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Congress of the United States i cwarson
House of Representatives | o
August 15, 2008 . E “q'

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" S1., SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Martin;

The need to establish a nationwide interoperable public safety network remains one of
our Nation's most pressing. It is not an exaggeration to say that lives depend on it.

| appreciate the deliberative approach the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is
taking with respect to allocating the 700 MHz D Block spectrum and your commitment to
getting it right.

Itis imperative that D Block licensees be responsive to the needs of state and local public
safety agencies and that they have a solid understanding of the unigque geographic
characteristics and potential natural and manmade disaster threats 1o which these agencies
must be prepared to respond. Regionally focused D Block licenses would facilitate
working relationships between network providers and public safety officials and would
enable the development of a public safety network that addresses the unique needs of the
first responders that use it.

An additional benefit associated with state or regional area licensing for the D Block is
enhanced build-out and faster deployment to lower density areas, The average
population density of my district is 9.8 people/square mile and several counties are below
I persorvsquare mile: my constituents and the public safety agencices that serve them
stand to benefit from state or regional sized licenses.  Low density areas are oftentimes
the last places reached when telecommunications providers deploy a new service, | am
hopeful that you will ensure that the nationwide interoperable public safety network is
not deploved in the same fashion.

True nationwide interoperability can be achieved by a network of multiple providers
serving distinct regions as long as the FCC makes explicit a single standard on
interoperability prior to commencing the auction. | appreciate your consideration of my
recommendations and look forward to learning of the Commission’s final plan for the
upcoming D Block auction.

Best regards,

h '\
Greg den

Member of Congress



