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REPLY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC TELEVISION STATIONS

The Association of Public Television Stations (“APTS” or “Public Television”)* hereby
submits these reply comments in the above-captioned proceeding. In its comments, the
University of North Carolina (“UNC-TV”) notes that non-commercial educational (NCE)
stations do not have return-path capability by which to report test success or failure, and that
requiring NCE stations to create a return path would be “far from ideal.”*> APTS agrees and
wishes to emphasize that such a requirement would be infeasible for several reasons. First, as
UNC-TV notes, there has been no allotment of funding either for the necessary equipment for a
return path or for the extra cost to NCE stations to actively monitor CMAS tests.® Second, the
enactment of such a requirement may necessitate a new rulemaking, further delaying the buildout
of this system.

Throughout the development of the CMAS architecture, the involvement of NCE stations
has been envisioned as passive. Requiring NCE stations to create a return path would represent a

fundamental deviation from that role and raise a whole new set of issues, not the least of which is
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maintaining the security of messages. Furthermore, such a requirement is unnecessary in light of
the ability of the CMS Provider Gateway to identify test failures or anomalies and alert the NCE
station so that station can initiate troubleshooting. APTS wholly agrees with UNC-TV that a
preferred testing method would be to require NCE stations merely to receive tests originated by

the Federal Alert Gateway and re-transmit them to the CMS Provider Gateway.
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