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SUBJECT: Comment on CTIA - The Wireless Association Petition (DA 08
1913, WT Docket No. 08-165)

To The Commission Secretary:

The Village of Round Lake is opposed to the petition by CTIA - The Wireless
Association (CTIA). We believe that, if granted as CTIA has proposed, these
changes are inappropriate and would effectively remove local control of
fundamental local government responsibilities - land use, public safety and
community character. At the same time, residents would lose the ability to
be fUlly heard in the process.

CTIA requests that local jurisdictions be required to process wireless tower
applications within 45 and 75 day timeframes. We are not aware of any
municipalities unjustifiably delaying a decision on a wireless tower
application .have in place specific timelines for processing applications.
These timelinestake into account the amount of time to internally review an
application, the required public participation process (including statutorily
required public meeting posting requirements) and the schedule and
frequency of meetings of the initial review board and final decision makers.

In cases where a wireless tower application takes longer than 45 or 75 days,
the I,ength of processing can be related to any of the following:
1) problems with the applicant not filing the proper information in a timely
manner (which this proposal fails to account for in any manner);
2) land use, public safety or other community issues that need to be resolved
before granting a final decision; or
3) unforeseen circumstances that prevent a quorum of the decision making
public body.

CTIA also requests that an application be deemed approved if a jurisdiction
misses the FCC,deadline. Most municipalities process wireless tower
applications inthe same as other.land use applications. The CTIA request
would allowwireless communication providers special procedural
advantages over other land use applicants. Instead of receiving a proper
review and hearing that permits public input, these wireless tower
applications would need to be expedited at the expense of a full exploration
of the impact of the tower on surrounding land uses and the community as a
whole. CTIA's request in effect would make the FCC a "national zoning
board" at the expense of our residents who have a vested interest in
maintaining the health and economic integrity of our Village.
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CTIA further requests that local jurisdictions be prevented from considering
the presence of other carriers in evaluating an additional carrier's application
for a tower site. This limits the options available to municipal decision
makers. In numerous cases, wireless providers can often share an existing
tower with another provider. Under the CTIA's request, this option can no
longer be considered by local decision makers when reviewing a new
wireless tower application. It would be poor planning for a municipality not to
fully consider every option before making a land use decision.

Finally, CTIA requests to preempt local ordinances and state laws that
require variances for tower applications. This would appear to be another
attempt to circumvent the local review process.

We agree with the position that local governments have a duty to process
zoning decisions,-including wireless tower applications, in a timely manner.
However, these proposed changes do not take into account the
circumstances that affect the timing of this decision process nor allow for a
stopping of the 45 or 75 day "clock" if the applicant fails to meet its obligation
to provide site plans, engineering reports, etc. in a timely manner. If the
CTIA membership has issues with the current process, the proper way to
address their grievances with specific municipalities is through the court
system, not through a preemption of the rights of all communities.

Again, on behalf of the Village of Round Lake, we are opposed to the
granting of CTIA's requests.
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