
PROCEEDINGS TO DETERMINE IF MANDATORY INCLUSION OF INTERNET RADIOS & MP3

PLAYERS IN SATELLITE RADIO RECEIVERS IS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST.

 

If the Commission decides to condition approval of the XM-Sirius merger with "the contemporaneous

initiation of an expedited notice and comment proceeding regarding the inclusion of HD receiver

capability in satellite receivers", as was recently demanded by certain groups, we don't see why there

shouldn't be a similar proceeding regarding inclusion of internet capability in satellite radios.  Surely,

the Commission agrees that having an internet radio in the car could potentially benefit the public.  It

would guarantee greater competition for the combined company and boost the fledgling internet radio

industry.  If the small cost of HD Radio chipsets is reason enough to mandate inclusion of HD

reception in satellite radios, perhaps the Commission should consider mandating or at least opening

up to public comment the notion of mandating the inclusion of cheap mp3 players/hard drives into

satellite radios as well.


