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Secretary
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445 12th Street, SW, Room TWB-204
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation: CC Docket No. 02-6

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On September 23,2008, on behalf of Blackboard Inc. ("Blackboard"), Billy Pitts,
President, Government Affairs, Blackboard Connect Inc., and the undersigned met with Jennifer
McKee, Gina Spade (by telephone connection), Cara Voth, and James Bachtell of the Wireline
Competition Bureau's Telecommunications Access Policy Division to discuss Blackboard's
support for the addition of telephone broadcast messaging to the E-rate "Eligible Services List"
("ESL").

During the meeting, Mr. Pitts and the undersigned summarized Blackboard's comments
in the pending rulemaking proceeding, stressing the fact that telephone broadcast messaging,
which provides connectivity between and among schools, parents, students, and staff for the
delivery of content created by school officials, was functionally equivalent to, and an
evolutionary improvement upon, a number of services that currently are included on the ESL,
including voice mail and e-mail, both ofwhich are used by schools to disseminate outbound
messages to students, parents, and school staff. It was also emphasized that telephone broadcast
messaging is functionally equivalent to (and in many ways superior to) pure text messaging
services and that its inclusion on the ESL is consistent with the goals of technological neutrality
and the promotion of competition among comparable services. Finally, Mr. Pitts and the
undersigned pointed out that telephone broadcast messaging serves the educational mission that
is at the heart ofthe E-rate program not only by enabling communications before, during and
after weather and other emergencies, but also through daily use in monitoring attendance and in
communicating information about testing and other school related events.
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In accordance with section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, an electronic copy of this
notice is being submitted for inclusion in the record of the above-referenced proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

Seth A. Davidson
Counsel for Blackboard Inc.

cc: Jennifer McKee
Gina Spade
Cara Voth
James Bachtell
Billy Pitts
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