=T

0612

T R FILE CCPY CRIGINAL

FILED/AccEPTE)
AUG 2 1 3008 W3 IL 22 P 2y

Federal Commyn;,
Ce of the Secreta;ymlssm"

Mﬂln /QMf’fl‘mrlf ard Con(‘a’ﬂ{zf aéoa-f' ’/’44:,

Qrowing ~ Mediq- Tndostrial Complex ar The Concentrapion
oF power gathas pace. Man)/ polifiaans have allowed
9f6ﬂ+ Media Takeovers C_j:g/)/,/??{, AJC was Meryc/ with
+he Walt 0/lfnfy-C_o_-)/ and allow Cartels oF Conpo/ To
rEMefgL, and 1x s¢ thng a __Z—fovﬁ//"lj /f{(”{"”%'ml‘f’f
(A/or%y o F f(/uﬁny, btcawe oF The é{aﬂjcfouf con-
C{’I’]‘f’ﬂll’ﬁoﬂ of Mf//'q' Fower whae aim (s To CenTral-
[2€ /ow " +he fﬁmd/ 0F TAe grovp Few Med)a

/*/}Ohofo/u”ﬁc Mon(y Moyu’/!_ oF Hhsh Anance.

quy Amert cans want P nbodvece a_ B/
m  The Congm;f fhat will accomp lirkh The B /ow/—

/N4 ﬁgprov'/f/'on_r ;

@ Use Anh-Trost Law ﬁrvr{duca ﬁo/é(’/;qzj =
pominant pMedia Corporahons. Mo, gigopiesrect ()

@O 4 Bill That would study The degree oF
Holdings of each Media Feld and  who M"}/

oarAs~ - ]




-
PR
I.‘
.

e @ Mohon  Fictores @
@ Mew S @ Cab/e Syrtens

6 Magazrines @ JSatellite Sprtems

@ Rad)o @ Ke Cord/'njf

@ T.V. (//deo (Casictfes

@ foo BS @ chains i€ Movie Theatres

~

3 Alro, Thert should be Jever<  [imitr on
_Crofs— ocuwef'Jh/'ﬁ oF DI Ferent  Types/ o F Med)a.

L€ 77\4’_{5‘/_3_5_ Twhee Lept. rvling, That Masr
hdios owned both Theaters ar wellas prodcton
Facijhes | argued This _/DFQKA'CC was 1] onepolitic,
Be gan  Forcing Mpor JhAdios h_Prvest Their
Theater //Iothj;.

Sadly, by The early [9905  Ahe govt impued

rerfncions on  Studios Owning Theaters was it/

A—

TJurt laA Month [J?m-,, 1919) Twhie Leps reopenad
/nt/{fﬂ‘ja’h‘om on Movie JShAdios on Jame e
ot This Jut 1 Jpecife Media FAtld ot

oF 11. Mmr)/ Areri cans fee] Werthy of fC/’(/f)ﬁ)/,/

Steve Perez
4969 STerling Lay

C rrteria Ca | Fornia
O 03

iy m(ef(ﬁ/ ) 227
JFeve ferez



t}lm’ﬁw«u }ch‘y\ Mﬁfﬁf\ _/)':/}Y lf/ 2008
gy eI
Lad L\’O.(. O,orf‘(

B G2 .
Dem CL\;”‘/MZ/ P 2 up

I F{’f/ I‘}' 5 very !M/O/‘?J?H’I‘]{"fb .eX/an/ 7‘?7/‘/'4(’/
on The booE " Medra Mono/o/z", and Try h fyf/q/'n J A
com fu///'n; evidence oF These Fpst e merging Trends oF
The Last 25 ,)/t,’F}O’.I /IOf’l you have rcﬁdﬂ_{‘,_ﬂ_qqa//—-

Kiand boo b>/ now, On¢ cannet Jee Co/«/,w///hj e/
dence 1F one har net read his boo K. ATK Ralph Mader.
. S EFdhon becaw €
F+ Majpor Medss

There (£ a reason i s N
/Vm"')/ Concerned Hmericans are angry 4

pe iny biaxd.

T want 7o start-oFF by PuoTTINg Bormer fres—
(dent John F. Kennedy i 4 speech he made at
fo/umbf'ﬂ Un/t@ i February, 1962, 1 iSe stk The
Lree Flow s nfornthon .. 4 Mahon Fhat 1 ataid
fo ket The people judgpe The Treth and 5 Lrehood
h an 0peN Mm/m Market [r a Mafion ataid
of Y f«iof’/(,

One JAOUM’ be aware of The rany A )~
erent Types (6 Media 1h America

(5 Vs (D Mogarines @ Kadio @T V- Books
@ MePon  Fictvres @ Cab/le f///?w @/ﬁ/f /)7 e




Chinels @ K{coréf’/'nff (7> /ides 6:1_0?7%:{ @C/ﬂ/é/@

of Movie T1heateres.
‘ MC/[M fM///lzf Hou/ haw. M Ore means

Growin
T reach i audiences narmed Unifed f/ﬁf?ﬁf”_

ey are: (D Prinkd Fress B T V- Tranrmited form
Sphce @ Fortable devices Like /’€Cor¢//}7;_r+l//h/€a€ﬁ-—
,fff#c,r,

Uf /Mf //:/afeff/z/c arraiy oF MAL CoMﬁun/&qﬁbnf,
There are 1,600 aily e phpers | /006 Magazines,
9,000 adio + TV Srabons, 2,530 Book Poblishers, ]

movie JtvAios, TF each o/emfw/ &y A1 fFerentDuners

There would pe 25,000 ndyvidvs / media Wvicer,
060 OuMers. 7795/4}/ TRere

Pt There are not 20
ane ﬂbm//’—_/l'_ Media  Grlantism Corp. 04N moS T 6 F

revenve outprt (10-60%) of daily ewd AP and r107+
ofF Jales and avdience 1h quqz/)ycf, Brmc/cri/?{'nj,/
EOO#f ﬂf’l/( MD(//&I. ‘/’AU’ WAS COﬂ/ad/(d 719__1:9_ éﬂfk—

i 993 and 0 i /973
T+ war in 196 - /918 period | That™ LS 1R
M&ffllﬂl/ effecf'f// news PApersS | Ca me onder MAX MU
contro| of  Nahonal andl Mo D mahonal Corfo,
AT Fnd of WwIL |, 70% of~ Oaily ne prape
h ), S were ln/f&/fnﬂ’(f\?”oun(ﬂ’ /éy/- 5)/ /972,
P9 ouned by e media Gianhm
7%4’/‘6 are [0 ﬂ’g_/zman% M-m’/q (o. 7%47"/14%

