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Re: Comments of Broadcast Maximization Committee
Filing Date: July 30, 2008
Reply Comments ofBirach Broadcasting Corporation
Filing Date: August 14,2008
Lead Docket Number: 07-294

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On August 14, 2008, this office filed Reply Comments on behalf of my' client, Birach
Broadcasting. Corpor.ation, to Comments filed by the Broadcast Maximization Committee on July
30, 2008. My staff filed the referenced Reply Comments, and received an acknowledgement
from the CommIssion, which includes a confirmation number, that the Reply Comments were
reoeived.

Unfortunately, as of today, those Reply Comments have never shown up on the
Commission's website. Once I was made aware of this, my staff consulted with Konrad Herling
about this matter, but although he was very willing to help, he was unable to resolve the issue
today. Therefore, since today is the last day on which Reply Comments can be filed in this
matter, out of an excess of caution, I have attached a copy of same, with filing confirmation, to
be date-stamped with today's date and added to the Reply Comments in this matter.

Should you have any questions, please contact the undersigned.

LAC/kam

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Sima Birach
Mr. Konrad Herling

No. of Copies rac'd oet1
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ECFS Comment Submission: CONFIRMATION Page 1 of 1

(~) Federal Communications Commission
*M

The FCC Acknowledges Receipt of Comments From •••
Birach Broadcasting Corporation

••.and Thank You for Your Comments

Il11tlate a SubmiSSIon ISearch ECFS IReturn to ECFS Home Page

Your Confirmation Number is: '2008814345728 '

Date Received: Aug 142008
Docket: 07-294

Number ofFiles Transmitted: 1

I DISCLOSURE I
This confirmation verifies that ECFS has received and
accepted your filing. However, your filing will be rejected
by ECFS if it contains macros, passwords, redlining,
read-only formatting, a virus or automated links to
source documents that is not included with your filing.
Filers are encouraged to retrieve and view their filing
within 24 hours of receipt of this confirmation. For any
problems contact the Help Desk at 202-418-0193•

.. . .

FCC Home Page CommisSioners Bureaus/Offices Finding Info

updated 12111103

http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/cgi-bin/websqI/prod/ecfs/upload_v2.hts 8/14/2008
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Definition of Radio Markets

Ways to Further Section 257 Mandate and To Build
on Earlier Studies

Rules and Policies Concerning Multiple Ownership
of Radio Broadcast Stations in Local Markets

Promoting Diversification of Ownership
in the Broadcasting Services

2002 Biennial Regulatory Review - Review of
the Commission's Broadcast Ownership Rules and
Other Rules Adopted Pursuant to Section 202 of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996

Cross-Ownership ofBroadcast Stations and
Newspapers·

In the Matter of:

2006 Quadrennial Regulatory Review - Review of
the Commission's Broadcast Ownership Rules and
Other Rules Adopted Pursuant to Section 202 of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996

TO; Office of the Secretary
Attention: The Commission

REPLY COMMENTS OF BlRACH BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Birach Broadcasting Corporation, by its attorney, hereby respectfully submits its Reply

Comments in the above preceding. In support thereof, it is alleged:

1. Birach Broadcasting Corporation ("Birach") is the owner and the operator of

more than 20 broadcast stations, all of which are AM broadcast stations. Thus, Birach is

uniquely qualified to comment on matters affecting the AM broadcast service.

2. At paragraph 100 of this Report and Order and Third Further Notice ofProposed

Rulemaking in this proceeding, the Commission made the following statement:
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"100. In its Supplemental Comments, DCS urges the Commission
to give a 'hard look' to a proposal advanced by Mullaney
Engineering, Inc. ("Mullaney"). Mullaney proposes that the
COlrunission reallocate TV Channels 5 and 6 for FM broadcasting,
thereby creating a 'staggering expansion of the existing FM band.'
We agree with DCS that this proposal could yield tremendous
opportunities for new entrants, and we seek comment on it."
[Footnotes omitted.]

3. Thus, the Commission solicited comment on a matter which, primafacie, related

solely to the FM broadcast service. In the comments filed in this proceeding, however, the Broadcast

Maximization Committee (the "Committee"), of which John J. Mullaney ("Mullaney") is a member,

elaborated on its proposal. In its Comments, the Committee makes it clear that the spectrum, formerly

occupied by Television Channel 5, will not be used for FM Broadcasting, in the conventional sense of

that word. Instead, the stations operating in that portion of the spectrwn will utilize digital techniques,

offering the public CD-quality audio, and the resilience and the robustness of a digital signal.

Furthermore, the Committee proposes that the AM broadcast stations be permitted to migrate to this new

VHF broadcasting band.

4. Birach strongly supports the Committee's proposal. It would offer AM broadcast stations

the opportunity to provide listeners with a superior signal and superior audio, equivalent or superior to

that presently provided by FM broadcast stations. Furthermore, the proposal is environmentally friendly.

5. At present, AM broadcast stations are required to install towers and ground

systems which occupy substantial quantities of valuable real estate. If only one thousand AM

broadcast stations elected to migrate to the new VHF band, seveFal thousand acres of valuable

land would be freed up for other uses, including food production, biofuel production, and

housing. Thus, the migration of the AM broadcast stations to the VHF band would create

substantial ecological benefits to the public.

6. The current AM broadcast band, extending from 540 kHz to 1700 kHz, is

susceptible to severe problems of electrical interference. Some of the interference is created by
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ambient noise sources, such as the new LED traffic lights. But a substantial portion of the

interference problem results from allocations policies, followed over a period of many years. As

a result of these policies, AM broadcast stations interfere with each other, both day and night.

These interference problems have been further aggravated by the recent implementation of the

Ibiquity system of digital AM broadcasting, which utilizes subcarriers which create additional

adjacent cbannel interference to other occupants of the AM broadcast band. All of these

problems would be completely solved if AM stations are permitted to migrate to this new VHF

band.

7. Migration will also result in substantial cost savings to AM broadcasters.

Currently, many AM broadcasters are required to maintain multi-tower directional antenna

systems. These systems, which are expensive to maintain and to keep in adjustment, will be

completely unnecessary in the VHF band. Thus, AM broadcasters will achieve substantial cost

savings and these savings will, no doubt, be used to improve the quality of the programming that

they ·offer to the public.

8. In short, the Committee's proposal offers substantial public interest benefits.

There are no "downsides" to the Committee's proposal. Hence, it should be adopted.

August 14,2008

Law Office of
LAUREN A. COLBY
10 E. Fowih Street
P.O. Box 113
Frederick, MD 21705-0113

BIRACH BROADCASTING CORPORATION
/

3


