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Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C.  20554 
 
 
In the Matter of 
 
Service Rules for Advanced Wireless Services 
in the 2155-2175 MHz Band 
 
Service Rules for Advanced Wireless Services 
in the 1915-1920 MHz, 1995-2000 MHz, 
2020-2025 MHz and 2175-2180 MHz Bands 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
WT Docket No. 07-195 
 
 
 
WT Docket No. 04-356 
 
 

 
 

REPLY COMMENTS OF UTAM, INC. 
ON FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

 
 

UTAM, Inc. (“UTAM”) herewith submits its reply to comments filed in the above-

captioned proceeding, which, among other things, proposes rules for Advanced Wireless 

Services (“AWS”) in the 1915-1920/1995-2000 MHz band (the “H Block”).1  In its original 

comments in this docket, UTAM noted that it was on the verge of completing an unprecedented 

regulatory task—managing the nationwide clearing of incumbent microwave users through a 

joint industry clearinghouse.  UTAM supported the mechanism set forth by the AWS FNPRM for 

the reimbursement of UTAM by AWS licensees as appropriately balancing distributing 

relocation costs among AWS licensees with the need for certainty and finality in winding up 

UTAM’s affairs.  UTAM files these reply comments in support of comments filed by the DECT 

                                                 
1  Service Rules for Advanced Wireless Services in the 2155-2175 MHz Band, Service Rules for Advanced 
Wireless Services in the 1915-1920 MHz, 1995-2000 MHz, 2020-2025 MHz and 2175-2180 MHz Bands, WT 
Docket No. 07-195, WT Docket No. 04-356 (rel. June 20, 2008) (“AWS FNPRM”). 
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Forum,2 which document the potential for the technical rules for the H Block to undo the 

unlicensed personal communications service (“UPCS”) industry’s efforts to bring cost-effective 

and interference-free wireless products to domestic consumers.  UTAM believes, as the DECT 

Forum suggests, that appropriate limitations on the out-of-band emissions for the H Block be 

adopted and the UPCS rules be conformed to allow continued use of the band. 

As discussed in its original comments in this docket, UTAM is the FCC-designated 

frequency coordinator for the UPCS band.  UTAM was created by a coalition of UPCS device 

manufacturers, in cooperation with the FCC, as a novel regulatory experiment to facilitate a joint 

clearing of microwave users from the UPCS band and maximize deployment of UPCS devices.  

As a result of UTAM’s efforts over the past twelve years, no incumbent microwave users 

lawfully operate in the 1910-1920 MHz band, a testament to the FCC’s successful policies and 

the significant efforts of the UPCS industry.  As UTAM explained, UTAM continues to exist 

only because it has incurred certain financial liabilities from its relocation and clearing efforts 

that are offset by relocation compensation that the Commission has determined should be paid to 

UTAM by AWS licensees.  UTAM’s original comments supported the Commission’s proposal 

to allocate the reimbursement obligation pro rata by net winning bids for sold licenses—a 

proposal unopposed by any party in this docket.  For this reason, UTAM believes the proposal 

should be adopted.3 

                                                 
2  Comments from the DECT Forum on the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking specifically related to 
Revision of the Rules that may Impact the UPCS Band, WT Docket No. 07-195, WT Docket No. 04-356 (filed July 
21, 2008) (“DECT Forum Comments”). 

3  UTAM noted, however, that a statement in the proposed Section 27.5(k) may be in error.  The proposed 
Section 27.5(k) states, in pertinent part, that “new entrants will be responsible for the actual costs associated with 
future relocation activities in their licensed spectrum, but will be entitled to seek reimbursement from UTAM, Inc. 
for the proportion of those band clearing costs that benefit users of the 1910-1915 MHz and 1920-1930 MHz band.”  
AWS FNPRM, Proposed Rules at 27.5(k).  Because there are no remaining primary licensees in the 1920-1930 MHz 
band and because UTAM only benefits under the FCC’s rules from relocations of co-channel licensees at 1920-1930 
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   UTAM also files these reply comments to support the comments of the DECT Forum, 

which identified a significant threat to the continued use of UPCS devices in the 1920-1930 MHz 

band, potentially undoing the work of UTAM and the UPCS industry.  Specifically, the DECT 

Forum has analyzed the impact of the operation of H Block devices operating under the proposed 

technical rules, and determined that significant potential for interference to UPCS may result.  

Specifically, the DECT Forum notes that “[t]he combined effect of the proposed out-of-band 

emissions limit and the UPCS least-interfered-channel threshold is that UPCS devices are 

forbidden from operating,” even though “the physical reality is that UPCS devices could operate 

but would los[e] some range.”4  UTAM, obviously, concurs with the DECT Forum that “[r]ather 

than forbid UPCS devices from operating it would seem preferable to modify the rules to allow 

their operation up to the physical limitations of their operating environment.”5  The DECT 

Forum specifically proposes, and UTAM supports, modifying the out-of-band emissions from H 

Block devices and altering the least-interfered-channel rules to permit continued operation of 

UPCS devices. 

UTAM has been a vastly successful regulatory experiment for the FCC and UPCS 

manufacturers.  UTAM has completed the relocation of the microwave users in the UPCS band, 

and now is on the brink of being able to shut down and permit use of the 1920-1930 MHz band 

unconstrained by the need to pay per device fees or coordinate with UTAM.  Because the FCC’s 

proposed AWS rules allow for an orderly shutdown of UTAM’s operations while equitably  

                                                                                                                                                             
MHz, there should be no possible way that UTAM would benefit in the future from a relocation conducted by an 
AWS licensees.  Accordingly, that sentence should be struck to avoid any potential for confusion. 

4  DECT Forum Comments at 6. 

5  Id. 
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allocating costs among AWS licensees, UTAM supports the proposals.  UTAM also supports, as 

discussed above, the DECT Forum proposals to ensure the continued viability of the UPCS band. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

     UTAM, Inc. 

 

      By:  _/s/ Michael Stima_____________________ 
       Michael Stima, Managing Director 
       UTAM, Inc. 
       822 Dow Rd.  
       P.O. Box 8126 
       Bridgewater, NJ   08807 
       (908) 526-3636 
 
 
August 11, 2008 