lhe oR more of é/az//y N prper busihess




C7 )./&WJ 1470 %)L.}.— /;\ M‘ﬂjal/-nu(ﬂm{ &/d/”('//ﬂ/-ﬁf//—-foqo@
/

H{Mff_)(’? )({/irf 449 }0), ‘?/ /n 71/ (-7 )/f"fT/ /ba Qf_é_ﬁ\ Lpo £
pUJD /L‘/;’/‘”j (/4/4#10%‘7‘, /ﬁ/(ow% Brice jb:/anowcéjﬁme
Warmet; Berfels mann, .G, Readerl Digest, ard New howe).
| Sone /Mfd’/d G lantiSm Cor/, //0/1/'/147‘4 Jh PIDrE
’f//vm / Méﬂ/l'(/l‘?' Z{'/ /\/{w Aoute 7"7750»1//511 areé ﬁ/Dﬂ/;?dq‘/‘
in Mews papers , Magazimes, 600 £ fara mount (om A -/wﬁ/
940 GulF + Weff’ém)j/h oo B5 v mehon Frckres; Time
Larner Ih Maga Jned , bov kS, movies 7 ,@ﬂe/—f Muordochy

Mews Corp /n /‘/{W//ﬂﬂm’,M{tjcﬁM{f/ MOV Jes, sate/li7e .
Z{—}’j A’D’(’UJ’J ﬁ/}o'/'/fc/ Train 0F TZ!OVULA"/‘.

The Emerging Media Glantt arc /ncrea/In3y
b(/ym; (/? C\/Z///fu///e Copy /‘/:7/1{7' o~ enrlier Th—
Formafon amf fop(//rb/ coJAre .

Media (ol 5/0/‘/4; more 1han ,e)(/qn&//'ﬂ;,
Therr  inffrv menTs /(/m'ﬁ(f/_f/ﬁ"”j) That 1ov€ Ntwd,
/r\ﬁ)./ and enterfaine ment. | |

ﬂ/y and Their ﬂéjla//%r/'ef art ﬂ/foréqﬂ?//ﬁgf
vp World copyrightT Like Archieves oF Mewd, Mg~
arines, books, T-V., film Libracies jard ruvsica/ com- |
Pﬂf/ﬁ‘ol/lf b Fart Werk 14 all Thesre FelAs

/-6-/ ﬁ'F‘I"*EW -/0"!>£ Lorp - éovyh% CpBS /‘{’(M’df,f%
4/fo ,00/5/»4/(&{ A CONpany j'/m—/' had ,eyc/uf/"yc n"jhﬁ' s
fo 35,000 JONES.




Ropect Mordochs _Mews= Gorg Jays +hat now 15 @
/""‘l pasic worldwide f%’ﬁ?‘*‘fﬁy 6 crimina/ Acovs—
(thon and Takeovers,

- CMN_ owner Jed Torner r(rmf/)/ (7r1),/998)
criticiod MUf’ﬂ/OC/”j at /91 Pro [aschba lf bwners AreeF—
g af "Wing Hitler Like Tachcd n growing Acp-
(Sthon oF other (ompanys.

Conr ad B/ﬂrdi_((‘ﬁ_gf_{_/af M<A)4 7}/@04) als
MVVdooAf /Vc’a/f~&>/p /oMﬂi/hf ”ﬁy W A ﬁc/jc af_{/
ﬂoﬁnﬁqf/y _ﬁ{d#’ljé/’o(/f concenta o of Medig Fower”

To 6f0&//‘/13 Media Corp. "Marjet 15 The tortd

and 771£>/ aim for Masket Jhare anrd gfé_é/‘/.ff- I
Mews | in 0., and any ofher /oyu/ﬂr cu/ A/ re ﬂ(y(dtq
ﬂcaju;'rf, . ot oncc 1 oor q Few Aorinate Therr
Feld wether Defergentt or Mews  fhey have wide
Lathtvde mn f€/ﬁny /f/'fef, and ﬁ"m//)/ q/f?//h;j?(ﬁ
pfoﬂ’um" withoot Fesr oF Comfzﬁ'ﬁ'0ﬂ~

Th mindset 15 o A Ferent From Freras
|8 billjonaire TYCOO“/Q:QM p. Kockeleller™ Who S
" @ffﬁﬁoﬂ poa Jin' e e Jame 641'///»1;/

¢ fFecTs | -
Un Fo/f‘/ﬂ‘iﬁ/}/, were  J€) N Tix /’ﬂf/ﬂ’ lre 0F

nw ndernahonal Media Grp TRat restm 4e Taches,
and seale of Tohn D Reckefelfer T 0k Globn/
Sealktr TF ue /&m/‘f’ Thiy Tred To (onTinve




[Tvs ﬁﬁcd ﬂ/«ﬂf). 7
media  Fd  his become
’//’{c G rants. ﬂfmnc 40!4 ij o /%?/M T Dh/)/ﬁ
LetV  Discoss fns ther Trdm 6F Thovght. Mortsf
ﬂfk Jamt  Giant Medi Corp- am b Maximom
Jynerqgu/m . Thu 15 A popular word 1n Corposrae
world
IV\ MASS M{é{/h, /'}‘ y/«z/cn%ef éaw 1 Mc%//'ﬂm
(TVJ can be WA P /fomo%e 1Ac samt fﬂ/eﬁ‘/pfo%f//‘
celebrity,sr fa//%t/fam in Hrother rmediom /quz/)x/)/
bo’/’/l Obuncf by Jarme Corpgﬂrﬁ'oh , 77;/;r (ﬂéou/dbcmaf-
Flict of inTeresss 5)/ _/_’\7}7’//06/4'/’?'} Joard s £ Lyrech -

