
 

 

 
 
 
June 10, 2008 
 
 
Via Electronic Filing 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW, TW – A325 
Washington, DC 20554 
 

Re:  WT Docket Nos. 07-195, 04-356, 07-16 and 07-30 – Notification of Written Ex Parte 
Presentation 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

Attached please find a press release issued today by Attorney General Andrew M. Cuomo 
announcing milestone agreements with Verizon, Time Warner Cable, and Sprint to shut down major 
sources of online child pornography.  As outlined in the press release, these leading Internet Service 
Providers will eliminate access to child porn Newsgroups, a major supplier of these illegal images, and will 
also purge their servers of child porn websites. 

 
According to Mr. Cuomo’s press release, National Center for Missing & Exploited Children Chief 

Executive Officer Ernie Allen congratulated this courageous government action, stating: “[t]his is a major 
step forward in the fight against child pornography.  Attorney General Cuomo has developed a new and 
effective system that cuts online child porn off at the source, and stops it from spreading across the Internet. 
 I applaud the Attorney General for making the protection of children a priority for his office.”  Mr. Allen 
has consistently supported such efforts including the creation of a family-friendly wireless broadband 
network in the AWS-3 band (previous filing attached). 

   
           Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission rules, an electronic copy of this letter is being 
filed.  Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this submission. 

 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
                                                                
 

Uzoma Onyeije 
 
Attachments 

 
2000 North 14th Street · Suite 600 · Arlington, VA 22201 
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June 10, 2008

ATIORNEY GENERAL CUOMO ANNOUNCES UNPRECEDENTED DEAL WITH NATION'S LARGEST INTERNET SERVICE
PROVIDERS TO BLOCK MAJOR SOURCES OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

Attorney General's Undercover Investigation Reveals Thousands of Images ofChild Pornography

Landmark Agreements with Verizon, Time Warner Cable, and Sprint Eliminate Child Porn Sources and Secure Over $1.1
Million to Combat the Spread of Child Pom

NEW YORK, NY (June 10, 2008) - Attorney General Andrew M. Cuomo today announced landmark agreements with Verizon, Time
Warner Cable, and Sprint to shut down major sources of online child pornography. For the first time, three of the world's largest Internet
Service Providers ("ISPs~) have agreed to block access to child porn from two significant sources. The companies wl1l eliminate access to
child porn Newsgroups, a major supplier of these illegal images, and will also purge their servers of child porn websites.

"The pervasiveness of child pornography on the Internet is horrific and it needs to be stopped,ft said Attorney General Cuomo. "We are
attacking this problem by working with Internet Service Providers to ensure they do not play host to this immoral business. I commend the
companies that have stepped up today to embrace a new standard of responsibility, which should serve as a model for the entire industry.~

An undercover investigation by the Attorney General's office uncovered a major source of online child pornography known as
"Newsgroups,~ an online service not associated with websites. The Newsgroups act as online public bulletin boards where users can
upload and download files. Users access Newsgroups through their Internet Service Providers. As part of the agreements, Verizon, Time
Warner Cable, and Sprint will for the first time completely block access to all child porn Newsgroups.

The Attorney General's investigation reviewed millions of pictures over several months, uncovering 88 different Newsgroups that contained
a total of 11,390 sexually lewd photos featuring prepubescent children, and in some cases photos of children being raped and sexual
activity involving animals. Verizon, Time Warner Cable, and Sprint provided their subscribers with access to many of these Newsgroups.

As part of the undercover investigation, the Attorney General's office developed a new system for identifying online content that contains
child pornography. Every online picture has a unique gHash Value~ that, once identified and collected, can be used to digitally match the
same image anJ'V'lhere else it is distributed. By building a library of the Hash Values for images identified as being child pornography, the
Attorney General's investigators were able to filter through tens of thousands of online files at a time, speedily identifying which Internet
Service Providers were providing access to child pornography images.

In addition to eliminating the Newsgroups, the ISPs have also agreed to purge their servers of all child pornography websites identified by
the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children rNCMEC"). NCMEC regularly reviews and updates its registry of these illegal sites to
ensure the list reflects the current presence of such websites on the Internet.

Verizon, Time Warner Cable, and Sprint, as part of the agreements with Cuomo, will implement a new system to rapidly respond to user
complaints about child pornography. The three companies will also collectively pay $1.125 million to fund additional efforts by the Attorney
General's office and the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children to remove child pornography from the Internet.

