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JOINT EBS COMMENTS IN SUPPORT
OF THE PROPOSED NEW CLEARWIRE TRANSACTION

The fifty-six undersigned Educational Broadband Service (EBS) licensees,
educators, and interested parties (Joint EBS Parties) support the above-captioned
applications filed by Sprint Nextel Corporation (Sprint) and Clearwire Corporation
(Clearwire) to transfer their 2.5 GHz licenses and spectrum leases to a new wireless
broadband company called New Clearwire Corporation (New Clearwire). The proposed
transaction will promote the public interest and benefit Educational Broadband Service
(EBS) licensees across the country.

The Joint EBS Parties are actively involved in developing and operating in the 2.5
GHz band, including holding licenses to operate EBS stations in various parts of the
country and have entered into agreements to lease excess capacity on our stations to
Sprint. It is our understanding that these excess capacity leases will be transferred to
New Clearwire upon approval by the Commission of the proposed New Clearwire

transaction.



We urge the FCC to expeditiously approve the New Clearwire transaction. The
transaction will combine the 2.5 GHz assets of Sprint and Clearwire and allow New
Clearwire to receive an investment of $3.2 billion from a number of the country’s leading
technology and communications companies. The combination of these assets and this
significant investment will promote the deployment of an advanced, nationwide wireless
network in the 2.5 GHz band that will benefit consumers and the EBS community alike.

As the Commission has recognized, in the past the 2.5 GHz band has been
underutilized and “the regulatory history of the band has been marked by changing and
sometimes conflicting policy goals, which have tended to suppress investment,
innovation, and responsiveness to changes in wireless technology and demand for
services.”! The Commission took an important step toward addressing these issues when
it adopted an order in 2004 to reconfigure the 2.5 GHz band and revise aspects of its rules
governing the band. In adopting this decision, the Commission sought to promote a
number of public interest objectives, including “promoting availability of broadband to
all Americans, including broadband technologies for educators . . . promotion of the
economic viability of services in this band . . . facilitating speed of transition and
deployment in the band . . . and the continued promotion of spectrum-based education
services.”

The Joint Parties believe these same objectives can be furthered by the proposed
New Clearwire transaction. The application submitted by Sprint and Clearwire describes

how the combination of their 2.5 GHz assets and the infusion of much-needed capital will

) Amendment of Parts 1, 21, 73, 74 and 101 of the Commission’s Rules to Facilitate the Provision
of Fixed and Mobile Broadband Access, Educational and Other Advanced Services, Report and Order and
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 19 FCC Rcd 14165, 9 (2004).
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allow New Clearwire to deploy a nationwide, advanced WiMAX broadband network.
This will not only benefit the American consumer by creating greater competition in the
provision of broadband services, it will also benefit the educational community in a
number of ways.

If the New Clearwire transaction is approved, the Joint Parties’ EBS stations will
become part of a state-of-the-art wireless broadband network that has nationwide reach.
This advanced network will allow us to serve our students and communities more
effectively. For example, the greater speed, mobility, and reach of the network may
allow us to expand the educational resources we can deliver to our communities. New
Clearwire’s WiMAX platform should also expand the ecosystem of wireless devices,
creating economies of scale that lower the cost of devices our organizations and students
use to connect with each other.

The Sprint and Clearwire application states that without the combination of their
2.5 GHz assets and the infusion of capital created by their proposed transaction, they will
not be able to fund the deployment of a nationwide, advanced wireless network. The
Joint EBS Parties recognize the challenges facing commercial operators in constructing
such a network. The proposed transaction will provide much-needed capital and
synergies for New Clearwire, and also strengthen the lessor-lessee partnership between
New Clearwire and EBS licensees. This partnership is important in providing the
resources necessary to develop spectrum-based educational programs. It also provides an
important source of lease payments that EBS licensees use to enhance their educational

mission.



The Joint EBS Parties accordingly support the proposed New Clearwire

transaction, and urge the Commission to act quickly in approving the above-captioned

applications. The New Clearwire transaction will benefit the EBS community by

creating an advanced, nationwide broadband network in the 2.5 GHz band and by

promoting broadband educational opportunities.

Respectfully submitted,
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Walton County School District
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} The licensees represented by the Oregon Wireless Instruction Network (WIN) are:
Lane Community College (licensee of WNC487); Linn-Benton Community College
(licensee of WNC540); Oregon State University (licensee of WNC718, WNC527);
Oregon University System (licensee of WNC471, WNC574, WNC771); Portland State
University (licensee of WNC470); Southern Oregon University (licensee of WNC759);
University of Oregon (licensee of WNC526); and Western Oregon University (licensee
of WNC717).
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