Jynecay . Calls For Materia/ For L Find of
A FirnY owned Meda ,f(/dl A/ mqjqz/nef,ﬁ be
revicd  in Hitered Frm m Hr ofher owncd e
Lite books and TV SEr1€5
B)/ poﬂe/f/'n;/ bth 17 reda Ffa/acf,é/,é’e
Mo hon ,0/‘67[1//»6, and  rcmi ] ou’/'/{% Thru which
¥ reaches public ((ciam sF movit Hheatrer) whatever

o prodtes s o Cuptie Adicce!
we'll ve Kopert Yoy doch’s Mend = Corp as an

oyample oF  Jynergu

Tn  THIS c/)////'n} rcenaro, o reduce ranse
oF 0/:/30“/77 m\d //M'f/e’ndéa% yargc 0~ ﬁoujh-/« Lt
Ll ama of (rant McAia? A(?V/'f,ﬁ‘o,,f or Tgkeover s,

i



i‘,\ ﬁf/_l" fimde/—/' f('f”](c//'o a Mi’jqz/'ﬂc(ﬁafda@
C

Now 124 Lpcgest ma agarirt peblisher in U-S. (77%‘74//?‘4’-)
ouned by Tl  Company (Mews—Corp) selects or com-
MISSIONS an  Arhcle Fhat s ruitable Fr Later
Trans Formahon 1n70 TV, series (Murdsch now ontals
fx broadcarh ny netwsr k) | Then i becormes a fcrx%//f/
br a MOVI€ SHudro puntd .éy Tic Coﬂfdﬂ/(/"/w’—-
Aoch owns Q0% Cenﬁfly fox Jﬁdﬁv), Wit The movie
round Track sung by 4 yocalist made /0/"/’”"

b‘/ FC@'/W( /‘}fﬁo/ef n 50/'4/4'9/ paned Mﬁjéﬂ/hff and
by ConFant /9/d)//l/l? of The rovnd Track é/ (o.
ownid  radio SHabons, atter Alch 1AL Songs oe =
com<€ /Dfd//?/ oNn g /"{(0/’&( Lqéc/ pwn{dy éy ‘7%6
Janmce COA/JM)’ and s O +s 1~ WA rervnt 07 Comp-
any  cable syrtems (plordoch b _Largert SaTe e sp
Tem m EU/"W); and fentals oF HY Video caette alf
rer ’f?—t Worid (//lom{oc/( //b"}'o‘\/”ff o~ CLS /@‘é)(
Ui deo jand World” Lacgert D i butor of VA<

chassettes),

@M’f’ M vrdoch” gmt//#%bnﬁ/ Held 14 €xX—
p/mé///&y and anyone within THaT range Can b<
Cd/%(/rd’/ by by media carte/ of /D/ﬂf contrv land
fon Areieant  re lze fon 4o e st o . MaAsa

Power art Conhnving Covctralind Mdia Lrwer 14
handr +F Few -




Mordochd Mo Corg: and stther growing peds (a@
can gﬂm% Na me /c(ojm%bﬂ and Celebrity SRS H fZ;
arhsr writers, Singers jachrs | po Lhcrans, whore work
ﬁ\ey appromt 5 and hart onder contract or A
fo lihcians and polhcs ﬂzy Faver v Nfew Ubrld
Order, B

Murdoch  har not hefated o we hir 11ed)a
€Mﬂ/f~( 7)) JU’f/D/’)" ,00//76'0:21/!/ he Lipes:

Recently  Brrhth prim< puniter Tony BlasrsoT
—e/{c—f'{// M e Ava jud&{em}/ he cane ot 6F nowhere
and  riceivid Faverable mcdi S reatmen] becaui he
Com Porms P Olobal EliTe poliher Fgenda [ Meew
(/\/OKM( Ol’f(f’f’j OF Ku‘f%"/’f’ I"/l(/rﬁ{oc/\ and 71{ 0747{[/.)”,

L/C’)LU /f(fwff anc tAer Tram ifF —mo‘f_ﬁ/'f_'

The greate 11e dominance ofF a Few Media Prms
’ﬂ( MOre L/f/\ ! Fb/ﬂf?iy (N{’zm/ fVery/’/x/;*? .///"1///71() //—;

W}\n-/’ cach oF ﬁ;fm p/oduce/.
77\& _—Lf ,b(_,i/o‘r TK, M%&/O/ﬁ//?_ﬂ(,_éﬂ-f/ /(/ﬂC/

__C_A_/M) m (J. S arc {X&(M//{, 6 Corp. That //o/we
»CH'MOF”/I'MW I/f;l/'/ﬂrf Aeu/, Ln_féf/ 4nﬁ¢z‘é_:/;}wvén+.
There 1) added Loy 1 A sty Br Tl
Mcdia Ade/ire  Fir Jynegizn .
M& @<

T putte 2 Farov/ Celebr)Fer
prosf  OF ﬁf‘f Trigim 6F ﬂouﬁ%—ﬁ Fa 1172,
2 2 /’/jﬁ /}/ PO/U/W 7V peron 4/75"4)’,




WQHZV CI/OV}/L/’?ZLE ard FA Afne/(éoy é””"%/éad @
had Therr pregrans (an ce/led aftfer cach pad made
Libera [ public specchel That crricied an Arpect oF
(/. F;szC/?’V\ /DKIEY [ﬂ/ Nen, Wo//ﬂ{ OK/!/j.

Cronkite raid,” He Aid not Thin ke TAe rearon
IV Lh b;/ e Metworks wAS accorate !

i 50»{’/\ cares the Network Canceled +he SHows
allegedly B low ratings, but- i+ did ret canced other

S with Low mﬁn?,;-
W gfotu{hj Media Corp Grants. can, £ ﬂ?y

wish | vse This Collechve J'o/n% Contro/ oF TAtir news—

P&l/{ff/ 5/06{4/6/}/'7" /712rﬁbl4f/ Mqu 2[/7&;/500/&} v, (//'ﬁr/ %D
p/b;no%c Thei- own  Corp valver 7 Exclsion s F s7hers

(C@[{/%ﬁ  EA Arner o)

We can't di cor €very Grant Media (’07_507‘

Lets dscs or review fopect Muydoch? /V{M[?);
W H has the Gregrest gtographical reach....

