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FCC-MAILROOM

RE: Complaint Against Television Station franchise, Channel 4 WSMV, Nasbyille, Tennessee

Dear COl1urusslOl1er Martin

I am a representatIve of Power to the People, an "focan American SOCial Jusuce organiulion m
NashVIlle, Tennessee We are wntmg to express our support fOf the recently adopted locahsm rules to
Improve the accountabihty ofbroadcasters who are supposed to use the public airwaves to serve the
news and mfonnatlOnal needs of their communities Media consolIdatIon has reduced localism and the
diversIty of VOIces m cltJes and tov,ns across the country Many broadcasters place serving thelf own
finanCial Interest over serving the public mterest

Tbe new rules are deSigned to and are bnngmg greater transparency \() the v,ays III whIch broadcasters
are servmg the diverse and local needs of Ihclr audIences They drc about holdmg the broadclll>lers
accountable to commumtles for the ~rogral"1nung that they air. now we need 10 lei them work

These proposals are ,:ommon sen~e and fundamental to broadcasters' obllgatlon to serve their local
community mterests. [hey represent cxtremely modest attempts to address the growmg concerns of
Amencan cl\lzens across the wuntry wI;..., expenence ,>flU reat the loss of local vOices on their
airwaves. the dIsappearance 10 coverage of local CI' 1. mfoffilatlOn. and the decreasmg amount of
ongmal programmmg that speaks 10 diverse commumty needs.

We are also writmg to espeCially complain about the refusal to serve the Black cornrnumty (1/3 of the
populatIon of the CIty) by NashVIlle. Tenne~see's media. espeCially Channel 4 broadcast tcleVISlon
hcensee, W5MV·TV Power to the People has been trymg for monlhs 10 gel the statIOn and others to
put before vIewers infonnallon about the deaths of two Juvemles here III Nashvllle/lmddle Tennessee
area (datIng from 2005 and 2007). and the recenl revelatIOns about 502 cases of abuse of juveniles m
state-run faCIlItIes, among 13.000 cases nationv.,de, contamed in an ASSOCIated Press article of March
3, 2008 "'hlch got both natIonal and regIOnal pubhclty Yet. none of the local eleclromc medIa, radio or
teleVISIon. would even report one word on it We have had several press conferences smce December
2007, and most of the local e1ectromc media refused to cven come Those Slallons that dId send
n:presentatIves. mcludmg Channel 4, V,11\ then turn around and refuse to aIr their reports The) acl as If
the lIves of our our youth don't maner, and we resent this greatly.

We have filed complamts about the treatment ofju\"emks 111 local faCilities to the Department of Justice
'or mvesligauon, ha,e filed req'lests for dI1 mquesl of the Iwo Juveniles who have died in custody 10 the
~tate Medical Exammer, and held a political demonstratlon on Apnl 26, 2008 None of thIs is deemed
:wsworthy by WSMV stalion ov,ners or management. apparent!) consldenng that It IS nOI somethmg
clr (wlute) vtewers would hke to be appnsed of. They failed to report anything we have done Thus,
. feel that they are not meeting the needs of the entire cornrnumty. practIce raCIally segregale~
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~t they contmue to stereotype and cnmmahze Black youth \\lth lund articles are about youth cnme,
gang vIOlence. and other cnmmal vlo!attons whIch they TOutmely assocIate With Afncan .<\mencans
We are eIther all crimmals, or we do not eXIst This IS racist slander. propaganda and unprofessional
behaVIOr, and we "'lsh to challenge the hcense renewal of this statIOn

WSMV espeCially. more than any other local broadcasters. has gone out of Its way to slander the Black
community and Its youth In one Instance, It JOined With a lone local Black person. to pubhclze hIS
deSIre to hold a November 1,2007 "march against cnme", they had tlus mformattoo 00 their webslJe
for several months They have gIven au to other so-called "marches against cnme" In the black
comrnuruty, but they do not cover the maJonty while commumty m such a prejudIced fashIOn Whll~

refusmg to air any mformation about the deaths and ITIlstreatment of Black youth m Juvemle facJlitte5,
they pubhcly hold our children up to publIc ndlcule or demOnize them We demand thatlhey follow
these new regulanons and be more responsIve to the Black eommumty as part of the larger commuOllY,
create a local community medIa adVISOry board. and pnnt thiS complamtlencr and others on their
webSite, as proVided for by the regulauons

In addition, WSMV does not have any nunontyfAfncan Arnencan local ongmated public affaIrs
programming All they concentrate on IS network programs, syndicated shows, and movies T1us IS
unacceptable, and we mlend to press them for not only a show that we produce, but also for 10-12
hours per week of local/communny programming. T1us lack of local programming clearly show that
they are not meeting the needs of minonty communities. or seekmg to unleash new or diverse vOIces

CommiSSioner Martm. from our perspective you have done a great thmg here, please protect these new
rules and also U$(~ your regulatory powers to allow the publIc to hold TV broadcasters accountable 10

thm commuruhes We want each of the major medIa 10 the NashVille, Tennessee to follow these new
regulations, and not continue to ignore mmontles and our IOterests There IS obVIOusly a senous need
for It We cannot thank you enough for passmg these regulatIOns

If you Wish to reach myself or our organlLatlon for follow-up to tlus complalOt, please call (615)
720-5468 or send emaIl . . _ . Wish to also meet With WSMV
stauon offiCIals to convey our concerns over thiS malter, and demand that they Improve Thank you

Smcerely,

~-~~~
Lorenzo Komboa ErvlO,
Vice PreSident, Power to the People
PO Box60251

NashVille. TN 3'7208
(615) 720-5468


