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Hon. Donald W. Riegle, Jr.
chairman, government relations

June 23, 2008

The Honorable Jonathan Adelstein, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Independent Laboratories Capable of Certifying Satellite Radio Devices

Dear Commissioner Adelstein:

Per your request during our conversation on June 20, 2008, please find below an outline
of the implementation process associated with the proposal submitted by U.S. Electronics that an
independent laboratory examine and approve devices meant to access a merged Sirius satellite
radio network for compliance. Also below is information on independent laboratories that could
perform the necessary testing.

Implementation Process

For an independent lab to be able to examine a device for compliance, it only
needs the technical parameters to be specified. Under Part 68 for the telephone industry,
the myriad devices tested for interconnection come with a wide variety of technical
specifications and the labs simply adapt once they have the information about the
devices themselves. Importantly, it is the manufacturers that first design their devices to
meet the network requirements once those are published. The labs simply verify that the
manufacturers "got it right."

Here are the steps in the process.

1. The merged entity, the FCC and manufacturers would collaborate on and publish
standards for receivers to be able to receive the merged company's
transmissions that are fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory;

2. Once agreed upon and published, the manufacturers would design, develop and
produce their prototype devices to meet the established standards;

3. In the meantime, the labs also would have obtained and studied the established
standards. Thereafter, the labs would put in place the tools and expertise
necessary to examine whether a manufacturer's device meets the standards so
that it can certify the device as compliant;

4. The labs may also be required to update the information the FCC has on their
own capabilities to certify receivers. This step could be taken while the
manufactures are developing their devices;

5. The lab certification program is then put in place and manufacturers would select
the lab to which they wish to send their prototypes for certification, paying the
labs for their review and certification;

6. Once the labs have so certified and issued their reports, the manufacturer would
file to register its device with the FCC as compliant with the FCC specifications
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adopted from the merged specifications as may have been modified by public
comment.

In such a program, there is no need for the merged entity and the manufacturers
to interface. Indeed, the process is intended to prevent the merged entity from controlling
or favoring any device.

If in the unlikely event a device meets the criteria but in actual operation causes
interference or does not work, the device would be barred from use, and the responsible
company would be prohibited from marketing or selling the device. Because these are
"receivers", the only real problem possible is that they don't work. As receivers, it is
highly unlikely that they can cause any interference because they only receive, and do
not transmit, a signal.

List of Independent Labs

The laboratories listed below are from the list of Telecommunication Certification
Bodies (TCBs) recognized by the FCC to perform equipment authorizations under Scope
C - Telephone Terminal Equipment. These laboratories could perform the necessary
function of approving devices meant to access the merged Sirius satellite radio network:
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I am available to assist you in any way regarding this issue.

Very Truly Yours,

Hon. Donald W. Riegle, Jr.

cc: Rudy Brioche, Legal Advisor for Media Issues, Commissioner Adelstein