Vu,ﬂz/’—f’ M_o_/fﬁ/_o_(ﬁ ownrlsS /7{2//0/9/#]//!7{;742/}“// andg’
TV networ ks That are eshmated +o have o?/aw‘m-—

174/ qudience 0F % b /fion ﬂf%/ff. ’

CZEW’//M_A) owns -

@\ COW/{D/I, More M-&/{ﬁﬁﬂf Cirev/afon amww/ {({9__,«/4? |
2/3 in fudaha, o i s 2ealand, s i Erfﬁzw—/h Jor! Fre)

@ He oans 7% of feuters Mewr Service, Fnancia / |
/n""‘gff ECOV"O’%U—/} M/L/’n} r A”)jl//r/’! boo £S5 i




@ }i‘—‘{ Lr‘hﬂjd-'f' M@jqzl},e ﬂf.é//../'/{cfﬁ‘_[/ﬂyl',(c) /h V,_Y,@
D has Larget Jatelite TV Spten 1o £orpe (Wextoilf
buy wh US) .
® Contro|r hx éfD/C"’fﬁV?j/ Metinrk  and 208 Contiry
fox  Movie SHA s
@ fart owner of CBS fox Ujdes.
) Worlds Lergert Ditribubr sf Cagettes.
@ /14'%{6 a bid fPr /9’?7"’:( of The |+ Berluscon) £p —
pire In I%zé/.
@ Fn /995 bhought LA Dodgers For 431 Ay Njon
/}’/fo //\__/ﬂﬁ hat mAade 4 b/ 74; ﬁa)/ Eo/dﬁe/f/wo}—/-
Pfoﬁﬁté/& Joccer Franchire Teaw | Mgngﬁzf'fcr/‘ e
§ 2 ﬁi'///og. .
The deter/sratyon _/_;1 6)0«'//'& ,affer Takeovers
b}’ Murdocé _/_%\ /(/Mped/ﬁwj}yg/ 7_'7_1/7 m__lé//g_,z/
movies ;. descending | A] most without exceghon 7o evr
More ﬂ/D/’I‘B//‘/’I?, vio lence and rex N Legendary.
__:EE f/"l‘i// M—(ﬂ’lﬁ Frrms Jon/d grov Lﬂfjx,
- £rugh fo pe  Threat (Kememter John 0. Kockefellers’
‘ Canows Quite,” (ompedhon v a__f_/_‘g:’) i s ALy and '
‘ ComMmon /Qtﬁi)'(«’; oF Mediz Gian®s Fo e Theirecen—
omiC  pontr fo buy-up Jhe new VBICES OF cnder—a?~
ﬂém 660’10”"'5‘[///Tﬂ"l.f I Woub//'rz;y !pf{(l/ff’)f' arm/

wrrtty of  S< rvh 'n)/,/




/}’/I’IOH’ f(/uf/)/ O/]dn‘/’ ﬁ/’m Lafjﬁ' 7/~° (ﬂM/€ @

ad ded 726/1/)[5706 o Market fo’i‘ﬁ’b//ég(,f///& m)/fg__
aljize That po ey L /0'/'47‘4/ /fafegﬁd’.

@gﬂ( u//f’/’/-ﬂ Murdocﬁf" /l//tu/ (()/f-/”dﬂj& Car
pe Turned mh a Ftrctored Vehiele T Meas Corp.
ﬂxy Then can Twirt reality int whaTever Form
77\4)/ chwe  pecauk The rodern Media owneas //f)arc

@4#;&/}/12 Fhee as 4 joint entity grovp inAesd +F a
MAaS OIC mﬂ/ /.(/.rtdud/f (/{ MEyBEr~ 24 /060 m// w/m/ /7(//'4
ounecr), and wg see emerge  Like chifling predaes

Thete  rew  Frier € Forer,

Wealth and _FPower ar< MOFt €AS] ly aefonded
when They are polsetsed Jointly and hew owners
ard f%{///h?f (Health) P creating Thly Shrvetvre 6F
Contra lied _power i Frwer and  Fewer Pardls

777:// ﬁU Cy Hern w re/mfm/ with %g/(c
with other lage Mdia Corp, as clonesr ofF Their
D a;‘ﬁylvdef 0F Corpsrait LalveS /A@o/:e-sz!J/ NEC
ﬁﬁc,aw{ CVN as pl® /{/OC/II’I} XA Of&f/ha/)/ f//é/'/#rﬂfWJ;
/ha’%nl and fn%Z/ﬁ)M{Mm-/'),ﬁlJ /S df/d/f'{)/ Jffcruﬁh/, l

Finaly , T want h conclvde by say;ng
W MU make That ﬁ/? Menti [ Leap n vnder—

Sarding 1his ComNaving chilling <fFcts Scenars 0
ﬂ]ml' re I A 10 Formed  Hmersicans oF Gesrze L/l




Treth Ful boo K enﬁ/’/ec/,_/_ﬁ(u/ﬂ/fm " /Wﬁ)/ on 5,"5, D,
Brother ,in tro dev m o Pf"‘/“[)’ and _one. Medja Grant Strte
m Society.(We mw have Word fank, Wocld Trade Organszapion)
This Trend is @ukkm/h? Fthat Started in 1945 and
has gathed pace and  has potentzal Fr C/é;%:,; B —
shrm  For Global Mampolahon on whateve jsive

ﬂuy (f)oof{.

loead These George Orwell werds on Muspeal and
’M( }angquc 6F ﬂc Foﬁ)fe b{CéZ(}j{ -/’éof{ &/Aﬁ [0/7790/77@
present can w1t write the part ar IF H never hagpenet
or Alfer The /Mﬁ" ﬁ/fﬁ'/)/. Lyﬁ)/ i H Fhoe Grant Media
COM,&W’)// are qbo//rnj vp Worldwide Cop'y/g/}f 6F FEarller
1 TnFsrmation and /o/u/a/ co Hyre . Read orwelly heles

and  Tht  new Lﬂ/ljvqﬂ, o MumspeaKk .

L all bBrow the Taférnet whs born in 1983 and
Now b Yeas oid Sot what T 'm Concernd aboo T

i 1he dﬁ/’//)y h Addrer f/__@@_r frobfems Life Ozoe
[ayer, Nuclear Weapons +fforage, grow ing VioJence 4/t
Worldy rich and poor Later (ontansnition and 52,1/,
bleads warming, e = C4r peliing, VALY, Whild drezs,
Lu{@/onf pro //ﬁérq‘f?bm, and  see on 72V more Cons i Pfert—
alfernatine informafion and ot +he paimfFeam M
Consitent " manased _nens, That™ 15, They felf wf what-hey
wart and ke newr hear e wholc /7%,7 he caute




H;(U b{/mg Censored ol blacksct. Thir 1r cr/ryna/ 2
and - onacepfadle Vet we Seem p alfon Murdochl enpre
ﬂ/’OW n /7/1 criminal #Clqw’f/"/?'o”f anqg  Bolly Taleovers

&) Ted_Torner deeribed &/ v my " it _Lite Tactes!

quy /}Mg&/ ar € W_Qﬁ_mﬂ/ I The SGMe /X
7(/4/&//'/1? Fho Men booie Too. IS Oyt of Twpie Af/)y,
wed P g vard he  inderertr §F fgw (nTecnthonal Elife
15 1hey fﬂ?%ﬁ’/ Slram o It ence corrent— events -