Attorney General Cuomo said, gl applaud Verizon, Time Warner Cable, and Sprint for working with my office to address this growing
problem. These companies are leading the industry and instituting new and innovative ways to stop their service from being used by
people looking to distribute and access child pornography. J call on all Internet Service Providers to follow their example and help deter the
spread of online child porn.~

National Center for Missing & Exploited Children Chief Executive Officer Ernie Allen said, gThis is a major step forward in the fight against
child pornography. Attorney General Cuomo has developed a new and effective system that cuts online child porn off at the source, and
stops it from spreading across the Internet. I applaud the Attorney General for making the protection of children a priority for his office. ft



Verizon Deputy General Counsel Tom Dailey said, "We are committed to ensuring our users are not exposed to the horror that is child
pornography. By shutting down offending Newsgroups and contributing to funds that will combat child pornography online, we are working
to remove this content permanently. I want to thank Attorney General Cuomo for working with us to create a safer online environment for
all of our users."

Time Warner Cable Senior Vice President and Chief Ethics Officer Jeff Zimmerman said, uOnline child pornography represents one of the
worst abuses of the Internet. We stand with Attorney General Cuomo and the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children in our
commitment to helping curb the spread of this abusive content. Among the steps Time Warner Cable is taking are removing Newsgroups
from our Internet service, partnering with other leading Internet companies on NCMEC's Technology Coalition, and making a financial
commitment to NCMEC and Attorney General Cuomo's office to actively support critical child safety programs."

Sprint Senior Public Affairs Manager Matthew Sullivan said, "Attorney General Cuomo has taken a national leadership role in eradicating
the online distribution of child pornography and he reached out to Sprint to partner in this important initiative. In response, we are doing our
part to deter the accessibility of such harmful content through the Internet and we are providing monetary resources that will go toward the
identification and removal of online child pornography. We embrace this opportunity to build upon our own long-standing commitment to
online child safety."

Verizon and Time Warner Cable are two of the five largest Internet Service Providers in the world. Verizon has 8.2 million subscribers and
Time Warner Cable's Road Runner has 7.9 million. Sprint is one of the three largest wireless companies in the United Stales. The
Attorney General's investigation into Internet Service Providers allowing child pornography to be distributed online remains ongoing.

Protecting children from online predators has been a priority for Attorney General Cuomo. In May 2007, Cuomo worked with law
enforcement authorities to investigate sex offenders who had been found on MySpace, a popular social networking site. In October 2007,
Cuomo and the popular online community Facebook announced a new model to enforce safeguards aimed at protecting its network
members, especially children and adolescents, from sexual predators, obscene content, and harassment. In January 2008, Attorney
General Cuomo sponsored the nation's most comprehensive legislation to dramatically enhance protections for New Yorkers, especially
children, from sexual predators on the Internet. The comprehensive Electronic Security and Targeting of Online Predators Act (e-STOP),
was passed unanimously by the New York State Assembly and Senate, and was signed into law by Governor Paterson in May 2008. The
legislation restricts certain sex offenders' use of the Internet and updates Megan's Law for the Internet age.

This investigation is being handled by Senior Investigator Michael McCartney and First Assistant Deputy Attorney General Peri Kadanoff
with additional assistance from Assistant Attorney General Karen Gedutdig and Confidential Analyst Bradley Bartram. The investigation is
being supervised by Special Counsel to the Attorney General Elizabeth Glazer and Executive Deputy Attorney General for Criminal Justice
Robin Baker.

Attachment:

• Timeline on AG Work on Internet Safety
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August 6, 2007

The HOJlDfllblc Kevin Mmin
0Wm<00
Federal Commu:aicatiOllS Commission
44S 12" Sbftt, SW
WasbiDgtoa, IX: 2M~

RE: N-.xIr.-Level Filtered Wirdcss Bn-dband Service

Dear Cbail'llWl Manin:

The N.uonaJ Center for Missing &: Exploited Childtm
(NeMEC) is • great 8dlnilu ohhe FCC and it!! important woTk. We
workedt~ in ~Ioping1M plan that broughl the Amber Alcn
into the EIJ>ef"gelICy Alert S}'5Um (US), an dfon thMlw m-ly
~ved 336 childJen. NCMEC,Ibe Cel.Iu'- Telecomm\llliQtiom
1rlduslly AssoeiaIioo (CIlA) and tbc: FCC worted together 011 !be
WiR:ks:s Amba AIm initiative, and there are mally other examples.

