important that any leasc with a minority company shouid be negotiated, ratified and
approved by the Commission prior 1o approval of the mezger. The current paltry level of minority media
ownership is disgraceful and we cannot leave this opportunity to chance.

As you continue your review of the proposed merger, [ urge you to give due consideration to my
concerns. This merger provides the potential for a real contribution to the advancement of minority

interests in the media market, but only if there is an honest and substantive commitment on the part of
Sirtus-XM. 1 trust you will agree.

Sincerely,
C__JUL.—«_I._ %\W\

Corrinz Brown

Metnber of Congress
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The Honorable Kevin J. Martin / 7
Chairman _ _
Federal Communications Commission + f
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Dear Chairman Martin: 5;t§%ﬁf

Some time ago I sent you a letter along with several other
Members of Congress in opposition to the pending merger of
Sirius Satellite Radio, Inc. and XM Radio, Inc., I appreciate
your congideration of this matter.

I still have reservations regarding this merger mainly because I
am hesitant to support anything that could limit competition of
any kind. I have always felt it is best to have and allow as
much competition as possible among service providers guch as XM
and Sirius.

Less competition effectively raises the cost to consumers as has
been shown in the cable industry where wvery little competition
takes place. The practice of continuously raising cable costs to
consumers is wrong and is evidence of the need for competition.

If this merger is approved, I hope that you will work to ensure
the newly formed =satellite radio service provider will
effectively expand consumer choice. I believe offering a la
carte packages to subscribers would help assure they would only
be paying for what they actually want and use.

Furthermore, I support wvery strongly local and independent
ownership of radic stations and radie service providers -
satellite or otherwise. I hope that you will give special weight
and consideration to those with or having any affiliation to ™
ownership of this kind. I also urge you to do everything in your ;-

power to prevent remaining locally-owned and/or independently- _ﬁ
operated radio stations from being further gobbled up by just a ﬁﬁ
few big giants. ﬁﬁ
. , , ol
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Thank you for allowing me to further address my concerns for
this merger. T hope that you will take my thoughts into
consideration if it 1is approved. If I can ever be of any
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

With kindest regards, I am

Yours truly,

a JOBN JEﬂ:UNCAN, JR.

Member of Congress

JJID: 1p




PAUL C. BROUN, M.D. WASHINGTON OFFICE:

197H DISTRICT, GEORGIA &ET F“..E CC?Y U“'G%N P 2104 Rmt;::‘ LIS‘;JNS'ED%FI‘ZIS;ESUKDMG

COMMITTEE ON PHone; (202} 2254101

HOMELAND SECURITY QE o nmt g 5 ﬂt ﬂ]t ﬁmtgb ﬁta t';IA‘ED /ACCEPTéb(MJ 228-0776

COMMITTEE ON

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY %Duﬂt of mpttﬂmtatihzﬂ MAY 2 0 2088. sroun.vouse.cov
: . Federal Commurc Commi
Washington, BE 20515-1010 Offics 'D“f”t;‘;g‘é‘g‘csmgp;mfss'oﬂ
December 21, 2007 7747
The Honorable Michael B. Mukasey The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
United States Department of Justice Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
Robert F. Kennedy Building 445 12th Street, SW
950 Constitution Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20554

Washington, DC 20530

»

I write with concerns about the potential merger between Sirius Satellite Radio and XM Satellite Radio --

the nation's only two satellite radio providers. The elimination of competition would hurt my constituents
who are consumers of satellite radio.

The Honorable Deborah Platt Majoras

Chairman, Federal Trade Commission 5 l
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW ﬂ(bﬂ x

Washington, DC 20580

Dear Attorney General Mukasey, Chairman Martin and Chairman Majoras:

The FCC demonstrated sound reasoning in its initial decision to license satellite radio operations in stating,
"Qur goal is to create as competitive a market structure as possible..." Indeed, the FCC specifically agreed
with outside parties -- including Sirius that there should be "more than one satellite DARS license awarded.
Licensing at least two providers will help ensure that subscription rates are competitive as well as provide
for a diversity of voices." Further to the point, the FCC stated: "Even after DARS licenses are granted, one
licensee will not be permitted to acquire control of the other remaining satellite DARS license."

The FCC decision has resulted in robust competition and expanded choice for the American consumer, ali
of which would be undermined by a merger of Sirius and XM. Without the presence of a similarly situated,
direct competitor, a united Sirius/XM would be free to raise consumer prices, unchecked in the
marketplace.

The FCC has never before allowed the only two competitors in a given market to combine. Present
circumstances do not warrant the FCC's complete reversal of its conclusions in the satellite radio licensing
decision, or the consumer benefits and protections that have resulted from that decision.

Please maintain the market competition that is analogous to the competition in the satellite television arena.
Sincerely,

. :"..J No. of Copi '
SQ/Q Q @) a LiuABCl?Ees mCGL

Paul C. Broun, M.D. —

Member of Congress P.0. Biox 211661

Augusts, GA 30917 = ATHENS
TOGCOA 4246 WASHINGTOM ROAD e 3706 ATLANTA HiGHwAY
560 FALLS Roab SuITE 6 o Suire 38
Totcoa, GA 30677 Evans, GA 30809 ATHENS, GA 30606
Praive; [706) B96-1008 PHONE: (TO6) 447-3857 PHone: (T06) 5499588

Fax; [706) 836-1009 Fax: (706) 868-8756 Fax: {706) 5499590

PAINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