Bnericans want #ore Jer1bus SCrufiny  oF This Jhcre -
qa5ed degrec  of concentratyon i Media Beld, & ynae

dﬂﬁ( dﬂﬂg//ow pre cedent,
we Mot mt Lt 1hem pver whelm w and

Qenen bor fresident Tohn £ Kensalys 0001, "2
ng"fdk Free Flow ofF information _In an_epeh

media  Market, and Lt e the Froplc Judge hore
Trotty and Falfehoods in 4 democracy.,

J, //}(e/e’/)( /doa}

(feve ;%rej/ Fove Forer
Y76 & f-/’fr/m;, My

Car pmteria, Californla
230/3




) ear f/.r

T would reccommend /cr‘r&{;n The FD//M/m;/ Roo s
on Medin Monopolies Issves ‘ﬁ/wz% Defar| /1Py S/nce
198 ofF Matf‘g{/f ard /‘FC?WM{')O’E /’) Med)a Indc/ffr/

@ The Media MOVZOPO//X_/ 1997, [eacon FPress | by Ben -
Bagd i jan . (570} 818- 2226

a Rich Medya. Four Oemocm{y , (117, Uﬂ/‘(ffff/f)/ 7 /'/ééo/.';
by Robert W Me chesney.

3> The Enfertain ment ECWOMJ_/ (999, Time Oooks - Random
frovse, by Michac] T. WolF.

Thee books art  excelfent soorce 04 /76/7")!’)/
OF M{’/M /Mcfjﬁff/ g,o(c/‘q//y dur/*n;, 77( /q?p_jf’

Steve “rez S Qmé///d 7

Y63 Ster/in W/ STeve f%“%
Carfin 729 , 73013




re.rf

When mergers become dai}ggr to demecraay

BLACKOUT: Battle between Time
Warner and ABC-Disney is a bad
omen for the future

[4 en elephants fight,” goes the African
proverb, “it is the grass thst suffers.”
When the cable operator Time Warner
blacked out the programs provided by filmmaker
and broadcaster ABC-Disney, millions of viewers
were denied what they had come to expect on their
screens.

Loss of the entertainment was merely an
annoyance, but the shutdown of any major news
outlet is a kick in the head to'the public interest.
Tirne should no more have the power to force ABC
News off the screen than ABC should have the
power o block delivery of Time magazine.

Newspaper wars are nothing new; the egos of
James Gordon Bennett and William Randolph
Hearst in past centuries are legendary. But now the
news has become 2 casualty of warring
entertainment and information empires, and the
conflict has escalated from one locality to the globe.

For a decade, ambitious titans assured us that
media mergers were the wave of the future. We
were told that only by concentrating
communications in multinational behemoths could
1.5, companies compete with monopolies in Europe
and Asia. Size guaranteed efficiency and the
consumer could look forward to lower cost and
better service.

Baloney. Mere size is no synergy. With all-
consuming conglomeration comes huge investment

5,6, 2000

risk and as we saw this week,
unbridied arrogance. To those
lusting after world
communications domination, the
game is not to win customers
but to destroy competitors,
leaving the losers to think about
the ravages of giantism: cogito;
ergo Zero sum.

We are too quick to take for
granted federal approval this fall
Safire of the amalgamation of Time
* Warner with America Online.

. That would carry into the future
the mistake we make today of marrying the creation
of content to the transmission of signal.

Wednesday, a nail-nibbling Federal
Communications Commission solemnly declared
that it would rap knuckles at Time Warner because
present rules say that “no deletion of a local
commercial television station shall occur during a
sweeps period,” when ratings are used to set
advertising rates. Thanks a bunch, FCC; that ruling
means that such “deletion” is OK at all other times.
On the same day, the same FCC approved the
purchase of broadcaster CBS by Viacom. Industry
insiders expect the same finanicial exploitation of a
device called “retransmission consent” being used
by ABC-Disney. That would provoke the same
superdog-eat-superdog response against “CBS
News With Dan Rather” by cable powers that shut
out “"ABC News With Peter Jennings” to millions of
people for a day and a half.

What's to stop this trampling of the grasses of
the masses by the elephantine corporate

combatants? :

Not Congress; ignoring Sen. John McCain's  ** '1
warnings, it has been rolling over regularly, giving
the broadcasting and cable lobbies all they demand *
(except when they disagree) lest local stations
support opponents of elected officials.

Not the regulatory agencies. In approving .
rmergers beyond the comemunications world, the - .
Federal Trade Commisston seems to have bought -
the bill of goods being sold by gurus of globa]uanon
that enormity will be the norm.

Conservatives do not suggest that govemment
regulation of more monopolies and sem:—monopohes
is the answer; bureaucrats in Washington have a
poor record of running large enterprises.

Advocates of megamergers have been saying that
only giants can compete with giants. But to let the |
behemoths fight it out until one becomes a _.‘ ‘)
manopoly is just another road to regulation. o

The answer is vigorous antitrust prevention and -
enforcement. Do trustbusters at Justice have their *
hands too full with Microsoft to look hard at the « ™
plans of AT&T and MedizOne or MCI-Worldcom- ~
Sprint? Then the times require that we hire more -
trustbusters. g

We should say no to more megamergers before .
they take place -~ and before having to begin [ -
painful corporate divorce proceedmgs e,

This week's blackout is no jousting between _-!
Time Warner's Porky Pig and Disney's Mickey . ’
Mouse for the entertainment dollar. Concentration..
of power over what we see in the news — and even
if we see a competitor's news — is a danger to
democracy.

— Willigm Safire writes for The New York Times.

7-780

Rich media, poor democracy

We Americans must be aware
ofthe media merger trends of the
tast 35 years since 1965.

President John Kennedy said
in 1962, “We seek the free flow of
information . .. a nation that is
afraid tolet the people judge the
truth in an open media market is
a nation afraid of its people.”

At the end of Word War I, 80
percent of daily newspapers
were independent By 1990, 80
percent were owned by Media-
Industrial Complex Corp.

This concentration of power
gathers pace as media cartels of
confrol expand their lust for
cross-ownership in many differ-
ent types of media arenas like:
news, magazines, radio, TV,
books, motien pictures, cable
systems, satellite channels, re-
cordings, video cassettes, and
chains of movie theaters.

Today, just 12 giant media
corporations own most of the
revenue output (¥ pareent) in

media fields, whereas back in
1963 it was 50.

