cs 97 8o

'American
Cable
Association

A—
P
S
rF______J

Independent Companies. One Voice.

One Parkway Center, Suite 212
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15220-3505
412-922-8300 Office
412-922-2110 Facsimile

FILED/ACCEPTED
Matthew M. Polka, President
Direct Dial: 412-922-8300 Ext. 14
E:;ailz r:golka@americanca)l‘:de.o[g JUN 2 n; 2[]08
Website: www.americancable.org )

- Federat Communications Commission

June 11, 2008 Office of the Sacretary
The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW.
Washington, D.C. 20554 via First Class Mail

Re: CSR-7902-Z1: American Cable Association Lefter in Support of Evolution
Broadband, LLC (“Evolution Broadband”) Petition for Waiver of 47 C.F.R. §
76.1204(a)(1) (“Petition™)

Dear Chairman Martin:

On behalf of the American Cable Association ("ACA”), | write to you and the Commission in
support of Evolution Broadband's Petition. In numerous filings in support of set-top box waiver
requests, ACA has shown the critical need for the continued availability of low-cost integrated set-top
boxes in lower-density and rural markets. Here, the Commission will serve the public interest by
granting Evolution Broadband a waiver for its low-cost, limited-functionality DMS-1002 and DMS-
1002-CA set-top boxes.

Among the reasons that ACA supports Evolution Broadband's Petition: (i) The requested
waiver will expedite the deployment of advanced digital services in the smaller and rural markets
served by ACA’s members; and (i) granting the waiver will encourage competition in the market for
competitive navigation devices. We explain below.

Evolution Broadband — a new entrant in the North American set-top box market - offers the
DMS-1002 and DMS-1002-CA at one-fourth the cost of the lowest non-integrated box available.*
The affordability of these one-way, limited-functionality set-top boxes will increase digital penetration
in the cost-sensitive smaller and rural markets served by ACA’'s members, and will facilitate ACA’s
members’ transition to all-digital networks. Moreover, the waiver will allow Evolution Broadband to
compete in a market currently dominated by the Motorola/Scientific Atlanta duopoly, which will

' Petition at 7.
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provide consumers everywhere with more choice and lower prices. In short, the pubiic interest
benefits in this case are manifest.

For the reasons above, Evolution Broadband's requested waiver will directly benefit
consumers in the smaller and rural markets served by ACA's members. The Commission should
grant the request.

Sincerely,

. P

Matthew M. Polka
President and CEO
American Cable Association

cc: Commissicner Michael J. Copps (via email: Michael. Copps@fcc.gov)
Commissicner Deborah Taylor Tate (via email: Deborah. Tate@fcc.gov)
Commissicner Jonathan S. Adelstein (via email: Jonathan.Adelstein@fcc.gov)
Commissicner Robert McDowell (via emaif: Robert. McDowell@fce.gov)
Monica Desai (via email: Monica.Desai@fcc.qgov)




