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EX PARTE VIA ECFS

August 18, 2008

Chainnan Kevin Martin
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell

Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Universal Service Docket 96-45
DA 07-4719 -Initiation of A Proceeding to Consider A Petition To Redefine
Certain Rural Telephone Company Service Areas in The State of Montana

Dear Chainnan, Commissioners and Ms. Dortch:

The Montana Public Service Commission (MPSC) has previously filed comments with
the FCC in this Universal Service proceeding. In our January 8, 2008 comments, we explained
why we had concluded that it was in the public interest to approve of the Triangle
Communications System, Inc. (TCS) petition to redefine the service area of two rural telephone

compames.

We write today to urge you to expeditiously consider the TCS petition. Regardless of the
decision you make" TCS and the impacted rural telephone carriers deserve to know your
decision. These companies are businesses who need a decision so that they can plan for the
future. Their plans critically depend upon on an FCC decision. They deserve to know your
decision now.
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We do not append our prior communications, but would take this opportunity again to
assert that our earlier comments in this proceeding (DA 07-4719), and the predecessor
proceeding (DA 07-3791) remain supportive of the TCS request.

We thank you for your consideration of this request. We realize you have a full plate of
issues, but respectfully request this matter be expeditiously decided.

Sincerely,

JJA.e7~
Greg Jergeson
Chairman
Montana Public Service Commission
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