These same media giants —
Murdoch’s News-Corp., Time-
Warner, Disney, Viacom — are
increasingty buying up world-
wide copyrights of earlier infor-
mation and popular culture.

We must never forget author
George Orwell's warnings in his
book, “1984,” on language of the
future newspeak, because those
who control the present can re-
write the past as if it never hap-
pened, or alter the past.

These are the new priests of
power as their collective organ-
ism is evolving and these new
owners are a joint group instead
of a mass of individuals.

Winston Churchill told a Har-
vard audience in 1943, “that to
conirol what men think offered
better prizes than taking away
other people’s lands.”

-V Steve Perez
5 gf’t.NyM Carpinteria
L4
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Too F ew Control Too Much Informa1

our politicians.

the greater the power of these

Merger mania puts a few  organizations, the greater their
moguls in a position of
deciding what we know
about our culture and

predispesition to abuse.

Ask yourself this; Is it a
good idea for Rupert Murdoch
to control the Fox Network, 15
TV stations, Fox News, Fox

By NORMAN HOROWITZ

Sports, Fox Family Channel,
20th Century Fox, Fox Anima-

he expansion of News Corp. and

Fox, the mergers of Disney and

ABC and of Time Warner and

Turner Broadeasting and the pendmg

merger of CBS with Viacom are not inthe

best interests of the citizens of the United
States.

If it is not allowed for an entity to own

a newspaper and a radio station in the

.same market, why should these giant me-
-dia companies be allowed to speak with as

many voices as they do in so many situa-

‘tions in the United States?

It doesn't make sense. And the fact is,

tion, Fox Searchlight, the New
York Post, the Times of Lon-
don, HarperCollins, the Weekly Stand-
ard, Mushroom Records and much mere?

Is it a good idea for Time Warner
Chairman Gerald Levin to control the
WB Network, HBO, TNT, TBS, CNN,
CNNin, CNNsi, Cinemax, Warner Bros,,
New Line Cinema, Hanna-Barbera, Castle
Rock, Time, People, Sports Ilustrated,
Fortune, 28 other magazines, Warner
Books, Little Brown, Warner Bros. Re-
cords, Atlantic, Elektra, Sire, Rhino,
Time Warner Cable and much more?

Is it a good idea for Disney's Michael

MONDAY, JANUARY 3, 2000

Kisner to control ABC-TV and ABC Ra-
dio, 1¢ TV and 30 radio stations, ESPN,
Disney Channel, ALE, E!, Lifetime, Mira-
max, Walt Disney Pictures, Touchstone
Pictures, Hollywood Pictures, Hyperion
Press, ESPN Magazine, Walt Disney Re-
cords, Lyric Street Records, the Go Net-
work of Internet sites and much more?

Is it a good idea for CBS Sumner
Redstone to control Infimty Broadcasting
(163 stations), 34 TV stations, UPN, MTV,
TNN, Nickelodeon, Showtime, Para-
mount Pictures, Paramount TV, Spelling
Television, Simon & Schuster, Block-
buster videos, SportsLine and much
more?

Prior to the mergers and consolida-
tions, there were significant numbers of

theatrical and television production and

distribution companies financed in a vari-
ety of ways. They are virtually all gone
today.

The stand-alone companies of signifi-

cance are Seagram/Umvetsal MGM,

o

[ion for the Rest.“ of; Us '

Sony/Columbia Pictures, Pearson (a Brit-
ish-based media company) and Carsey-
Warner. Even the powerful Motion Pic-
ture Assn, of America has gone silent in
its eriticism of network power in the me-
dia; its most powerful members now con-
trol network outlets. Another voice si-
lenced.

Sure, a few people—primarily, CBS'
Bill Psley, NBC's David Sarnoff and
ABC's Leonard Goldenson~~controlled a
lot during the 20th century. If they sup-
ported the Korean War, this was re-
flected in their broadcasts. If they op-
posed the war in Vietnam, their coverage
reflected that opposition. And their com-
edy and drama programs, which survive

. today in reruns, still provide people out-

side the United States with a picture of
what our society is,

Yet the media moguls of the mid-20th

century have been supplanted by the me-

dia tyrants of the 21st century, who con-
trol the vast majority of what we see in all

forms of television, what we learn aboﬂt

our world, what news we hear, what docu- '

mentaries are made and, most important,
have power over our electoral process by
exposing or not exposing candidates to
the electorate in a manner never envi-
sioned by the Federal Communications
Commisgion, the Justice Department or
any of the agencies that ostensibly at-
tempt to regulate information thonopo-
lies.

Forget campaign finance reform. Thé

truth is, there is no more pervasive:influ-

ence in our future elections than likes

of Redstone/Viacom/CBS, Levin/

Time-Warner/Turner, Eisner/Pgney/
ARBC, Murdoch/News Corp. /Foxmnot to
mention other ma;or media conglemer—
ates.

Our nation could speak vntﬁ many
voices, but regrettably. it doesn't"Seary,

isn't it? A
’ 4 J lll
Norman Horountz a former studip and
network executive, is a media consultant.
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Intergalactic Media Co.

he planned $166 billion

merger of Time Warner in-

to AOL may be good for the

companies’ sharehclders; it

certainly is good for Wall
Street speculators. [t's another
question as to whether this vivid ev-
idence of the relentless consolida-
tion of the media industry is a good
thing for America.

Certainly the symbolism of an In-
ternet company such as AOL swal-
lowing up a traditional media com-
pany such as Time Warner is
instructive of the amazing impact of
the Internet revolution in the past
decade.

The transaction is sure to have

companies are trying to harness the
power of the Internet, and Internet
companies are seeking to put enter-
tainment and other content on their
Web sites to attract more custom-
ers.

The big question is whether it is
such a good idea to have so few
companies controlling so much me-
dia, old and new — from newspa-
pers to Internet providers.

The deal gives already gigantic
Time Warner, the leading provider
of media content, such as movies,
music and magazines, a huge and
powerful platform for reaching peo-
ple online; and Internet superstar
AOQOL gets from Time Warner's cable

major repercussions for both the In-  systems a good network for distrib-
ternet and traditional media indus-  uting AOL’s online services.
tries. Many big traditional media The growing concentration of
" 4 . ‘y-' .
Media monopolies

{am a US. citizen now living and work-

ing in Spain. As such, I would like to com-
mend Alcestis “Cooky” Oberg for her
most excellent column in USA TODAY
{“Citizens, revolt! Take back American
culture,” The Forum, April 10).

Cooky is one of the few lonely voices in
the press today who actually has the
courage to speak up against the giant
media monopolies that are intent on tak-
ing away our personal freedoms.

