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Ke~n J Martm. Chamnan
Federal Commumcations Comnusslon
445 12th St, S W.
WashIngton, D C 20554

Apnl 30, 2008

RECEIVED&INSPeCTED
, :

!

MAY 1 2 2008
, :

FCC-MAILROOM

RE: Complaint Aeainst Television Station franchises Channel 8, WNPT. Nashville. Tennessee

Dear COmmISSIOner MartIn'
, ,

I am a representative ofPower to the People. an AfrIcan Amencan social Justice orgimization m
Nashville, -Tennessee We are writmg to express our support for the recently adopte-d"localism rules to ­
Improve the accountabIlity of broadcasters who are supposed to use the pubhc aII"W~ves to serve the
news and mformatlonal needs of their commwuties MedIa consolIdationhas reduced localIsm and the'
diversity of vOIces 10 citIes and towns across the country Many broadcasters place servmg their own
financIal mterest over serving the public mterest. ':
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The new rules are designed to and are bnngmg greater transparency to the, ways m ~hlch broadcasters
are serving the diverse and local needs of theIr audiences. They are about holdmg the broadcasters
accountable to commuruties for the programmmg that they air, now we, need to let them work.

I j

These proposals are common sense and fundamental to broadcasters' obligation to serve their local
commumty mterests They represent extremely modest attempts to address the growmg concerns of
Amencan citizens across the country who expenence and fear the loss of local VOlces on theIr ,
aIrwaves, the disappearance 10 coverage oflocal CIVIC mformation. and the decreasing amount of
ongmal programming that speaks to diverse commumty needs !

We are also wntmg to espeCIally complam about the refusal to serve the Black comrnuruty (113 of the
populatIOn of the city) by NashVIlle. Tennessee's medIa. especially that operated by ,the WNPT,
Channel 8 '

-_.- - --Channel 8- has very little to none of any real minority/African American local originated public
affairs programming. Most African American based shows are in a iProgramming ghetto. All
they concentrate on IS network programs. syndicated or natIOnal PBS shows, and the few Afncan
Amencan talks shows that appear on tlus station are on at Inconvement hours late ai mght (The one
exception is the TaVIS SmIley show. whIch have a number ofwhite guests) They do. have a news and
pubhc affaIrs dIVISion, but we have not been able to get them to cover Issues 1D the ~ocal Black
commllruty around the treatment ofjuvemles or other Issues concenung law enforcement and Afncan
Amencans The AfrIcan Amencan communIty IS totally sIlenced on thIs station Tlus IS unacceptable.
and we intend to press them for not onI)' a show that we produce, but also for 8-10 hours per week of
local commumty/mmority programmmg generally on this station ThIs lack of local, programmmg
clearly show that they are not meetmg the needs of mmonty commumties. nor seekmg to unleash ne\\
or diverse voices But SInce they do not have such local control, they must now be torced to abide b)'
localIsm regulations of the FCC to ensure diverse VOIces and unheard polltlcal, SOCIal, and cultural
VIews ' _._nextpage_ ' ,
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ComnUSSlOner Martm. we realize that you get a great deal ofcntlcism from hberal and conservatl\tes
alike, but from our perspective, with the passage of the FCC locahsm regulations, you have done a
great thtng here Please protect these new rules and also contmue to use your regulatory powers to
allow the pubhc to hold TV broadcasters accountable to their commumtIes. We waht each ofthe major
media 10 the Nashville, Tennessee to follow these new regulations, and ~ot contmue to Ignore
mmontIes and our mterests There IS obvlOu')]y a senous need for It We cannot th~ you enough for
passing these regulatIons. .

If you Wish to reach myself or our organization for follow-up to thIs co~plamt. please call (615)
720-5468. or send email to powertonashvlllepeopJe@gmad com, m foUoWIng days. we Wish to also
meet with WNPT statton offiCIals to convey our concerns over thIs matter, and demand that they
improve Thank you. . :

Smcerely,

boi~
Vice PreSIdent, Power to the People
PO Box 60251

Nashville. TN. 37206
(615) 720-5468
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