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Washington Broadcasting Company ("Washington"), licensee of Stations WJPA

AM/FM, Washington, Pennsylvania, by its counsel, hereby submits these Reply Comments in

the above-captioncd proceeding. I In fnrthcr support of its position that the Commission should

not adopt the proposals set forth in the NPRM, and in reply to the commcnts of other parties to

the effect that the proposals should be adopted, Washington submits the following:

Various parties, purporting to suppOli the "public interest," have filed comments in this

proceeding which take the position that many broadcast stations do not currently do enough to

serve the public interest, and that therefore the Commission should adopt the proposed rules to

compel the licensees of these stations to take specific steps which, it is believed, would lead to

the result that these stations would more effectively serve the public service. For the sakc of

these Reply Comments, and for the sake of argument only, Washington will not here contest the

two premises of this argument-i.e., that some, or even many, broadcast stations should do more

to serve the public interest, and that the proposed rules, if adopted and implemented, would lead

to this result. But so what~ It does not necessarily follow that adoption and implementation of

the proposed rules would, overall, and taking all stations into account. serve the public interest.

I Washington's legal counsel (the law firm of Cohn and Marks LLP) submitted Comments in this proceeding on
behalf of Washington and others of the firm's clients.



As explained in the attached statement (approved by Michael Siegel, President of Washington

and General Manager of Stations WJPA AM/FM), adoption of the proposed rules would result in

changes which, even though they might improve public service by some stations, would also

change ffi1d diminish the fine public service which is now provided by thousands and thousands

of other stations (such as WJPA AM/FM). Hence, even if the Commission were to satisfy itself

that adoption of the proposed rules would compel stations which do not now provide adequate

service to the publ ic to provide such service, the Commission would not have grounds to adopt

thc proposed rules without (i) considering the extent to which the adoption of the proposed rules

would detract from the ability of the many stations which currently do provide good or excellent

public scrvice (such as WJPA AM/FM) to continue to provide such service, and (ii) weighing

those losses against the hypothetical gains which might or might not be forthcoming from some

stations if the proposals were approved.

In Washington's opinion, the overall public service losses at stations such as WJPA

AM/FM would exceed any gains at currently under-performing stations. There!()re, the adoption

of the proposals, viewed from an overall perspective, would disscrve the public interest and

should not be adopted.

Respectfully submitted

~~;ru:
Lawrence N. Cohn
Colm and Marks LLP
1920 N. Street, NW, Suite #600
Washington, D. C. 20036
Telephone: (202) 452-4817

Its Counsel

Date: .rune 10, 2008
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WASHINGTON BROADCASTING COMPANY
WJPA AM/FM, Washington, Pennsylvania

Washington Broadcasting Company CWBC") is the licensee of Stations WJPA(AM)
(Class 4) and WJPA-FM (Class A) in Washington, Pennsylvania. WBe's offices are locatcd in
Washington, Pennsylvania, which is approximately 30 miles from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.
Majority ownership of WBC has been in the family of Michael S. Siegel for approximately 20
ycars. He has been the stations' general manager since approximatcly 1980, and lives
approximately 10 miles from the stations (in Washington County). None of the principals of
WEC have any ownership interest in, or other official connection with, any othcr broadcast
stations.

WBC necessarily competes for listeners and advertising dollars with the stations of the
Pittsburg Metropolitan Area, many of which are owned by just a few companies, and most of
which enjoy the advantage of far grater signal strengths and much larger marketing budgets.
WEC can not hope to compete head to head against the larger Pittsburg Metro stations, with their
emphasis on the Pittsburg Metro, and makes no effort to do so. WBC has been able to survive as
the licensee of WJPA AM/FM all these years only because (i) the ownership understands very
well that it is obligated to operate Stations WJPA AM/FM as local entities, and (ii) its cffOlis
have, in point offact, been satisfactory to the local public.

Whether intended or not, the proposed rules threaten to disrupt the current situation, to
the detriment of the local public interest. It is expensive to operate the stations in a market the
size of Washington, and the additional expenses proposed by the Commission in this proceeding
(~.• ascertainmcnt committees, 24/7 staffing requirements, requirements as regards specific
amounts of ccrtain types of non-entertainment programming, etc.) could very well have the
unintended but perfectly foreseeable result of compelling WBC to make budgetary cuts in the
very areas that, based on the stations' success over the years, have enabled it to ascertain the
needs of this community and to respond to those needs by creating local programming, local
news broadcast. public affairs programs, and PSAs in a manner which the local public has found
quite satisfactory.

The local public of Washington, Pennsylvania has spoken, and has supported the Siegel
family's ownership and operation of Stations WJPA AM/FM for many years. Clearly, and
indisputably, the local public is quite pleased with the way Stations WJPA AM/FM have
operated under the current ownership. The Commission should allow WBC to continue to
provide the kind of public service operation which the public is satisfied with. The proposals set
forth in the Commission's "localism" proceeding poses a threat to the successful public service
which Stations WJPA AM/FM will offer to the public if the current regulatory system is left in
tact. Obviously, this is not the result that the Commission hopes to achieve.

Accordingly, the Commission should not implement the new rules as proposed
(specifically those relating to ascertainment committees, 24/7 staffmg requirements, and non
entertainment programming requirements) as they would be counterproductive, and would result
in WBC having to make changes in station operations which the LOCAL PUBLIC has for so
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long fClllnd so satisfactory. Rather, the Commission should leave the current regulatory system
alone.
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