Our country is now faced with a small
handful of media conglomerates that are
seemingly doing everything possible to
eliminate our freedom of choice in music,
video, and literature. How can the Clinton
administration possibly justify calling Mi-
crosoft a monopoly, while at the same
time supporting legislation that is clearly
designed to protect the interests of a
small handful of media giants?

The apparent acquiescence of Wash-
ington to the impending AOL/Time War-
ner merger is shameful, and should be a
fnajor concern to all Americans.

I thank Cooky — and USA TODAY — for

speaking out against these giant monopo-
lies which are clearly acting against our
constitutional rights. Keep up the good
work.

Eric Frykenberg
El Puerto de Santa Maria, Spain

ownership in the media business
raises troubling questions. We see
the increasing ability of a small
group of people in a very few com-
panies to deliberately or inadvert-
ently restrict, or distort, the flow of
information across the nation over
a wide range of media. We don't
know the full extent of the threat
yet, if there is one, to freedom of
speech and diversity of expression.
But as has been discovered with
some of Rupert Murdoch’s activi-
ties, the potential is there. In any
event, there will be intensifying
cross-marketing within the product
lines of these behemoths. And cul-
tural homogenization?

For now, let us hope that federal
regulators look very closely at this
deal.

»
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If Paul Revere were hére; -
 he would spread the word.
Thank God we have in Robert
McChesney their equal o
— BILL MOYERS

T

LS a far’e book tha't combines,
' such a wealth of data ‘with such e
fearlessly sweepmg analytzcal

n fa e g

othinking.- e

é

e BARBARA EHRENREICH

"Here it is—the comprehenswe story ~

O oW’ glant corporatuons are taking
2244 - Jr ¢ay Kiw control of the mass. media ,,
4631~ 7 T o GrW "Ah—RALPHNADER .~

e o
‘ ﬁﬂ"d‘r (; Sophlstlcated and provocetwe
1 w —U.s. SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE
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ror business people that's accessible,
engaging and important enough to ap-
peal to everyone. The argument is per-
suasive, and soclal critics will even find
it provocative.

Woll's bleak view of what's happen-
ing on Main Street is good news for the
kinds of medla companies that solicit
ks advice, a list that includes Viacom,
Seagram and Bertelsmann. It explains
. 'why people keep devoting more time

and money to movies, television
shows, muslc and, increasingly, the In- '
ternet.

But Wolf contends that our growing

2 pmducedararlty—atome.

suwuonfeltltnetmytoaskln
ads.“Whosaysabankcan‘tmek

tactor also dictates what products com.

panies sell. “The pharmaceutical busi-
ness s totally hit driven,” he s&ys. “The
apparel business Is (otally hit driven.
It's the reality of today.”

Consider the enormous popularity
of sport-utility vehicles. “Most people
do not take thelr SUVs off-road,” Wolf
says, Stil, “most Range Rover show-
rooms have a driving course In the
back so you can test it on hills and stuff,

Thcy‘renotmavlngmemeinlawlmg- 4
They'mgivlngywawholeneww ‘

of thinking about your lifestyle.”
’Ihepmreforbusinmtoﬂﬂnk

“instead of

" have systematlcally
produced amazing

amounts of creativity,”
Wolf says. “It's one of the

finding Itself quickly
extinct.

Contrast that with Titanic, which
succeeded by attracting what Wolf
calls alpha consumers. Teen girls loved
it ~— and their passionate enthusiasm
became infectious among others who
wanted to see what the excitement was
about. -

So ma:kedngdoem‘t count? N :

-+ Says,
&ssuchasABC.ltsca- " EAnail dlieberman@usatoday.com

Tiirigh pro
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| Media cartels
threaten |
free thought

mericans must be aware of
A the media merger trends of

the last 35 years since 1965.
Former President John F. Kennedy
said in 1962, “We seek the free flow
of information ... a nation that is
afraid to let the people judge the
truth in an open media marketisa
nation afraid of its people.”

At the end of World War I1, 80 per-
cent of daily newspapers were inde- *
pendent. By 1990, 80 percent were ;
owned by Media-Industrial Complex
Corp. This concentration of power ,
gathers pace as media cartels of con- l
trol expand their lust for cross-
ownership in many different types of
media arenas such as news, maga-
zines, radio, TV, books, motion pie--
tures, cable systems, satellite chan-
nels, recordings, video cassettes and
movie theater chains. i

Today, just 12 giant media corpora-
tions own most of the revenue output
in media fields, whereas back in 1983 ;
there were 50. These same media l
giants, iLe. Murdoch's News Corp,,
Time Wamer, Disney, Viacom, are
increasingly buying up worldwide
copyrights of earlier information and
popular culture. _

We must not forget George '
Orwell’s warnings in his book “1984"
on language of future newspeak,
because those who control the
present can rewrite the past as if it
never happened, or alter it These
are the new priests of power as their

. collective organism is evolving and
these new owners are a joint group
instead of a mass of individuals.

Winston Churchill told a Harvard
group in 1943, “that to control what
men think offered better prizes than
taking away other pecple’s lands.”

2.~ 18-200]  Compniers
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ence’s ethemBAE " bér or atyilst, without taking the time
We ;cant; foois on everything at o check out allernatives. So it s with
once. 50 we tend {0 return to sources  information sources.
thiat we good The lmportance of content ex-
" cut, and you'll retum to the same har-  plains the great Income gnp among
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All of this combining could
lend, as skeptics contend,
to a stifiing of competition
and concentration of the
control of information in a
few hands. But maybe
there Is a middle ground.

medin workars. A few superstars get
most of the money bechuse they
have the audlence’s ettention. By
combining forces, NBC and the Post
can share the clout of the superstars.
But they also can go & step further.
Ome way to stand out 18 to exhibit
bizarre behavior. Sex and violence
are exploited in both news and
entertalnment as cheap ways
\ 0 pet attention. But, in
| the long
run. build-

l//‘ : ing trust
\\ -’)’:7 might be B

hetter wiy.
Content  alll-
ances are forming
ih & great varely of

ways, ranging from limited part-
nershipa (o company mergerd. Be-
fore the Post-NBC move, The New
York Times and Fox News joined
forces to be content providers for a
joint financial information service,
TheStreet.com. And Viacom boughl

:.":._./

thie much power 1o the
Internet could shore up its credibiilty.
Last week, Galup's annuat honesty-
and-ethics poll found thal Journallsts

alliances?

