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RE: Complaint Against Television Station franchises Channel 8, WNPT, Nash\;ille, Tennessee
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Dear Commussioner Martin® !
. ' ' : ‘

1 am a representative of Power to the People. an African American social justice orgémzatlon In

Nashwille, Tennessee We are writing to express our support for the recently adopted-localism rules to ~

improve the accountabulity of broadcasters who are supposed to use the public airwaves to serve the

news and informational needs of their commumties Media consolidation has reduced localism and the

diversity of voices 1n cities and towns across the country Many broadcasters place serving their own
financial interest over serving the public interest. . !

|
l

The new rules are designed to and are bringing greater transparency to the ways in Whlch broadcasters
are serving the diverse and local needs of their audiences. They are about holding the broadcasters
accountable to communuties for the programming that they air, now we need to let them work.

These proposals are common sense and fundamental to broadcasters® obligation to serve their local
community interests They represent extremely modest attempts to address the grovinng concerns of
American citizens across the country who experience and fear the loss of local voices on their
arwaves, the dlsappearance m coverage of local crvic information. and the decrcasmg amount of
origmal programming that speaks to diverse community needs |
We are also writing to especially complain about the refusal to serve the Black community (1/3 of the
population of the city) by Nashville. Tennessee's media, especially that operated by the WNPT,
Channel 8 |
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———- —--Channel 8- has very little to none of any real minority/African American local briginated public

affairs programming. Most African American based shows are in a programming ghetto. All
they concentrate on is network programs. syndicated or national PBS shows, and the few African
American talks shows that appear on thus station are on at inconvenient hours late at mght (The one
exception is the Tavis Smiley show. which have a number of white guests) They do have a news and
public affairs division, but we have not been able to get them to cover 1ssues in the local Black
communuty around the treatment of juveniles or other 1ssues concerning law enforcement and African
Amernicans The African American community 1s totally silenced on this station Ths 1s unacceptable.
and we intend to press them for not only a show that we produce, but also for 8-10 hours per week of
local community/minority programming generally on this station Thus lack of local programming
clearly show that they are not meeting the needs of minonty communities. nor seeking to unleash new
or diverse voices But since they do not have such local control, they must now be forced to abide by
localism regulations of the FCC to ensure diverse voices and unheard pohtical, socml and cultural
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Commissioner Martin, we realize that you get a great deal of criticism from hberal and conservatives
alike, but from our perspective, with the passage of the FCC localism regulations, you have done a
great thing here Please protect these new rules and also continue to use your regulatory powers to
allow the public to hold TV broadcasters accountabie to their communities. We want each of the majcr
media 1n the Nashville, Tennessee to follow these new regulations, and not continue to 1gnore
munorities and our interests There 1s obvnously a serious need for it We cannot thank you enough for
passing these regulations.

If you wish to reach myself or our organization for follow-up to this complaint. pleése call (615)

720-5468. or send email to powertonashvillepeople@gmail com, in following days, we wish to also
meet with WNPT station officials to convey our concerns over this matter, and demand that they
improve Thank you. !
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Sincerely, : |

|
é&){ow | |
orenzo Komboa Ervin, ; |

Vice President, Power to the People | |
PO Box 60251 : |
Nashwille. TN. 37206 |
(615) 720-5468 ! |