NCMEC does not mdone commercial products or scrvicc~

oor has it COIIlIJIQrted OD proposa1s bcfon: the FCC in the past.
NonetbeJess, I RIJ writiag today bceaUliC OUI: JUdI proposal before Y"Ju
has piqUlld O\lf intel'e$l, IIl'Id entails new 1eehnt>1ogy thlol we believe Iw
8J1l3l implicatJons for America's familie$.

The lDtcmd is •~ irupoltllnt resoun:e for cbild:ten and
flUnilies. Yd. !ben: is a duk side. Sirloe 199&, NCMEC has handled
500,000 rqxnts from the public and from Intunet Scrvic<: Providen
regardin& child pornography, online enticement of cbi1<!fen. and other
fonns ofchild 5UUIIi exploitation. We know thM child pomoaraphy
bas become. muhi·!lilUoo Oollat industry worldwide. NeMEC's
Child Vtctim Identification P'togJaD (CVIP) is workiIlg with law
l!!IIforeemmt around !he workllo identify !he child victims and fe9CUe
them. To dale, our CVIP -wysu have .evlcwocl9 millioo ilDllp and
vidco5, resulting in the idclllifiCllri.on of~m.u 1.100 children.
Thousands more have 110I yet bcm idclltified.

New tecllnolog;es are critica.l if _ are to fight !his DeW breed
ofCIftliDe predalors. We t.vc: ""'" v.novs effoN 10 8Uaclr: !his
problem through law fail to meet caastitutional musta" in the WIIIts. II
is dear thal ifwe are so;nl to IICidl'ca this problem effectively in the
futun:. the private sector mlW le8d the _yo



Yet, the chal.lmge. are enormous. Recent NCMEC research~ by tho::
CrilDC$ Apinsl Chi1c:II-f.rl Rcscarcb Caller at !be UniY'ClSity ofNcw Hamp5hire fOWId rhat
I in 7 chil<ten who au reJUl. Internet Il!CD will be~y soliciled online, aDd ttw
34% ofcllildren _ mcounleriDi unww:rted sex..-ll;01'lteal oriline. up from 25% jllSl: fi~
)'QfS ago.

To acIdrcss thete ehaDmges, we joined with Boys.t. GUlli Clubs of Alnerice.1O
create the NetSmartz worl:sbop. We have~ tim animafM, filn, inleractive
ph>j,lbn in 3,000 Boys a. Girls Clubs aDd an no... RW"hing minions of0Iher childrm
throur;h schnol.s,. yWh~0llS,met in tile botne.

NeverdleIes:s, we~ to do more. One of the primary cllallengcs is to mobilize
and involvt: ~ts. 1M Univenity of~wHampahire raearcli foUllll that evm after
mOTe thlm a '**Ie ofmtphasi-Uoi the imp'" taa:e of~ntaI.controls, filters. blocking
so~ etc., just SS% of America'.~1S lISe sud> tools.

Thus, we wen: mcounged 10 lum that~ is a proposal bl::ftn you fn:>t:n M2Z
Networks, Inc. thlIl would eRate alll1llonwid8 broadband wireless service that will be
flhaed for indecent conteDllll thc DClwotk level. tbis type ofiUteriq is ODC of!hc bc:st
took we hBve 10 felld offooJine pmlstors, and. prt:mlt Ui8ppIopiatc comeru from
~hiIlg children. lfthis tedInoIo&Y is effi:W~, it woukl ensure that~c and
otba ind«erlt materials..auld never reach the uscr', computer. Network-level filwing
is superior to softwue-baed solutiOllll that can be easily rubvuted or disabled.

We~ io1rigued by thc pcMmtiaI, and bope you will give this proposal elRful
~ It rt:pn::st:rltl a ucw tool that could Ilignifielllllly eniMocc thc ability of
plI=1ts 10 prokct their c:hildmL ApUl, I do not write iii au erldorKr or promoler of this
company 01' my comJ*lY or product, DOl' do I write to attempt to influence your
jlldlPJ'elltll and 1bose ofyour fellow CODImissionera rqard1ng the inme.::ies ofthc FCC
process. However, I do write IS somMDC who believes !bat we Deed. new toob and
approecbes.

IU always, ifwe can be ofusisalnee to you or the FCC. please let me mow.

SilKettly.

"i..;, a,.. )

Ernie Allen
President .00C~fExecutive Officer

ce: Commissioner MichKl J. Copps
CommissiolllCJ' Jonathan S. Addslein
CIlmmissiolll!l' Deborah Taylor Tile
r ...........-.;_ Rnho.t \,( Mrnn_u


