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Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Andrew R. McRoberts
County Attorney

Goochland County Administration Building
1800 Sandy Hook Road, Suite 310
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COUNTY OF GOOCHLAND
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY

October 7, 2008

RE: WT Docket 08-165, Petition for Declaratory Ruling to Clarify Provisions of Section
332(c)(7) to Ensure Timely Siting Review and to Preempt under Section 253 State
and Local Ordinances that Classify All Wireless Siting Proposals As Requiring a
Variance

rOMMENTS OF GOOCHLAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA

I write on behalf of Goochland County, Virginia and its Board of Supervisors to express
concerns regarding the Petition filed by CTIA. We respectfully ask that this Petition be denied.

Goochland County also supports the Opposition filed by the Coalition for Local Zoning
Authority (the City of Los Angeles, County of Los Angeles, and County of San Diego, CA;
Town of Palm Beal~h, FL; City of Atlanta, GA; City of Dubuque, IA; Anne Arundel County and
Montgomery, MD; Town of Southampton and City of White Plains, NY; City of Portland, OR;
Henrico and City of Virginia Beach, VA). This Opposition is enclosed and incorporated herein
by reference.

The deadlines set fbrth in CTlA's Petition are unreasonable, would require that Goochland
County violate Virginia law, and would cause unintended consequences. The proposed
timeframes are inadequate for a telecommunications company to properly notice and hold a
balloon test after informing the community, and for Goochland County to advertise and hold
public hearings required by law.

Since the adoption of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, applications for approval of
conditional use permits in Goochland County have been routinely approved within a reasonable
period of time, approximately 120 days in nearly all cases. We have had significant citizen buy
in to our process, and have received no complaints from telecommunications providers. All
providers desiring a tower for service in Goochland have one. The current law adequately and
appropriately serves the public at large. Therefore, this Petition is unfounded.

The Telecommunil:ations Act of 1996 preserved local zoning powers for good reason. The
proposed changes requested in CTlA's Petition have the potential to cause detrimental impacts to
future development and zoning at the local level. Local matters like land use need to be decided

No. of Copies rsc'd Q
ListABCDE



Letter to Marlene H. Dortch
October 7, 2008
Page 2

at the local government level. The Commission should not sit as a national zoning board. It
should not want to.

Therefore, GoocWand County respectfully requests that the FCC deny CTIA's Petition and that
the local zoning powers granted to localities be respected and preserved.

u:~~~
Andrew R. McRoberts
County Attorney

ARMIagb

Enclosure

cc: Goochland County Board of Supervisors (w/o enclosure)
Gregory K. Wolfrey, County Administrator (w/o enclosure)