"""USA TODAY - MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1580 - 26A
. . ]

T

rank 18th out of 43 occupations in the
public’s evaluation, but those who
publish only on the Internet are way

usiry
utives wers betier than that, with a
af

Tanking af 34,

All of this combining could lead, a8
skeplics contend, to a stifting of com-
petition and concentration of the con-
il of Information in a few hands.
But maybe there Is a middle ground
between Informaton monopoly. on
the one hand, and {nformation: anar-
chy, on the other. +

In nis collection of essays, Mere
Christienity, C.S. Lewls reminds us
why the devil sénds us evil in oppos-
Ing pairs. 1t's 50 we'll feet forced to
choose which of the two we hate and
fear the most, Then, while concen-
trating on that one, well be glowly
drawn into the other.

Stay focused on the goal, he ad-
vised. As our media sysiems reinvent
themselves, we should alny focused
on the goal of accouniabillly. Wheth-
er & content provider is big or small
wonf be nearly as important as
whether credibllity can be jdentifled
and rewarded in,the marketplace. It
the new reduce the
number of players, they will af least
be easier to follow and evalunte.

Philin Meyer holds the inight
Chair tn Journalism ol the Univer-
xity of North Carolina, Chdpet Hill.
He iz alxo a consultant for (75A T0O-
DAY ond member of the mewspa-
per's board of contributors.
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Murdoch China Dealmgs Spell T rouble

JIM MANN

INTERNATIONAL OUTLOQOK

ASHINGTON-—If Rupert

Murdoch runs the Los An-

geles Dodgers or the Fox

" Network with the same ex-

cessive solicitude forr the Chi-

nese leadership that he dlsplays in his

book-publishing ventures, here is what we
can expect this season:

The shortstop job would go to one ot‘ )

Chinese President Jiang Zemin's sons. The

Dodgers would release Ramon Martinez, -

Wilton Guerrero and Raul Mondesi because
they come from a country (the Dominican
Republic) that has diplomatic relations wﬂ.h

.Taiwan instead of China.

And Fox's “Meirose Place” would be
scrapped, too, because its values, presumably
at least, are not those of China’s rulers.

Absurd? Of course. Yet this is how Murdoch
Seems to run the book publisher HarperCol-
lins—and, for that matter, some of the other:

media ventures of his company, News Corp.
Last week, it was disclosed that HarperCol-

lins was dropping plans to publish a book by

Chris Patten, the last British governor of
Hong Kong, on grounds that Patten is too
criticat of China.

As governor in the five years before Britain
returned Hong Kong to China last July,
Patten pressed hard for democratic reforms.
In the process, he infuriated Beijing leaders,
who claimed that Britain was belatedly
seeking political changes it had not bothered
to introduce during the century and a half in
which it ran the colony.

“Rupert Murdoch did not agree with
many of Patten’s positions in Hong
Kong,” News Corp. explained in a statement,

The HarperCollins editor assigned. to Pat-
ten’s book quit in protest, and said he had
been asked to lie about the reasons for the
canceilation. Patten’s manuscript will be
published instead by Times Books.

This is not the first time Murdoch has run
his publishing and broadcasting ventures in

ways designed to please Beijing. Four years

ago, News Corp. dropped the BBC news
service from Star TV, the Hong Kong satellite
service, after Chinese complaints about pro-
gramming. Moreover, while Deng Xiaoping
was in his final years as China’s top leader,
HarperCollins published a glowing biography
of him written by his daughter, Deng Rong.
Murdoch’s international operations are so
large that what he does is, by itself, worthy of
scrutiny. But the issues raised by the treat-
ment of Patten also extend weil beyond

The company owned by Rupert Murdoch leff will not be pubhshmg a book by the last
British govemor of Hong Kong, Chns Patten, right, who has been critical of China.
- SCTRES

' _Murdoch or HarperCollins. They are, in fact,. )

of extraordinary importance to Los Angeles
as the center of the world’s entertamment

-industry,

Over the last couple of years, t.here have
been warnings from Beijing that the release
of movies critical of the Chinese regime could
damage the efforts of companies like the Walt

' Digney Corp. to expand into China. If Holly-

wood were to follow Murdoch’s example,

some kinds of movies sxmply wouldn’t be

made,

The underlying question here is* to what
extent business decisions should be linked to
political or ideological issues in the transactions

. between China and the rest of the world. At the

moment, China seems to be trymg to have it
both ways—and Western business executwe:,
remarkably, seem to be going along.

Whenever there is a debate about China’s.

access to the American market, such as the
annual controversy over China's trade privi-
leges in this country, Beijing and its support-
ers in the U.S. business community argue that
trade ought to be kept entirely separate from
political issues or conditions. Don’t link com-
merce with issues like human nghts or
democracy, they say.

At the same time, however, China tnes to
unpose political conditions on access to its
own market. It warns that those who publish
books or make movies eritical of the Chinese
regime will hurt their chances of doing
business in China.

“The Chinese, when it is to their advantage
to do so, tell peopte not to mingle business and
politics,” observes Robert Kapp, president of
the U.S.-China Business Council.

i,

"‘u"-\ 5

use busmess cont.racts for pohtical alms—

‘such as, for example, the occasion when
: Premier Li Peng made it clear that China was
**'buying European Airbuses instead of Boeings

because of its unhappiness with the Clinton

" administration’s sponsorship of a United Na-
"tions resolution condemning China’s human
-rights policies. -

The great irony of the Patten-Murdoch

‘affair is that it is so unnecessary. Patten was

“ last seen in public durmg his tearful farewell
" atthe Hong Kong boat pier July 1.

isit Hong Kong today, and you will find
that the days when Britain ruled the
place seem almost as remote and forgotten as
the Middle Ages. The British presence is hard

- to find, Patten, who retired to France to write

And yet, Kapp notes, Chinese officials aiso

“his book, is hardly in a position to threaten
" the existing order in Hong Kong.

- Still, Murdoch apparently concluded it

-would be prudent for the future of his

business ventures in China to refuse to
publish Patten’s book.

- What can be done to stop this sort of
political pressure? One approach would be for
American film and publishing executives to
agree among themselves that, unlike Mur-
doch; they will not adjust their books and
movies to please political leaders, in China or

in any other country.

Kapp says there is no evidence American
companies “just roll over on the ground and
put their feet up in the air” when subjected to
political pressure from China. Perhaps not.
But the handling of Patten’s book is, to say
the least, a troubling precedent.

Jim Mann’s column appears in this space every
Waednesday.




