
Members of the Federal Communications Commission:

Please act quickly to open up currently unused parts of the TV spectrum (the "white spaces") for

wireless broadband and other emerging technologies. I applaud the extraordinary steps the

Commission has taken to realize the potential of TV white spaces to date, and encourage you to take

this next step today.

 

As a wireless network engineer working in the Philadelphia metropolitan area, I have seen

deployment of several crucial public safety systems struggle to fit the demands of real time

multimedia and emergency personnel service within the constraints of the existing unlicensed and

public safety spectrum allocations.

 

The potential benefits of freeing up this important public resource, more than three-quarters of which

today is unused, are overwhelming.

 

The white spaces can:

 

* Pave the way for universal wireless broadband access;

* Extend broadband wireless to rural areas that currently aren't connected at all;

* Enhance the reliability of public safety communications;

* Enable distance learning for students in remote locations or for whom traditional classroom-based

learning is impractical; and,

* Bring high-speed mobile internet access to every high school and middle school in the country.

 

Opening up unused TV spectrum could be one of our best remaining chances to address the digital

divide by creating affordable and truly universal broadband wireless coverage in the U.S. and to

restore order in our urban communities. I urge you to take this rare opportunity to connect millions

more people to the Internet and expand wireless resources available to the paramedics, firefighters,

and police who risk their lives daily to keep us safe at home.
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